
Guess Who’s
Coming to 
Decatur?

A single tenant will occupy the 
city’s newest office building

story on page 2

Volunteer Service Openings

Better Together 
Advisory Board 
and Development 
Authorities  

T
he Decatur City Com-
mission is accepting 
statements of inter-
est from residents for 

volunteer service on the Better 
Together Advisory Board, the 
Decatur Downtown Develop-
ment Authority and the citywide 
Decatur Development Author-
ity. Descriptions of the board 
responsibilities and access to the 
Statement of Interest form can be 
found at decaturga.com/resident-
boards-commissions. You can 
return the form via email to City 
Manager Andrea Arnold, andrea.
arnold@decaturga.com or mail it 
to her attention at City of Decatur, 
PO Box 220, Decatur GA 30031. 
Better Together Advisory Board
The Decatur City Commission established 
the Better Together Advisory Board to 
guide and advise the Commission and the 
community around issues of equity, inclu-
sion and engagement. The board provides 

See Citizen Boards on page 4
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FocusCity of Decatur

Decatur Welcomes WeWork

s
peaking on behalf of the Decatur Downtown Development Authority 
(DDA), we are thrilled to announce WeWork’s expansion into downtown 
Decatur. The innovative coworking giant has leased all the office space, 
a total of 33,000 square feet, at 120 W. Trinity Place, and will provide 

workspace for more than 450 WeWork members. Overall, Cousins Properties 
and AMLI Residential have done a fantastic job creating a plan for 120 W. Trinity 
Place. In addition to the WeWork space, the 4.7-acre, mixed-use development will 
be home to 330 apartments and 19,000 square feet of retail and restaurant space. 

When the DDA launched the “Decatur, Open for Busi-
ness Campaign” this summer to promote Decatur as an 
employment center of choice, we knew how important it 
was to make a splash and inspire others to be early adopt-
ers. Given the strength of WeWork’s brand and its vision for 
the future of the modern workplace, their decision to plant 
roots here sends a strong signal to companies around the 

metro Atlanta area that Decatur is a new destination for forward-thinking businesses.
The new space will provide the huge benefit of working in downtown Decatur, with its di-

verse transportation options that include MARTA and more than 75 options for dinner, lunch 
or coffee within a short walk. As one clever businessperson said recently, “Picking Decatur as 
the address for your business is easy. Picking where to have lunch is the hard part.”

As a city on the rise with more than 1.8 million square feet of office space, we are striving 
to attract businesses that complement the city’s purpose-driven doers, makers and disrupters. 
WeWork’s mission to create a world where people work to make a life, not just a living, aligns 
well with Decatur’s ethos, grouping passionate individuals together who will surely contribute 
to a positive work atmosphere and culture when it officially opens in 2020.

Decatur Business
Association
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The Decatur Focus is a joint publication of the City of 
Decatur, the Decatur Downtown Development Authority 
and the Decatur Business Association. It is a newsletter 
intended to provide announcements and information 
related to events, activities, and businesses in the city of 
Decatur. The purpose of the newsletter is to promote the 
city and encourage the exchange of information among 
residents, business owners and the school system. Letters 
to the editor, editorials or other opinion pieces are not 
published. All press releases, announcements and other 
information received for publication are subject to edit-
ing. Information found in the Focus is also posted on 
Decatur’s official website at decaturga.com. The deadline 
for submitting articles, announcements or advertising is 
the first day of the month preceding publication. Contact: 
Editor, Decatur Focus, P.O. Box 220, Decatur, GA 30031, 
404-371-8386; fax 404-371-1593; email:  
decaturfocus@decaturga.com.

DeCATur CiTy COMMiSSiOn

Patti Garrett ..................................................Mayor 
Tony Powers .............................Mayor Pro Tem 
scott Drake .................................Commissioner 
Brian smith .................................Commissioner 
Kelly walsh .................................Commissioner 

DeCATur DOWnTOWn 
DeVelOPMenT AuThOriTy

Board
Chris sciarrone, Chair 

linda Curry  •  John Drake
scott Kentner  •  Tony leung 
Conor McNally  •  Fisher Paty

 
DeCATur BuSineSS  

ASSOCiATiOn
susan sparks ......................................... President
Daryl Funn .................................President-elect 
Jill Joplin ................................................Treasurer 
emily holden........................................ secretary
Kyle williams .............................. Past President

information for the fOCuS should be submitted by mail to editor, Decatur Focus,  
P.o. Box 220, Decatur, GA 30031, or by email to decaturfocus@decaturga.com.

 
focus on 

Downtown 
Development
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City News

Decatur Launches New Website

T
he City of Decatur’s 
new website features a 
more powerful search 
engine, front-page 

links to interactive city services, 
a comprehensive events calen-
dar, and a changing spotlight on 
key initiatives. It is designed to 
be intuitive and provide mul-
tiple paths to information for a 
variety of audiences, including 
residents, businesses, and visi-
tors. It is easier to navigate and 
more robust in every way.

The new site has the same 
decaturga.com address as the 
old one. All the information has 
been updated and transferred 
to the new site, along with the 
interactive features, such as 
streaming video, Open City 
Hall, paying parking tickets and taxes online, submitting a 
citizen request and signing up for various e-newsletters. 

In conjunction with the website launch, the Decatur 
Tourism Bureau is unveiling its new site, which is spe-
cifically designed for visitors and tourists.

The tourism site fits seamlessly into the City of 
Decatur website with access via a click on the Visitors 
tab in the top navigation bar of decaturga.com. The 
tourism site also has its own URL, which may be ac-
cessed at visitdecaturgeorgia.com.

Congratulations, Billy! 

Sign up to receive 
enotifications
Receive emails that notify you 
when news, meetings and agendas 
have been posted to the city’s 
online calendar. 

To sign up:
•  Visit decaturga.com and select 

the “how do I?” menu at the top 
right of the page.

• on the next screen, select the 
“sign up for email alerts” option. 

•  Then, select the newsletters you 
wish to subscribe to and enter 
your email address.

•  Click subscribe and 
you should receive 
a confirmation 
email.

Decatur High School ninth grader and athlete Billy 
Carlton (in the red jersey in photo at right) qualified 
and traveled to the New Balance National Outdoor 
meet in June to compete at the highest level offered in 
the country for a runner of his age. Billy ran in both 
the 800m and mile races. He finished sixth in the 800m 
with a time of 2:02. He was eighth in the mile with a 
personal best time of four minutes and 36 seconds. 

Billy was also the Georgia state champion this spring 
in the 800m with a time of 2:07. He also finished the 
2019 AJC Peachtree Road Race with a time of 36:43 
for a sub six minute pace, which garnered him an age 
group win, and he was the 142nd finisher overall out of 
more than 60,000 runners. 
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an opportunity for residents with an interest 
and expertise in the areas of equity, inclu-
sion, and engagement to assist the city in 
moving the Community Action Plan for-
ward. Members of the board should reflect 
the city’s commitment to diversity, equity, 
inclusion, and engagement and should have 
expertise in professional fields and interests 
such as conversations across differences, 
communications, community engagement, 
community organizations, community 
outreach, compassionate community initia-
tives, diverse populations, diversity training, 
education/school systems, equity and inclu-
sion, facilitation, fundraising, marketing, 
disability advocacy, research, and welcoming 
initiatives.

