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VARIANCE 
APPLICATION
Attach a survey of the property drawn to scale and showing the following information.  Please provide one full-size copy of all plans, as well as 
one copy of all plans in an 8½” x 11” format. It is helpful to show floor plans and elevations of proposed building improvements, as well as a letter 
of support from adjacent property owners. If the applicant is not the current property owner, provide a notarized authorization for this application 
from the current property owner.  See the stream variance submittal checklist for additional requirements for stream variances.

1. all property lines with dimensions 
2. location of buildings and other structures, creeks and easements referenced to property lines
3. north arrow, scale, lot and block numbers and land lot
4. topographic and drainage information if pertinent

Address of property                   Decatur, GA 30030

Name of applicant            Phone       

Address             City/state/ZIP      

Email         

Name of property owner           Phone       

Address             City/state/ZIP      

Current zoning of property      

Please answer all of the following questions on a separate sheet.

1. What is the variance requested? What code requirement do you wish to vary from?

2. What are the special conditions relating to the specific piece of property in question (narrowness, shallowness, 
shape, topography, or other extraordinary and exceptional situation)?

3. Explain how the application of the zoning ordinance to this specific piece of property results in peculiar, 
extraordinary and practical difficulties?

4. Are the circumstances or conditions applying to the building or land in question peculiar to the premises? Do they 
apply generally to other land or buildings in the vicinity?

5. Explain why the granting of this variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a property right and 
does not merely serve as a convenience to the applicant.

6. Did the condition for which the variance is sought result from an action by the applicant?

7. Explain how the variance will affect the supply of light and air to adjacent property, the traffic on public streets, the 
danger of fire, the public safety and established property values.

8. Explain how the granting of the variance will be in harmony with the general purpose and intent of the Decatur 
land use plan.

9. Will the granting of the variance allow a structure or use in a district restricted against such structure or use?

I hereby certify that the above and attached statements and documents are true to the best of my knowledge and belief.

Applicant signature            Date       

 Planning & Zoning
2635 Talley Street

Decatur, GA 30030
Phone 404-377-6198 

Fax 404-378-5054



Hop N Shop Variance Request 

March 29, 2024 

 

1. What is the variance requested? What code requirement do you wish to vary from? 

Applicant requests variance from code section listed below, namely, the rules specific to building 
types transparency requirement for building facing front and side (regarding fenestration) and the 
blank wall requirement.  

2.2.3. - Rules Specific to Building Types 

2. What are the special conditions relating to the specific piece of property in question 
(narrowness, shallowness, shape, topography, or other extraordinary and exceptional 
situation)? 
 
This property is situated on a unique lot, spanning the intersection of two streets. Neither of these 
streets serves as the primary frontage. Interestingly, the original building’s front does not directly 
face either of these streets. Instead, it currently faces the parking lot, with one side oriented 
toward W. Hill Street and the other side toward E. Lake Dr. 
 

3. Explain how the application of the zoning ordinance to this specific piece of property 
results in peculiar, extraordinary and practical difficulties? 
 
The rectangular shape of the building presents a challenge, especially since its width faces the side 
streets, its entrance faces the parking lot (as described in greater detail above), and it is located 
between two streets.  Additionally, the interior layout of the lot complicates matters. We intend 
to place a Walk-In Cooler adjacent to the wall facing West Hill St. and Storage adjacent to the 
wall facing E. Lake Dr.  To comply with the strict requirements of the UDO would create 
substantial hardship and may be impossible given the building orientation and other described 
matters.  The applicant intends to adhere to the UDO guidelines to the fullest extent possible 
given the uniqueness of this lot, including  glass elements in the façade but does require a 
variance. While we may not meet the precise specifications, we ensure that the design addresses 
the streets that run alongside the building. 
 

4. Are the circumstances or conditions applying to the building or land in question 
peculiar to the premises? Do they apply generally to other land or buildings in the 
vicinity? 
 
Condition applying to this property considering its location, Building orientation, original 
construction, and size sets it apart from others in the vicinity. While some aspects may be shared 
by other properties, the combination of the factors described makes this property’s circumstances 
truly unique. 
 
5. Explain why the granting of this variance is necessary for the preservation and 
enjoyment of a property right and does not merely serve as a convenience to the 
applicant. 
 



As the original building believed to be originally constructed 35 plus year ago,  the 
renovation/addition to this property will greatly enhance our ability to serve the neighborhood 
with enhanced offerings, better ambiance, more natural lighting, better customer traffic flow, 
improved energy efficiency, a more modernized facade and aesthetically pleasing building that 
harmonizes with location and the neighborhood.  It appears that given the configuration 
described above, strict compliance with the UDO would be impossible in all events.  
 
 
6. Did the condition for which the variance is sought result from an action by the 
applicant? 
 
No. The conditions described above are necessitated by the existing street layout and lot 
configuration.  
 
7. Explain how the variance will affect the supply of light and air to adjacent property, the 
traffic on public streets, the danger of fire, the public safety and established property 
values. 
 
With no adverse affect to any of the adjacent properties or traffic, this renovation will greatly 
reduce fire danger, improve public safety and enhance property values of the neighborhood. 
 
8. Explain how the granting of the variance will be in harmony with the general purpose 
and intent of the Decatur land use plan. 
 
This planned renovation aims to address key aspects of creating a vibrant, functional, energy 
efficient and aesthetically pleasing community. It seeks to strike a balance between economic 
growth and enhancing quality of life. The proposed changes align with the neighborhood’s 
character, particularly through a modernized facade that harmonizes with the surroundings.  
 
9. Will the granting of the variance allow a structure or use in a district restricted against 
such structure or use? 
 
No.  
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