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Atlanta Avenue RR Crossing Improvements

Presentation Outline 
• Introduction and Recommended 

Crossing Design
• Initial Community Partnership

− Community Residents and the Public
− Stakeholder Agencies

• Development and Evaluation of Initial 
Design
− Community’s Criteria
− Stakeholders’ Perspectives
− Engineering Considerations

• Refinement of Design
− Signalization and Intersection(s) 

Geometry
− Ped/Bike Refinements
− Streetscape Refinements
− Alignment Final Geometry



Recommended Atlanta Ave 
Railroad Crossing Design



Partnership with Community and 
Stakeholder Agencies



Community-based Design Workshops
Public Open House Workshops
1. Public Kick-off / Workshop, November 15, 2018

2. Concept Alternatives Evaluation, January 16, 2019

3. Operationally-Feasible Alternatives Evaluation, February 28, 
2019

City Commission Affirmation of Recommended Location 
Alternative for Design on August 5, 2019

4. Ped/Bike Alternatives and Streetscape Amenities Virtual 
Open House, December 9, 2020

5. Alignment Final Geometry Review and Howard Reimagined 
Alternatives Workshop, December 9, 2021

Stakeholder Agency Workshops
• November 16, 2018

• January 17, 2019
Open City Hall



Kick-off Open House
Workshop #1 - November 15, 2018
[Over 60 Participants (including Open City Hall)]



Observations, Concerns, and Challenges 
(existing intersection/RR crossing)

Kick-off Open House/Workshop #1



Solutions, Concepts and Ideas
(new intersection/RR crossing)

Kick-off Open House/Workshop #1



Community-
Generated Concept 

Ideas/Plans
Nearly 50 design ideas  
from workshop and on-

line

Kick-off Open House/Workshop #1



Stakeholder Agency Kick-off Meeting
November 16, 2018

Shared the Community’s Ideas 
and Concepts
Decatur Fire and Police; City Schools of Decatur; Active Living; Public 
Works; Community and Economic Development; PATH Foundation; 
GDOT; CSXT; DeKalb County Traffic Operations; etc.
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Figure 1: Maintain Existing Geometry Figure 2: Adair to College “T” Figure 3: Olympic to Howard “T” Figure 4: “H” at Existing Crossing

Figure 5: “H” East of Existing Crossing Figure 6: The Big Roundabout Figure 7: Double Roundabouts Figure 8: Triple Roundabouts

Figure 9: Runner-Up: Adair St to Mead Rd Figure 10 Runner-Up: Adair St to Olympic Pl Figure 11: Runner-Up: Close RR Crossing 
Except for Pedestrian & Bicycle Mobility

Project Team translated and grouped the Community’s 
Concept Design Ideas into 11 Potential (Crossing) Concepts…



Community Evaluation of Alternatives
Workshop #2 - January 16, 2019 (50+ attendees)



Stakeholder Agencies’ Evaluation of 
Alternatives

January 17, 2019



Five Feasible Crossing Location Alternatives
for Further Study and Engineering Evaluation

Adair Extension

East “H” Connection

Olympic Extension

“H” at Existing

Maintain Existing



Community Input: Operationally-Feasible Alternatives

5 = Clear concept support or preference
4 = Acceptance with reservations
3 = Ambivalent or non-existent responses
2 = Rejection with reservations
1 = Clear concept rejection or denouncement



Evaluation Criteria
Feasible Conceptual Crossing Location Alternatives

Community Input Pedestrian / Bicyclists 
Effects

Traffic Operations (e.g., 
Traffic Delays) Relative Cost



Pedestrian and Bicycling Traffic Patterns



Table 1: Evaluation Criteria Summary Matrix

*Cost could increase if College Avenue needs to be regraded to allow for vertical alignment modifications at the intersection
**Existing power transmission pole immediately north of Olympic Pl will likely increase the concept implementation cost



Workshop #3 - February 28, 2019 (30+ attendees)



Top 3 
Conceptual 
Crossing
Location 
Alternatives

Adair Extension

East “H” Connection

Olympic Extension



Top 3 

Conceptual 
Crossing
Location 
Alternatives
Community Feedback



Table 1: Evaluation Criteria Summary Matrix

*Cost could increase if College Avenue needs to be regraded to allow for vertical alignment modifications at the intersection
**Existing power transmission pole immediately north of Olympic Pl will likely increase the concept implementation cost



Affirmation 
of Crossing 
Location by 
City Commission
August 5, 2019



This graphic represents the best RR crossing location alternative considering the totality of the community’s goals and objectives, especially safety.  

Recommended and Approved Concept Crossing Location:

The Adair Extension
Crossing location and geometry approved by City 
Commission on August 5th, 2019
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Signalization and 
Intersection(s) Geometry



Alternative #1:
WEST-SIDE 
SHARED USE PATH

Alternative #2: 
ON-STREET BIKE LANES 
AND WIDE SIDEWALKS

3 Conceptual 
Ped/Bike 
Options

Alternative #3: 
DUAL SEPARATED 
SHARED USE PATH



Community Evaluation of Ped/Bike Options 
and Streetscape Amenities

Workshop #4 – December 9, 2020 (20+ Participants)



Community 
Feedback
Workshop #4 – December 9, 2020

…

…



Most Desired Alternative:
DUAL SEPARATED SHARED USE PATH

Refinements have been 
made to this concept based 
on GDOT design standards, 
CSXT requirements for RR 
Crossings, community 
feedback and general safety 
considerations.



Alternative #1: STRIPED SHOULDER 
WITH EXISTING PLANTERS

Alternative #2: STRIPED SHOULDER 
WITH TERRACOTTA PLANTERS

3 Conceptual 
Streetscape 
Options

Alternative #3:
RELOCATED CURB WITH LANDSCAPING



…Community 
Feedback
Workshop #4 – December 9, 2020

…



Most Desired Alternative:
RELOCATED CURB WITH LANDSCAPING



Community Evaluation of 
Final Geometry 
Workshop #5 – December 9, 2021 (70+ Attendees)



Community Feedback
Workshop #5 – December 9, 2021

Like very much. Will 
make the walk more 
pleasant and love the 
greenspace. 

This looks appropriate 
and I am pleased to see 
the design move 
forward…

Please make this project 
bike, walk friendly. 
Please put in as much 
green space as possible.

Looks awesome! Love it!
Love the alignment with 
Adair. Please make the 
path radius at least not 
bike unfriendly. I want to 
ride through the area. 

Make sure all signals are 
responsive and prioritize 
pedestrians and bikes…

Protect sidewalk on 
northside of Howard from 
traffic.

Retain protected islands 
(refuges) at crosswalks on 
Howard…



Community-based Design Workshops
Public Open House Workshops
1. Public Kick-off / Workshop, November 15, 2018

2. Concept Alternatives Evaluation, January 16, 2019

3. Operationally-Feasible Alternatives Evaluation, February 28, 
2019

City Commission Affirmation of Recommended Location 
Alternative for Design on August 5, 2019

4. Ped/Bike Alternatives and Streetscape Amenities Virtual 
Open House, December 9, 2020

5. Alignment Final Geometry Review and Howard Reimagined 
Alternatives Workshop, December 9, 2021

Stakeholder Agency Workshops
• November 16, 2018

• January 17, 2019
Open City Hall



Recommended Atlanta Ave 
Railroad Crossing Design



Next Steps
• Begin Design and Constructions Plans for approved 

crossing design for the Atlanta Ave Railroad Crossing

• Continue coordination with CSXT and GDOT

• Traffic Calming Plan for Adair Street

• Coordinate design with Reimagine West Howard Ave –
The Sequel
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