The board meets on the first Tuesday of 
every month from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in the City 
Commission Conference Room at Decatur 
City Hall, 509 N. McDonough St.

Development Authorities
The Development Authorities were created 
in accordance with state enabling legislation 
and appointed by the Decatur City Commis-
sion. These authorities share one 7-member 
board and exist for the purpose of planning, 
organizing, and financing projects that will 
revitalize and redevelop Decatur’s commer-
cial and mixed-use districts.

The Downtown Development Authority 
focuses on the historic commercial down-
town central business district and the histor-
ic Oakhurst business district. The citywide 
Development Authority is empowered to 
work with the city’s other commercial zoning 
and mixed-used zoning districts.

Members of the board must be residents 
of the City of Decatur and a majority of the 
members must have a business interest as 
either a property owner or business owner in 
one of the commercial districts. Experience 
in the fields of architecture, landscape archi-
tecture, construction or finance is desirable 
and members who meet the business interest 
category are needed.

The board meets on the second Friday 
each month, 8 a.m., in the City Commission 
meeting room at Decatur City Hall, 509 N. 
McDonough St.

Citizen Boards  
continued from page 1

holiday  
Solid Waste  

and recycling 

City Commission Meeting Schedule
The regular first-Monday City Commission meeting in September will be Tuesday, Sept. 3, be-
cause of the Labor Day holiday. Meetings are held in the City Commission Room in Decatur 
City Hall. Meetings are also streamed live at decaturga.com/streamingvideo.

Better Together Creates 
Welcoming Business Award
nominate a Business Today
The Better Together Advisory Board has created a Welcoming Business Award, to be given an-
nually. The purpose of the award is:
•	 To	reward	and	publicly	recognize	leadership	actions	that	create	a	welcoming	and	inclusive	

business environment in Decatur;
•	 To	encourage	businesses	to	prioritize	inclusivity	as	a	“best	practice;”	and
•	 To	publicize	and	share	“best	practices”	among	local	businesses.

The annual award will be presented to recipients by the City Commission in conjunction 
with Decatur’s Hometown Hero awards. 

Award criteria:
•		 Increasing	accessibility	for	people	with	dis-

abilities;
•		 Creating	a	welcoming	environment	for	people	

who are historically marginalized based on 
race, gender, class, ethnicity, sexual orienta-
tion, age;

•		 Recruiting	and	hiring	practices	aimed	at	cre-
ating a diverse staff;

•		 Training	of	staff	to	be	aware	of	diversity	and	offer	welcome	to	all	patrons;
•		 Anything	else	that	creates	a	welcoming	and	inclusive	environment.

The deadline to submit nominations is Sept. 15. Nomination forms can be found at  
decaturga.com/welcomingbusiness. You can submit the form online, via email to Linda Harris, 
linda.harris@decaturga.com, or mail it to her attention at City of Decatur, PO Box 220, Decatur 
GA 30031.

The Better Together Advisory Board was established as a result of the Better Together Com-
munity Action Plan for Equity, Inclusion and Engagement. Focus Area 4 of the Community 
Action Plan is to “Cultivate a welcoming and inclusive retail environment for serving a diverse 
clientele.” The Advisory Board created The Welcoming and Inclusive Business Award to high-
light businesses that make equity and inclusion a priority.

For more information contact Linda Harris linda.harris@decaturga.com or Renae Madison, 
renae.madison@decaturga.com.  

Recognized by

lABOr DAy, Mon., Sept. 2
Monday trash and recycling pickup 
will be on Tuesday, sept. 3. Tuesday 
trash and recycling pickup will be on 
wednesday, sept. 4.
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Decatur Walking 
Superstar for September

Who Is Your Decatur Hero?

N
ominations are now being accepted for the Decatur Hometown Hero award. A 
Hometown Hero can be a friend, neighbor or co-worker – that person who works 
hard, often behind the scenes, to make our community a better place to live, work 
and play. There’s no better way to let someone know how much they are appreci-

ated than to have them receive a Hometown Hero award. Nominate that special person for 
recognition as a 2019 Hometown Hero by Sept. 30.

Decatur began recognizing and celebrating Hometown Heroes in the summer of 1996 at the 
close of the Hometown to the World Festival held during the Olympics. It has since become an 
annual tradition to honor a new group of Hometown Heroes during the Decatur Business As-
sociation’s holiday meeting in December.

Applications are judged by a panel of national professionals who work with volunteers and 
who do not know the nominees. Nomination forms are available at decaturga.com/home-
townheroes or at Decatur City Hall, 509 N. McDonough St., second floor, Community and 
Economic Development department. You may also write an essay describing your Hometown 
Hero and what she/he has contributed to the Decatur community.

For information call 678-553-6548 or email leeann.harvey@decaturga.com. You may submit 
the nomination in person or by email.

A Season of Giving/
Christmas Decatur 
Seeks Volunteers
A Season of Giving/Christmas 
Decatur provides holiday 
gifts for Decatur’s low-
income children and older 
residents through the help 
of individuals, families, 
neighborhood associations, 
clubs, places of worship, and 
businesses. Volunteer oppor-
tunities include:
•		 Interviewing	parents/

guardians at one or more of our applica-
tion sessions in October to determine 
appropriate gifts for the child’s wish list 
(must have good knowledge of children’s 
toys and clothing sizes);

•		 Office	work	on	week	days,	October	
through mid-December, (replying to 
voicemail messages; sending “wish lists” 
to donors; and updating the client and do-
nor lists);

•		 Assisting	with	gift	intake,	gift	organiza-
tion, and gift pick up in December.

You are invited to celebrate the true mean-
ing of the Season of Giving, no matter what 
holiday you observe. Wish lists will be avail-
able beginning in October. For more infor-
mation, contact 678-553-6548, or aseasonof-
giving@decaturga.com.

Polly Nadine is this month’s walk star. she is one of the 
many people who walk in the Decatur cemetery. The 
cemetery offers a space away from traffic, interesting 
sights, and challenging hills if you want them. 

Polly also walks around her own neighborhood with 
Chloe, her dog. Being retired, she has time available 
for lots of walking. As many people who have done it 
know, walking is good for the spirit as well as the dogs.

Seen 
ArOunD 
TOWn
Atlanta Falcons 
quarterback Matt 
Ryan visited the 
samuel Jones Boys 
and Girls Club dur-
ing a football clinic 
this summer.
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Celebrate national neighborhood Day September 15

Join us on Friday, Sept. 13, 4-8 p.m., as 
we kick off Welcoming Week 2019 in the 
Decatur Square. As Welcoming America cel-
ebrates its 10-year anniversary, we see how 
Welcomers are leading the way in communi-
ties across the globe, with a movement 40 
million strong and growing. The free event 
will allow attendees to enjoy and engage in 
activities that embrace our community’s 
diversity. 

