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Tree Ordinance 101

By Kay Evanovich, City Arborist

Certified Arborist# SO-4155A

Tree Risk Assessment Qualified



Overview

• Tree permits

• Tree ratings guide and sheets

• Canopy calculations

• Plan examples
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Tree Removal Permits

• A Tree Removal Permit is required for any removal or 
disturbance of a protected tree located on all public and 
private properties for which a Building Permit or Land 
Disturbance Permit is or is not required. Tree planting 
required to achieve no net loss of canopy.

• Protected tree. Any tree that is 6 inches DBH or greater that is 
structurally sound; any tree that has been planted or conserved to 
comply with this Section regardless of size, any tree planted on 
public or private property using Tree Bank funds and any tree 
planted pursuant to Sec. 9.1.9. Trees listed on the GA EPPC 
Invasive Species List, Category 1shall not be considered protected 
trees (https://www.gaeppc.org/list/)

http://www.gaeppc.org/list/)
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DDH Tree Removal permit

• Dead, Diseased or Hazardous Tree (DDH). A tree that is dead, untreatably diseased or 
infested, has a moderate or higher risk of failure with a target present, or has high to extreme 
risk of failure that cannot be mitigated. A Tree Risk Assessment Form completed by a Certified 
Arborist is required

• Upon receiving a complete application an inspection will be scheduled for the Arborist to 
complete the inspection of your tree(s) within five business days. During periods of heavy 
volume, turnaround time may be longer. Applications will be processed in the order in which 
they were received. 

• A meeting with the property owner is not required but access to property will be required. 

• Upon completion of the inspection, the Arborist will approve, deny, or require additional 
information on the tree(s). 

• If tree(s) are denied for removal, you may file an appeal to the UDO Administrator. To file an 
appeal, contact John Maximuk at John.maximuk@decaturga.com 



Tree Removal Permit
Only for sites increasing square footage or commercial sites

• PROCEDURE TO REQUEST INSPECTION FOR A TREE REMOVAL PERMIT

• Submit a completed application, for tree removal 

• Online through: Community Core  began on 3-31-22

• Print and submit to Permit intake 

• * A Canopy loss fee will be assessed and is based on the amount of yearly tree 
benefit lost per Fair or higher rated tree removed. Please visit the National Tree 
Benefit calculator at: https://www.arborday.org/calculator/ to determine the 
monetary amount. Then use the following formula: $____.__    yearly benefit 
amount, times 5 years = $ __.__     that amount shall be paid to the tree bank.

• A 50% Reduction in canopy loss fees is allowed on commercial and residential 
properties if the site design includes rooftop solar voltaic panels or green 
infrastructure practices and no additional trees are removed to install them.

https://www.arborday.org/calculator/






Tree Ratings Sheet
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Forms available at https://www.decaturga.com/dec/page/tree-information



Tree Rating Guide Examples
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Ambrosia beetle infestation "toothpicks
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Cracks appear as dark jagged lines in trunks after storms
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Heart rot and root rot decay fungus  "conks or mushrooms which indicate internal structural strength loss and create high risk trees to people and structures



Canopy Calculations

• Always measured in Square Feet

• Will require canopy cover for: existing, remaining, removed, and proposed 
canopy 

• All Residentially zoned R-85, R-60, and R-50 parcels must achieve 60% 
canopy cover over the parcel

• All Commercial, High Density Residential, and Institutional parcels must 
achieve 45% Canopy over the parcel





GIS Canopy calculation sites

https://dekalbgis.maps. 
ml?id=f241af753f414cdfa31c1fdef0924584arcgis
.com/apps/webappviewer/index.ht

https://gis.interdev.com/cityofdecatur/
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Either of these sites allow you to see an satellite image of your property and use a ruler tool to determine canopy cover
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4/2/2021Draft Tree Ordinance - Summary of Proposed Revisions
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Example plan Demolition
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Example plan new Build



Questions?
Email: Tree Permits@decaturga.com

Please raise your hand to ask questions
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City Arborist: Kay Evanovich, Primary Duties Construction Tree plan review and pre-application meetings, enforcement, and all tree related programs
Arborist: India Woodson, Primary duties Tree permit program and site inspections and enforcement
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