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VARIANCE 
APPLICATION
Attach a survey of the property drawn to scale and showing the following information.  Please provide one full-size copy of all plans, as well as 
one copy of all plans in an 8½” x 11” format. It is helpful to show floor plans and elevations of proposed building improvements, as well as a letter 
of support from adjacent property owners. If the applicant is not the current property owner, provide a notarized authorization for this application 
from the current property owner.  See the stream variance submittal checklist for additional requirements for stream variances.

1. all property lines with dimensions
2. location of buildings and other structures, creeks and easements referenced to property lines
3. north arrow, scale, lot and block numbers and land lot
4. topographic and drainage information if pertinent

Address of property         Decatur, GA 30030

Name of applicant      Phone 

Address      City/state/ZIP 

Email 

Name of property owner      Phone 

Address      City/state/ZIP 

Current zoning of property 

Please answer all of the following questions on a separate sheet.

1. What is the variance requested? What code requirement do you wish to vary from?

2. What are the special conditions relating to the specific piece of property in question (narrowness, shallowness,
shape, topography, or other extraordinary and exceptional situation)?

3. Explain how the application of the zoning ordinance to this specific piece of property results in peculiar,
extraordinary and practical difficulties?

4. Are the circumstances or conditions applying to the building or land in question peculiar to the premises? Do they
apply generally to other land or buildings in the vicinity?

5. Explain why the granting of this variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a property right and
does not merely serve as a convenience to the applicant.

6. Did the condition for which the variance is sought result from an action by the applicant?

7. Explain how the variance will affect the supply of light and air to adjacent property, the traffic on public streets, the
danger of fire, the public safety and established property values.

8. Explain how the granting of the variance will be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the Decatur
land use plan.

9. Will the granting of the variance allow a structure or use in a district restricted against such structure or use?

I hereby certify that the above and attached statements and documents are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Applicant signature      Date 

Planning & Zoning
2635 Talley Street

Decatur, GA 30030
Phone 404-377-6198 

Fax 404-378-5054

3-26-24

715 McKoy St

Michelle Krahe 404-664-3431

Decatur GA 30030715 McKoy St

catharinewirth@gmail.com  (404) 323-6080

Dan and Catharine Wirth 404-664-3431

715 McKoy St Decatur GA 30030

R60



1. What is the variance requested? What code requirement do you wish to vary from? 
 
We are seeking a variance to reduce the side yard setback from 10’ to 7’ and the rear yard from 30’ to 27’ in 
order to expand an existing screen porch.  
 

2. What are the special conditions relating to the specific piece of property in question (narrowness, 
shallowness, shape, topography, or other extraordinary and exceptional situation)? 
 

The existing house sits 42.1’ back from the street on a small lot that is only 146.5’ deep.  The existing house is 
also angled on the lot.   
 

3.  Explain how the application of the zoning ordinance to this specific piece of property results in peculiar, 
extraordinary and practical difficulties? 

 
Having the house sit so far back on the lot reduces the opportunity for a screen porch.  The current porch is 
only 9’6”.  We are hoping to expand it 2’ to 11’6”.  The current house is also angled on the lot.  The 7’ side 
yard request would allow for a small expansion of the porch and not extend past the setback line of the 
current house. 
 

4. Are the circumstances or conditions applying to the building or land in question peculiar to the premises? 
Do they apply generally to other land or buildings in the vicinity? 
 

This house site 3’6” beyond the average yard setback.  I believe the house location is peculiar to the street. 
 

5. Explain why the granting of this variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a property 
right and does not merely serve as a convenience to the applicant. 

The homeowners are doing a significant renovation while not significantly increasing the size of the house.  
Allowing for a modestly larger porch would increase their ability to use this as an extension of their living 
space without have to add the second floor.  

 
6. Did the condition for which the variance is sought result from an action by the applicant? 

No 
 

7. Explain how the variance will affect the supply of light and air to adjacent property, the traffic on public 
streets, the danger of fire, the public safety and established property values. 

There is no other issue regarding light, safety, property values or traffic that applies here.  
 

8. Explain how the granting of the variance will be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the 
Decatur land use plan. 

The homeowners are trying to preserve the scale of the original house while finding creative ways to update 
so to fit modern needs.  The porch will only expand 2’ to the rear and 14” to the side.    
 

9. Will the granting of the variance allow a structure or use in a district restricted against such structure or 
use? 

No 
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