Activities will include:

•		 Music
•		 Local	exhibitors	and	artisans	
•		 Improv	comedy	performances
•		 Poetry
•		 Food	provided	by	local	immigrant-owned	

businesses
•		 Interactive	arts	and	activities	for	children

Local events are the heart and soul of 
Welcoming Week, and they help build 
stronger communities by bringing together 
new and long-time residents. Celebrate 
Welcoming Week and show the world how 
your community welcomes everyone, from 
every background and demographic. We 
look forward to celebrating with you and 
spending time with our neighbors. For more 
information on Welcoming Week, visit 
welcomingamerica.org.

What will your neighborhood be doing to 
celebrate National Neighborhood Day on 
Sunday, Sept. 15? If your neighborhood is 
not able to hold your celebration that day, 
hold it any day – or multiple days – in Sep-
tember. If you haven’t already made plans, 
visit neighborhoodday.org/ for ideas. 

A neighborhood is more than houses – 
your neighborhood can be an apartment 

complex, condominiums, or townhomes. 
You can also team up with another neigh-
borhood and make new friends. It can be 
as simple as saying hello to your neighbors. 
Don’t overthink – be creative and inclusive! 
Remember to include the older residents 
in your neighborhood and neighbors who 
are not digitally connected. Consider hav-
ing a multigenerational gathering and take a 

picture of the oldest and youngest neighbors 
together

Decatur’s Lifelong Community Advisory 
Board would love to hear from you about 
your neighborhood’s plans. Make sure to 
take lots of pictures! Contact Lee Ann Har-
vey at leeann.harvey@decaturga.com or 678-
553-6548 to share your plans. 

Welcoming Week 
Kick-Off event Sept. 13
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ESB Seeks Feedback on Plastic

T
he Environmental Sustainability 
Board (ESB) is seeking your help in 
crafting a plan for plastic reduction 
in Decatur by sharing your feedback 

at surveymonkey.com/r/single-useplastic. 
The ESB is investigating how our community 
might join the fight against plastic pollution. 
The board is currently in the information 
gathering stage of the issue and would like 
your input – as a city resident, a business 
owner, a student in the school system, or any 
other role you may have here. 

Plastic pollution is one of the most press-
ing challenges facing the planet. Each year, 
an estimated 8 million tons of plastic enters 
our oceans, much of it in the form of single-
use plastics such as food packaging, dispos-
able utensils, and the ubiquitous plastic bag. 

Single-use plastic bags are particularly 
problematic, as they are used for an average of 
12 minutes before being discarded, yet – de-
pending on the variety of plastic – take any-
where from 10 to 1,000 years to decompose. 

As a result, these plastics pose very real 
risks to marine mammals, birds, and even 
groundwater as they accumulate and slowly 
break down. In response, nearly 350 mu-
nicipalities across the country have adopted 
measures to reduce plastic pollution, ranging 
from restrictions on certain single-use items 
to mandates and fees designed to encourage 
use of reusable or compostable alternatives 
to plastic.

Closer to home, Fulton County recently 
joined several other Southeastern communi-
ties in the fight against plastic pollution by 
voting to phase out all single-use plastics 
like straws, bags and utensils from county 
facilities starting in 2020. The local business 
community, including both independent 
retailers and major national chains, is also 
lending support to this effort through vol-

untary phase-outs of single-use plastic. Most 
notably, the Kroger grocery chain announced 
last year that it would fully transition from 
disposable plastic bags to reusable bags at all 
stores by 2025.

Below: A stream cleanup on the south River 
just south of Decatur. Plastic in shoal Creek 
floats down to the south River, to the ocmul-
gee and ultimately to the Atlantic ocean.

Out-of-Town house Check
Planning to be away from your home for a few days? Request an out-of-town house check and 
the Decatur Police Department will check on your house while you are gone. To sign up for this 
service complete the form in the city’s SeeClickFix system or call the police department at 404-
373-6551. 

To aid the department in its scheduling processes, do not enter your information any earlier 
than seven days prior to your departure. If by chance you change your mind and do not leave 
town, be sure to let them know that as well. 

To complete this form online, visit decaturga.com/seeclickfix. Scroll down and look for the 
“Out of Town House Check Request” tab. Enter your address in the address search bar, hit con-
firm location. Answer the questions and then hit submit. Once done, you will receive an auto-
generated confirmation email from the SeeClickFix system. 

You may also download the SeeClickFix smartphone app to make your request. Look for 
MyDecaturGA in your app store.  

easy ways to  
request an out-of-
town house check:

•  Click on the seeClickFix page 
and scroll down to the “Report 
an Issue” tab.

•  Download the seeClickFix app 
on your smartphone. look for 
MyDecaturGA in your app store.

•  Call the police non-emergency 
number, 404-373-6551.

3
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i
n July, community partners, residents 
of Oakview Walk and other stakehold-
ers officially opened the Oakview Walk 
apartment community, a redevelopment 

of the former Oakview Apartments at 1111 
Oakview Rd. in Decatur’s Oakhurst neigh-
borhood. Decatur Housing Authority (DHA) 
Executive Director Douglas Faust, Decatur 
Mayor Patti Garrett, DHA Board of Commis-
sioners Chair Melissa Heffner, Dorothy Bell, 
senior construction management program 
specialist, Georgia Department of Commu-
nity Affairs, Jill Toth of Bank of America, and 
others gave remarks and participated in the 
ribbon-cutting ceremony. 

Replacing an outdated apartment com-
plex, Oakview Walk now consists of 34 fam-
ily apartments in a three-story building. It 
includes 27 one-bedroom units and seven 
two-bedroom apartments, all built to the 
Enterprise Community Green standard. The 
community also includes a multipurpose 
community room, a covered exterior gather-
ing area, onsite laundry, a “tot lot” equipped 
play area, fenced community garden, gather-
ing area with kitchen, computer lab, wellness 
center and an onsite management office. 

Because DHA and the City of Decatur are 

committed to maintaining 
economic diversity within the 
city through workforce hous-
ing, DHA created a revitaliza-
tion strategy for the former 88 
units of Gateway Manor and 
24 units of Oakview Apart-
ments. The project will be 
conducted in three phases and 
to create new communities 
of attractive, energy-efficient 
apartment homes with onsite 
amenities and life-enhancing 
programs in the communities’ 
original locations, close to Decatur schools, 
public transportation, shopping, dining, recre-
ation, medical facilities and worship centers.

Oakview Walk is the third and final phase 
of the extensive Trinity Walk revitalization ef-
fort by DHA, the City of Decatur, Preserving 
Affordable Housing, Inc. (PAH), U.S. Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD), City Schools of Decatur, MARTA, 
Hudson Housing Capital, Sugar Creek Capi-
tal, Bank of America, and Merrill Lynch. 
Martin Riley Associates was the architect for 
Oakview Walk, Kimley-Horn was the project 
engineer, and Bradley Construction served as 

general contractor. DHA 
construction inspection 
was managed by Mary 
Beth Hemenway of The 
Hemenway Group, LLC, 
and Green Building moni-
toring and testing was 
handled by Carl Seville of 
SK Collaborative.

Twenty-seven of the 
new apartments are tax 
credit units designed for 
families earning 30-60 
percent of Area Median 

Income (AMI). The remaining seven apart-
ments are designated as workforce housing 
for families earning 80-to-120 percent of 
AMI, with rents below market rate.

With the nine homes at Trinity Walk I 
and II, and the completion of 34 homes at 
Oakview Walk, DHA has added 43 new 
homes to its affordable housing stock. Since 
2014, this is a 9 percent increase in hous-
ing stock (from 475 up to 518 homes) while 
completing the revitalization of Allen Wilson 
and Trinity Walk communities, comprising 
346 homes, for a total investment of $55.7 
million. 

Decatur housing Authority Officially Opens 
Oakview Walk Apartment Community 

OAKVIEW 
WALK
1111 oakview Rd.

27 one-bedroom units

7 two-bedroom units

Built to meet enterprise 
Community Green 
standards
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DeKalb County Board of health:

Arbovirus Program Update 
Reporting Activity January-August

T
he West Nile virus (WNV) season officially started this summer with test results of 
12 locations with WNV-positive mosquitoes. While we have not had any human 
cases of WNV, August, September and October are the months when most cases are 
reported. Take precautions, including using repellent, particularly at dawn and dusk 

when these mosquitoes feed. 
Also remember to check around your property and eliminate any standing water that could 

last for five or more days. There is a checklist on the DeKalb Board of Health website that can 
assist you in locating mosquito breeding sites around your yard or business. The mosquito spe-
cies in our area do not travel far. Therefore, if you have mosquitoes in your yard, they are prob-
ably breeding there. Eliminating breeding sites will help minimize the mosquito population. 

DeKalb County’s 2019 season WNV-positive activity total now consists of no human cases of 
WNV infection and 21 WNV-positive mosquito collections from 12 WNV-positive mosquito 
trap locations. 

 To learn more, visit dekalbhealth.net/envhealth/west-nile-virus/ or call 404-508-7900.

human Arboviral Disease Surveillance
West nile Virus (WnV):
• No cases of wNV in DeKalb County 

residents
• 1 case* of wNV in a Georgia resident
• 128 wNV cases* in CDC National 

Report including 96 in Arizona

Zika Virus:
• 1 case* of internationally-acquired Zika 

virus in a DeKalb County resident
• 4 cases* of internationally-acquired 

Zika virus in Georgia residents

Chikungunya Virus:
• 1 case* of internationally-acquired 

chikungunya virus in a DeKalb County 
resident

Mosquito Surveillance:
• 21 wNV positive mosquito collections
• 12 wNV positive mosquito trap 

locations
• No Zika virus positive mosquito 

collections
• 30 mosquito trap locations sampled in 

DeKalb County
• 435 collections of mosquitoes 

submitted for arbovirus testing
• 150 mosquito trap nights
• 10,984 mosquitoes counted and 

identified

 

Mosquito Control efforts:
• 108 calls requesting mosquito control 

assistance received and visited
• 2,878 homes visited in door-to-door 

educational efforts
• More than 6,800 storm drains and 

other mosquito breeding sites 
larvicided

• Detailed assessments where 
surveillance has indicated increased 
risk for virus activity

 
*Includes confirmed and probable cases

Compiled by the Division of Environmental 
Health at the DeKalb County Board of Health

wNV-positive mosquito 
trap locations: 12

wNV-positive mosquito 
collections: 21

Trinity Mercantile & 
Design Celebrates 
7th Anniversary
Trinity Mercantile & Design Co., 116 E. 
Trinity Pl., is celebrating its seventh anniver-
sary with an Anniversary Sale, Sept. 3-14. 
Customers will receive 20 percent off special 
orders, 25 percent off everything in store 
(excludes original artwork), and 75 percent 
off select items. Complimentary parking is 
available. For more information, visit trinity-
decatur.com or call 404-378-0197. 
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Plants Creative 
landscapes launches 
Solar-Powered 
equipment Program

P
lants Creative Landscapes, a full-service 
landscaping company at 425 E. College Ave., 
Decatur, has launched a new solar-powered 
equipment program this summer. By outfit-

ting their trucks with rooftop solar panels, and using 
these panels to power lithium-ion batteries inside each 
truck, they have harnessed solar energy for use with en-
vironmentally friendly electrical equipment. 

The program started with a single truck prototype 
ready for daily use in July. Pam Dooley, owner of Plants 
Creative, plans to have a second truck ready by the end 
of the third quarter. 

There are two major research-backed benefits of 
switching over to this new system.
•		 Electric-powered	equipment	will	reduce	the	compa-

ny’s CO2 emissions. Since the equipment emits zero 
carbon, it will drastically reduce Plants Creatives’ 
environmental footprint. 

•		 Electric-powered	equipment	will	reduce	noise	pol-
lution by up to 28 percent. Gas lawn mowers tend to 
run at 90-plus decibels, with electric mowers operat-
ing in the 65- to 85-decibel range. Normal conversa-
tion rates at about 75 decibels on the scale. 

Dooley partnered with Clint Dooley and Brandon 
Barker to develop this innovative system. Three panels 
are mounted on the top of each truck. Energy from 
these panels is transformed into power for lithium-ion 
batteries housed in chargers inside of the truck. These 
batteries power a line of state-of-the-art cordless elec-
trical equipment from EGO, including string trimmers, 
edgers, blowers and lawn mowers. 

The system can utilize multiple forms of electrical 
input to maintain optimal power levels in the batteries. 
The truck’s primary source of energy is solar, but has 
technology in place to intelligently switch sources from 
either the truck’s charging system or by plugging into a 
standard outlet. This combination of technology main-
tains optimal battery health when not in use, allowing 
for always-on power. 

Plants Creative is coupling the launch of a solar-
powered equipment program with the launch of a 
groundbreaking Automower program, which will see 
gas lawnmowers replaced by robotic mowers on eligible 
properties. These autonomous mowers are even quieter 
than manual electrical mowers and will help to drasti-
cally reduce the company’s environmental footprint.

For more information, visit plantscreative.com

Decatur Presbyterian Church 
Blessing of the Animals
Saturday, Oct. 5 • 10:30 a.m.-noon
Decatur Presbyterian Church invites all members of the community to join Dr. Todd 
Speed and his yellow lab, Chevy, for a blessing of the animals. The blessing of pets 
and animals is celebrated 
on Oct. 5, the feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi, or near 
that date. This custom is 
conducted in remembrance 
of St. Francis of Assisi’s love 
for all creatures. 

The event will take place 
in the Terrace Garden of 
the church at 205 Syca-
more St., corner of Church 
and Sycamore streets. 
In case of rain it will be 
moved to Slack Fellowship 
Hall. The blessing is fol-
lowed by contests, games, 
prizes, gifts, refreshments 
and treats for both you and 
your pets. All are welcome.

fall QuickBooks Classes
9 a.m.-1 p.m. • Decatur Recreation Center • 231 Sycamore St. •  $147
If you use QuickBooks to manage your small business, this half-day basics class – 
taught by Advanced Certified QuickBooks ProAdvisor and Professional Organizer 
Kristin Diver of System Happy, Inc. – can provide you with tips and tricks that save 
tons of time. If you struggle with your books, this class is for you, and even expe-
rienced users will gain nuggets of efficiency. The class includes a comprehensive 
screenshot manual, snacks, lunch, drinks plus a face-to-face half-hour on-site visit 
after class. 

Online classes will be offered on Oct. 18 and Dec. 19. Desktop classes are set for 
Sept. 19 and Nov. 14.
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Gardening among the Graves

Cemetery Friends 
Remember Henry Oliver 
Sunday, Oct. 6 • 4 p.m.
Join the Friends of Decatur Cemetery (FODC) as they celebrate 
the life of Henry Oliver, one of Decatur’s leading African-Amer-
ican citizens. For many years his gravesite in Decatur Cemetery 
was unmarked, but a grant from the Decatur Craft Beer Festival 
enabled the Friends (FODC) to purchase a headstone for it.

Mr. Oliver (1826-1904) settled in Decatur after the Civil War 
and was a blacksmith by trade. He owned a good deal of property 
in what is today downtown Decatur. Oliver Street, which once ran 
near Decatur High School, the Henry Oliver Room in the down-
town Marriott, and the Oliver House Apartments off Commerce 
Drive all bear his name. Many members 
of his extended family still live in the 
Decatur area and have been invited to 
the celebration.

FODC will dedicate the granite 
marker, which is located in the Old 
Section of the Cemetery off Commerce 
Drive. Join them in remembering this 
important part of Decatur’s history. 

For more information, contact 
FODC at friendsofdecaturcemetery@
gmail.com or call 404-373-7530 and 
leave a message.

Three years in Decatur

Functionize Health & 
Physical Therapy Celebrates

F
unctionize is 
a private-pay 
physical therapy 
and wellness 

center serving active 
adults and athletes across 
the Greater Atlanta Area. 
Built on the foundation 
of understanding hu-
man experience, offer-
ing practical solutions, 
and insisting on an 
individualized approach, 
Functionize empowers 
patrons to take control of their health and wellness. 

Beyond the quick fix or cursory diagnosis, the center seeks out the 
core cause of a client’s limitation or pain and employs a comprehensive, 
custom care plan to resolve it.

Whether you are an athlete progressing toward peak performance, 
parents looking to keep up with their kids, or simply someone who wants 
to get back to an active lifestyle, Functionize is here to help. Call or email 
Functionize today, 404-907-4196 or info@functionizehealth.com. 

In July, the regular 
group of Decatur 
Cemetery garden 
volunteers met in 
94-degree heat to clear 
out invasive plants near 
the pond. If you would 
like to join the Tuesday 
group, contact Jim 
Toney, jtoney3287@
comcast.net, or Friends 
of Decatur Cemetery,
friendsofdecaturcem-
etery@gmail.com, to 
learn about volunteer 
opportunities. 

From left: Brett Testa, Jim 
Rabb, lisa Daily, Connie Rose
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Core Dance Celebrates 40th Season
Core Dance has launched a new logo celebrat-
ing the studio’s 40th season. A landmark on the 
Decatur Square for longer than most can remem-
ber, Core Dance actually began in Eddie’s Attic. 
Sometimes you can see the dancers rehearsing in 
the square. Maybe you have even taken a morn-
ing class (open to the community) or stopped by 
Core’s event, EnCore Dance on Film, during the Decatur Arts Festival. 

Lunchtime in the Studio partners with Decatur restaurants, such as Raging Burrito, to offer 
free lunch and a peek at performances. Visit coredance.org to see all the season’s offerings. 

Guitar 
Decatur 

Grows

Judge Presents the People’s law School

DeKalb County’s Chief Magistrate Judge Berryl A. Anderson invites Decatur residents to apply 
for the second annual People’s Law School. The community education program, which is free 
and available to all DeKalb County residents, is designed to provide adults with a general over-
view of the court system in Georgia, with a special emphasis on DeKalb Magistrate Court. The 
curriculum will include instruction on civil, criminal, ordinance and mental health court mat-
ters. Friday, Sept. 6, is the last day to apply. Space is limited and applying does not guarantee a 
space in the program. 

Classes will take place on Monday evenings for four consecutive Mondays: Oct. 14, Oct. 21, 
Oct. 28, and Nov. 4, 6-8 p.m. After completing all class sessions, participants will “graduate” 
from the People’s Law School. This course is not for educational credit, however, and nothing 
presented or discussed should be considered legal advice.

For more information and to apply for the program, visit TicketLeap.com and enter “People’s 
Law School 2019” in the search box, or email dekalbmagcourtpls@gmail.com. 

To accommodate growing enrollment, Guitar Decatur Music In-
struction Studio has recently completed an expansion of its build-
ing at 117 N. McDonough St. The project opens up the building’s 
interior and adds much-needed additional instruction space. 
Guitar Decatur offers private instruction in guitar, piano, voice, 
drums and violin, as well as music camps during school breaks. 

Core Dance fall 
fieldwork Sessions 
Tuesday, Oct. 8 • 7:30-9 p.m. 
139 Sycamore St.
Fieldwork is a unique forum in which artists 
meet weekly for 10 weeks to show works in 
progress and exchange feedback peer to peer, 
led by experienced facilitators, culminating 
in a showcase at the Schwartz Center for the 
Performing Arts on Dec. 8. 

Fieldwork is for creators: solo performing 
artists, writers, composers, choreographers, 
playwrights, multidisciplinary artists, poets, 
vocalists and more. Weekly sessions begin on 
Tuesday, Oct. 8. For more information visit 
coredance.org/fieldwork.

Wylde Center’s 
Fall Plant Sale
Saturday, Sept. 14 • 9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Wylde Center/Oakhurst Garden
435 Oakview Rd.
September is the perfect time to plant your 
fall vegetable garden. The Wylde Center fall 
plant sale will begin in early September at 
Oakhurst Garden. Stop by anytime to pick 
out vegetable transplants that are grown on 
site, as well as herbs, flowers, and perenni-
als for your garden. You will find vegetables 
that are perfect for the fall garden, including 
Asian greens, artichokes, cardoons, lettuces, 
ch ard, peas, kale, broccoli, cabbage, and so 
much more.

Be sure to attend an informational pre-
sentation on Saturday, Sept. 14, and enjoy 
live music and refreshments while attending 
Wylde Center’s Fall Plant Sale Festival.

10 a.m.-1 p.m. Gardening presentations.  

2-5 p.m. Live music and refreshments for 
visitors as they shop for their fall gardens. 

Prices range from $2 to $5 for vegetables 
and herbs. All proceeds from the plant sale 
benefit ongoing operations at Wylde Center. 
Visit the event Facebook page for the most 
up-to-date information.
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Blue Sky  
Concerts
Wednesdays at the 
Community Bandstand  
on the Square 
noon-1 p.m.

sept. 4 – stephen lee Duo
sept. 18 – The Beulah Boys

Concerts on the Square
Saturdays at the  Community Bandstand • 7-9 p.m.

sept. 7 – The electromatics
sept. 14 – Rhythm earth, presented by the Decatur Youth Council
sept. 21 – sailing to Denver
sept. 28 – emma hearn at the Marlay, 426 w. Ponce de leon Ave.,   
                  (headlining the west Ponce Music stroll, see page 17 )

Meeting Reminder 

September 24 

location and sponsors to be announced 

5:15 p.m. Networking Reception

6 p.m. Program

Check for details and updates at decaturdba.com

stephen lee

The electromatics

Rhythm earth

sailing to Denver emma hearn

The Beulah Boys
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September Jazz nights  
at the Solarium
The Oakhurst Neighborhood 
Association kicks off its Fall 
Concert Series of the Oakhurst 
Jazz Nights in September. The 
community is invited to hear 
live jazz every Thursday in 
September, 7-9 p.m., on the 
lawn of the Old Scottish Rite 
Hospital (Solarium), 321 W. 
Hill St. in Oakhurst. Bring 
your blankets (no lawn chairs, 
please) and enjoy the free con-
certs. This is a rain-or-shine event: the concert moves inside the 
Solarium based on inclement weather.

For a front-row view of the concert, candlelit bistro tables are 
available for reservation. Each table seats up to four and comes 
complete with chairs, table covers, and a custom candle-lit center-
piece. Reservations are $25 per table, per night. For reservations, 
go to the OakhurstJazzNights.com table reservation page or email 
concerts@oakhurstjazznights.com. As always we will accommo-
date the elderly and mobility restricted.

Visit OakhurstJazzNights.com for more information. 

PerfOrMerS

Sept. 5 Bonaventure Quartet 
with Amy Pike

Sept. 12 Matthew Kaminski  
Organ Trio

Sept. 19 Faith Harris
Sept. 26 Diane Durrett and  

Soul Suga 

This wildly popular one-day arts 
event has been embraced by local 
students in grades K-12 as a way 
to showcase their creativity and 
talent to the public. Shop at the 
juried outdoor artists market or 
enjoy live performances at a stage 
in Harmony Park at Oakhurst 
Village. 

Tents will line Harmony Park, 
packed with student artists show-
ing jewelry, paintings, photogra-
phy, drawings, culinary delights, 
and handcrafted goods, all for 
sale. A stage in the center of the 
area will offer a nonstop line-up 
of high-energy performances, 
from wild-and-wooly rock com-
bos to blues acts, singer-songwrit-
ers, soloists, and more. Through 
this event, the young artists gain 
practical experience in event or-
ganization, marketing, and sales 
of their art work.

event for young 
emerging Artists
Sunday, Sept. 22 • 2-6 p.m.
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As your family grows, or you prepare for 
retirement, it’s important to have a plan.

246 Sycamore Street, Suite 150, Decatur, GA 30030
(404) 793-2510  Brooks@Mackintosh.law 

www.mackintosh.law

Estate Planning
Wills & Trusts
Probate

cfa-quarter-01-OUTLINE.pdf   1   7/28/19   6:53 PM

ALL ABOARD for FUN in the OLD DEPOT DISTRICT

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER
SWEET DEALS ALL DAY FROM 
PARTICIPATING MERCHANTS 
+ STREET PARTY 4 TO 8 PM

EAST TRINITY PLACE
EAST HOWARD AVE.
EAST COLLEGE AVE.
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GEORGIA RAILWAY & POW
ER CO.

      take a walk on the 
ODD Side!

                                  join us for the first-ever

info at oddindecatur.com

Decatur’s O.D.D. 
Ball is Set for 
September 7
The merchants in Decatur’s Old Depot 
District (O.D.D.) are planning a late-
summer block party on Saturday, Sept. 
7. Everyone is welcome – pets too! 

The O.D.D. Ball will feature music, 
food, beverages, a dog costume contest 
and more. The Old Depot District 
starts at Twain’s and continues east/
southeast down Trinity and onto East  
Howard Avenue to Sycamore Place, 
and across the tracks on East College. 
Participating merchants and special 
offers will be added to the website 
as they’re confirmed. East Howard 
Avenue, between Candler and Barry 
Street, will be closed for the block 
party from 4 to 8 p.m. 

For event updates and more infor-
mation, visit oddindecatur.com.
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Giving you 
the time and 
attention you 

deserve

LISA CRONIC, REALTOR®
lisacronic@atlantafinehomes.com                                                                           

678.641.4325                                                                         

Decatur Resident for Over 20 Years                                      

AtlantaFineHomes.com | 404.874.0300

© MMXIV Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates, Inc. All Rights Reserved.                                             
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

Your neighbor and  
intown real estate specialist.

•   Top 1% producer, Atlanta 
Board of Realtors (2009 – 2014)

•   More than 125 homes sold in  
City of Decatur since 2009

•   More than 260 homes sold 
overall since 2009

Whether you are buying or selling — or  
simply exploring your options — call me to  
be sure you are positioned for success in 
today’s changing market.

chip@kellerknapp.com  •  678.429.9731 
ChipWallaceRealEstate.com

it’s a Date to Stay up late!

A
ll Decatur residents, and everybody else, too, are invited 
to walk in the Decatur Lantern Parade on the evening of 
Friday, May 15. This is one of those “the-more-the-merrier” 
events, so plan now to participate and be a part of helping 

to make this lantern parade memorable.   
Make your own lantern at home or 

come to a lantern-making workshop 
where supplies and guidance are provid-
ed. Find out where and when by visiting 
decaturlanternparade.com.

To participate, line up at Color Wheel 
Studio at 508 E. Howard Ave. after 8 p.m.  
The parade steps off at 9 p.m. led by The 
Black Sheep Marching Ensemble and pa-
rade guru Chantelle Rytter. The parade 
will wend its way to the community 
bandstand in front of the Old Court-
house on the square.

The parade is sponsored by Color 
Wheel Studio, Decatur Arts Alliance, 
Decatur Education Foundation, and 
the Decatur Development Authority.

Focus May 2015.indd   20 4/21/15   12:10 PM

Global Growers 
Presents  ‘A  
Meaningful Feast’ 

o
n Sept. 21, the Global Growers Network and 
the City of Decatur will again present a Global 
Growers “Meaningful Feast.” The event will 
take place in Decatur Cemetery, 229 Bell St., 

downtown’s largest greenspace (not at Legacy Park, as re-
ported in the July-August Focus). Guests and community 
leaders will dine family-style on a multi-course meal fea-
turing locally grown produce prepared by some of Deca-
tur’s favorite chefs. Other highlights include craft cocktails, 
local beers, a superb wine selection, and silent and live auc-
tions with one-of-a-kind products and experiences. 

This highly anticipated annual fundraiser brings to-
gether partners from all of Decatur’s vibrant food commu-
nity – from the multicultural growers who produce fresh, 
healthy food to the extraordinary chefs who serve delicious 
food day after day. Tickets start at $185. Get yours quick – 
they’ll go fast! For more information, sponsorship oppor-
tunities and to buy tickets, visit globalgrowers.org.

A
MEANINGFUL 
FEAST

more information:
GLOBALGROWERS.ORGTickets

Family-Style Dinner
featuring Global Growers Produce

Unique Libations • Silent and Live Auctions

ORGANIZERS

THE RESTAURANTS

HONORARY HOST
Rashid Nuri

Author and Founder, Truly Living Well

6  TO 10 PM
Historic 
DECATUR 

CEMETERY
Saturday

September 21

a fundraiser for
Global Growers
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625 Dekalb Industrial Way
Decatur, GA 30033

404-924-2000
www.SFVS.com

Internal Medicine | Medical Oncology | Orthopedic & Soft Tissue Surgery | 24/7 Emergency Service

Helps you work with your dog to become confident & happy companions

Decatur Recreation Center 
Register with Sara Holmes at 678-553-6559 or 
sara.holmes@decaturga.com

FALL CLASSES 
• Dog Obedience 
• Pet Therapy Prep 
• Free Agility Info Session   
Terri Kruzan 
404-510-3113 
tkruzan@bellsouth.net 

terri’s 
training 
FOR DOGS  
AND PEOPLE

141 Sams Street | 102 Church Street | Decatur, Georgia 30030
404.378.3388 | decaturballet.com

join in the dance with
CREATIVE MOVEMENT | BALLET | JAZZ | TAP | MODERN

HIP HOP | MALE DANCE FOR MUSICAL THEATRE | CONDITIONING FOR DANCERS 
and much more!

‘remembering Marvin rhodes’ 
on exhibit at Different Trains
In conjunction with Atlanta Celebrates Photography, Different 
Trains Gallery, 432 E. Howard Ave., presents “Remembering Marvin 
Rhodes,” a small retrospective exhibition of photographs by the late 
Atlanta photographer and Vietnam veteran, who passed away in 
2017. His work is in the collections of the Brooklyn Museum, High 
Museum of Art, San Francisco Museum of Art and the Museum of 
Modern Art. 

Gallery Director Shawn Vinson first exhibited Rhodes’ photographs 
at his Decatur square gallery nearly 20 years ago, and Rhodes asked 
Vinson to manage his archive after his passing. This exhibition is 
sponsored in part by the Stuart A. Rose Manuscript, Archives and 
Rare Book Library at Emory University. The opening reception is 
Thursday, Sept. 19, and the show continues through Oct. 19.

Visit differenttrainsgallery.com for updates and more information.

Different Trains Gallery 2 Presents Academe 
of the Oaks exhibition

Different Trains Gallery 2 (DTG2) is currently presenting “People of 
the World,” a group exhibition by students at Decatur’s Academe of 
the Oaks High School. The gallery is located at Cornerstone Bank of 
Decatur, 125 Clairemont Ave. The show continues through Oct. 18.

Visit differenttrainsgallery.com for updates and more information.

West Ponce businesses will open their patios and parking lots, 
transforming them into stages for a day of free live music for the 
second annual West Ponce Music Stroll. Bands will be playing 
at businesses along West Ponce de Leon Avenue throughout the 
day. In the evening, a large stage outside The Marlay will host 
three bands to culminate the event. 

Proceeds will benefit the Decatur Makers. The event is free and 
family friendly. There will be a Makers Market with local makers 
selling products, along with showcase chalk artists of all levels. 

The event will take place 1-9 p.m. on West  Ponce de Leon Av-
enue. The first band will play at Dancing Goats, 419 W. Ponce de 
Leon Ave. For more details about bands, locations and set times 
visit gowestponce.com. 

SPOnSOrS

Presenting
Decatur Arts Alliance
Downtown Development 
    Authority
Mi Campo Tequila 
With the Band
Decatur Business Association
Decatur Tourism Bureau
sysco 
 
 

 

founders
Carter & Associates Realtors
Decatur screen Print
Farm Burger
Task Force for Global health
Three Taverns 
friends
Downtown Decatur Neighbors
Pho King
Color Drunk Designs 
Grassroots
First Christian Church of Decatur
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"I am a practicing Chiropractic
Physician. For the past 20 years I've

been passionate about healthy
living. 

The prevention of pain and chronic
diseases are the focuses of my

practice. 
I manage these conditions through

Chiropractic Care, Functional
Medicine and Nutrition."

WELLSPRING 
CHIROPRACTIC 

& 
WELLNESS

OFFICE -  404.377.7263

235 E. Ponce De Leon Ave.
Suite 109

Decatur, GA 30030

WELLSPRINGINDECATUR.COM
WELLSPRINGDECATUR@GMAIL.COM

Oakhurst recovery Program hosts 
fundraising event

T
he Oakhurst Recovery Program (ORP) is participating in National Recovery Month 
to raise awareness of its program – and recovery in general – by hosting its annual 
fundraising event on Sunday, Sept. 29, at the Solarium, 321 W. Hill St. This year’s 
theme is Join the Voices of Recovery: Together We are Stronger. The theme empha-

sizes the need to share resources and build networks across 
various communities that support recovery in all its forms.

The event will include a gourmet dessert, stories of strug-
gles and recovery from men in the program or graduates, 
and a Silent Auction with artwork created by the men be-
ing showcased, along with other local artists. This artwork 
comes through program participants learning new ways to 
express themselves and finding ways of healing. Many have 
offered their works to be part of ORP brochures, flyers, and 
business cards. From landscapes to nature, city scenes and 
abstract works, artistic expression is an integral part of re-
covery at ORP.

The Oakhurst Recovery Program, established in 1997 in 
Decatur, offers free long-term residential support services 
for up to 10 indigent, homeless men with drug and/or alco-
hol addiction. The men have 
private rooms and stay in the 
program for 12-24 months at 
no charge to them. Not only 
are the residents supported 
during their recovery but 
they also leave the program 
with steady employment and 
stable housing.

For tickets contact Peg 
Bumgardner, board chair, at 
events.oakhurstrecovery@
gmail.com. 

events at first 
Baptist Church of 
Decatur
308 Clairemont Ave.

friday, Sept. 6 
Movie on the lawn at First Baptist 
Church 
Join First Baptist Church of Decatur (FBCD)
for a free family movie night on the lawn. 
Inflatables, music, and games begin at 6:30 
p.m. The movie starts at 8 p.m. To RSVP 
and for updates visit First Baptist’s Facebook 
page: facebook.com/decaturchurch.

Sunday, Sept. 8
FBCD First school Celebrates 50th Year
First School supporters, families, and alumni 
are invited to join First Baptist Church of 
Decatur on Sunday, Sept. 8, to celebrate 50 
years of service to the community. There will 
be a special recognition during the 11:15 
a.m. worship service, followed by an open 
house and free lunch.

Musical Performances
sunday, sept. 29 • 3 p.m. 
Callanwolde Concert Band 

saturday, oct. 5 • 6 p.m.
Dinner and a show: Viva Italia! 

sunday, Nov. 3 • 3 p.m.
Alejandra sandoval, soprano 

For more information, call the church at 
404-373-1653.
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Join the Madison Ave. soapbox Derby for race day in oakhurst. Come check out creatively 
themed soapbox racecars on pit row, cheer on competitors young and old as they race 
against the clock, and enjoy live music, food, drinks and more – all for a great cause. 

Now in its ninth year, the family-friendly Madison Ave. soapbox Derby has raised more 
than $150,000 for local charities serving children. All proceeds from this year’s derby will go 
to the Global Village Project, helping young women refugee newcomers acquire the aca-
demic and social skills they need to succeed in high school and beyond. 

The event is free for spectators and open to the community. For details on competing in the 
derby, volunteering, making a donation or signing on as an event sponsor, visit madisonave-
soapboxderby.org.

Madison 
Avenue 

Soapbox 
Derby 

Returns 
Oct. 5

 

enjoy an afternoon of beer tast-
ing and music on the square in 
downtown Decatur. each general 
admission ticket includes a spe-
cial tasting glass and sips from 
more than 80 breweries. Rock out 
to live music throughout the fes-
tival, while a DJ keeps you mov-
ing between sets. Get a VIP ticket 
for the ultimate beer festival ex-
perience with an exclusive VIP 
entrance and special beers made 
just for this event by Georgia craft 
brewers.

Tickets go on sale at 8 a.m. on 
sept. 3: $50/general admission 
and $100/VIP. Connect with us 
on Facebook and Instagram for 
all the updates. The Decatur Craft 
Beer Festival proceeds benefit 
Decatur community nonprofit 
organizations. For more informa-
tion, visit decaturbeerfestival.com

Oct. 19  
NOON-5 pm
DOWNtOWN 
DEcAtUR
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Expert, uncompromising  
legal representation  
when you need it most. 

150 E. Ponce de Leon Ave., Suite 260 • Downtown Decatur
404-253-7860 • doug@carllp.com • www.carllp.com

• Personal Injury and Wrongful Death •

DEDICATED. 
EXPERIENCED. 

RESPECTED.

C&A-2col-ad-focus.indd   1 5/14/14   4:47 PM

Totally free and open to all, this year’s Porchfest will feature more 
than 200 performers spread all across the Oakhurst neighborhood. 
Characterized as a day of “radical generosity and good will,” the 
event is only made possible by the voluntary contributions of al-
most a thousand people.

What began in 2015 as a quirky effort to get neighbors out and 
about has since grown to become the Southeast’s largest, most 

musically diverse, and completely noncommercial array of perfor-
mances on any single day. 

Driving is available as a limited option, though attendees are 
strongly encouraged to instead walk, bike, rideshare, e-scooter, or 
take MARTA to the East Lake station. 

Visit oakhurstporchfest.org for the latest news, including the late-
September release of the map and performance schedule.

Oakhurst  
Porchfest Returns
Saturday, Oct. 12 • noon-7 p.m.
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Your neighbor and  
intown real estate specialist.

•   More than 230 homes sold in 
City of Decatur since 2009

•   More than 500 homes sold 
overall since 2009

•   Top Ten Agent in Metro 
Atlanta: 2012, 2013, 2014,  
2015, 2016, 2017

Whether you are buying or selling — or  
simply exploring your options — call me to  
be sure you are positioned for success in 
today’s changing market.

ChipWallaceRealEstate.com 
chip@kellerknapp.com  

 678.429.9731 

TREE PRUNING, FERTILIZING,  
PLANTING, AND REMOVAL.

CALL FOR FREE WOOD CHIPS!

Celebrate Diverse 
Voices with Def and 
little Shop of Stories 
The Decatur Education Foundation (DEF) and 
Little Shop of Stories are partnering to lift up 
diverse voices through children’s and young 
adult literature. Events throughout the year 
will bring nationally acclaimed authors and 
illustrators to Decatur and will include oppor-
tunities for community participation through 
Q&A and a book signing following each event. 
This fall the following authors will be featured:

Sept. 12, 7 p.m. • Ibtihaj Muhammed
Performing Arts Center at Decatur High 
School

Oct. 10, 7 p.m. • Jason Reynolds
Decatur Library in conjunction with the Geor-
gia Center for the Book 

Visit littleshopofstories.com for information.

Muhammad Reynolds
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ANNIVERSARY

SALE !
SEPTEMBER

3RD - 14TH

20% off

25% off

75% off

ALL SPECIAL ORDERS

EVERYTHING IN STORE

SELECT ITEMS
*sale excludes original artwork

Visit us in Downtown Decatur
www.trinity-decatur.com
complimentary parking available

DEF Wants YOU to Mentor a Student
The Decatur Education Foundation 
(DEF) began the Opportunity Partner-
ship (OP) mentoring program three 
years ago to help address the opportu-
nity gap that exists in our community. 
The program pairs elementary-age 
students with adult mentors to help 
broaden their experiences, instill self-
confidence, and develop new skills. 
The local nonprofit is now starting its 
fourth cohort of third graders and is 
seeking male and female adult mentors. 
Could one of them be you?

Mentoring doesn’t just benefit the 
student – it can be an enriching relationship 
for the mentor too. Mentors report feeling 
an increase in self-esteem and a heightened 
sense of fulfillment and well being as a result 
of mentoring a student. 

Mentor Elizabeth Lenhard decided to be-
come a mentor after the 2016 election. She 

was paired with then-third grader Halima, 
and the two have gotten to know each other 
through weekly visits and outings. They 
share a love of reading, so many of their out-
ings include trips to the library to load up on 
books. 

What does it take to be an OP mentor? 

The program requires mentors to 
spend a minimum of two to four hours 
per month with their mentee. That 
time can be spent however you and 
your mentee choose: playing sports 
and games, taking walks in Decatur, or 
doing homework together. Elizabeth 
thinks the qualities most important in 
a mentor are patience, perseverance, 
and the ability to look at the experience 
in the “long range view.” 

There are so many ways to support 
kids in our community. Monetary gifts 
help, but so does the gift of your time. 

Give back to your community in a meaning-
ful way that can have long-term benefits for 
you and a local student by participating in 
the OP mentoring program. To learn more 
about becoming a part of the Opportunity 
Partnership program, contact marie@deca-
tureducationfoundation.org. 
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Around Town

     
 

 

  

  
  

  

show off your Decatur on social  
media and share it with your neighbors. 
email your news and photos to  
renae.madison@decaturga.com. 

Table Tennis Camp

Charlie slater completed his seventh annual Table Tennis Camp at 
the Decatur Recreation Center, with 28 kids participating, ranging 
in age from 8 to 15. Charlie wants to remind everyone that table 
tennis is played twice a week at the rec center. For details, visit 
decaturtabletennis.org.

#tabletenniscamp      #paddlesnotonlyforcanoes     #decaturrec  

Back-to-School Movie Bash

The community was invited to the Beacon Municipal Center lawn 
for another superhero Back-to-school Movie Bash, which included a 
free showing of Captain Marvel.

#backtoschoolmoviebash       #endofsummer       #communityfun

Back to School!

students and parents were all smiles on the 
first day of school. City Commissioners and 
city staff members joined in the first day of 
school action too.

#backtoschool  #saferoutes   #publicworks

 decaturga     downtowndecatur     cityofdecaturga

     

#decaturga
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The history of watchmaking 
writes a whole new Paige!

117 East Court Square . Decatur . 404/370-3979
500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave . Atlanta .404/892-8294

www.worthmorejewelers.comwww.worthmorejewelers.comwww.worthmorejewelers.com

Vintage American pocket watches 
reborn for the wrist from Rpaige.

Custom Firepits
Neighborhood logos  

Last names  
Corporate logos

porChFest gear
Shirts (adults & kids) 

Hats & Bags

Custom signage
Cut from durable  

14 gauge steel

      
neighborhood 

swag

Custom

Visit us at porChFest  
 ~ 3rd Avenue & Oakview Road ~ 

order online
www.oakhurst-porchfest.com

For more info: epilgrim21@att.net 
          oakhurstmetalandmore


