
Decatur Acts on 
Affordable Housing 
Task Force Report

T
he Affordable Housing Task Force 
wrapped up their work in February 2020 
with a presentation of findings and rec-
ommendations on how to preserve and 

increase housing affordability in Decatur. Since 
then, the City of Decatur has implemented several 
of the recommendations and is pleased to share the 
following list as an update:

•  The first measure to address Decatur’s 
shortage of accessible for-sale and rental 
housing is a Mandatory Inclusionary 
Housing policy. Prior to this policy, 
developers were encouraged to add af-
fordable new rental units to new devel-
opments by allowing a density bonus. 
The new policy, adopted in July 2020, 
requires that any new development 
with five or more units set aside at least 
10 percent of the units for moderate-
income households. This policy should 
bring its first inclusionary units in 2022 
with new developments that are now in 
the permitting process.

•  A full-time Affordable Housing Fellow 
was hired by the city in November 2020 

to research and implement Task Force 
recommendations.

•  The Decatur Land Trust (DLT) was 
incorporated as a nonprofit entity in July 
to facilitate the purchase and develop-
ment of homes, rental units, and land 
with 99-year renewable land leases for 
permanent affordability. To start off, 
the DLT will partner with the Decatur 
Development Authority on the Cottage 
Court Pilot Project at 230 Commerce 
Dr. and Legacy Project Board on the 
north housing village at Legacy Park.

•  With extensive assistance from the At-
lanta Regional Commission through 
their Community Design Assistance 
Program (CDAP), a year-round Hous-

ing Rehabilitation Program will be 
established to facilitate home repairs for 
low-income and senior homeowners. 
The CDAP report provided city staff and 
leaders with the nuts and bolts on how 
best to operate the program and funding 
sources. 
Up next for consideration are amend-

ments to the city’s Unified Development 
Ordinance. One of the recommendations 
from the Task Force is to increase the 
variety of housing options in traditional, 
single-family zoning districts by allowing 
low-density duplexes, triplexes and quad-
plexes. City staff are at the beginning of 
public participation on this topic and the 
community at large is asked to participate.

continued on page 3

Renovated quadplex located in Decatur, 
Georgia. Courtesy PlaceMakers, 2021
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Better Together Welcoming Business Award:

NOMINATE A BUSINESS TODAY
Nominations are now open for the Better Together Advisory Board’s annual Welcoming Busi-
ness Award. The purpose of the award is to:
•  Reward and publicly recognize leadership actions that create a welcoming and inclusive 

business environment in the city of Decatur;
•  Encourage businesses to prioritize inclusivity as a “best practice;” and
•  Publicize and share “best practices” among local businesses.

Award criteria:
•  Increasing accessibility for people with disabilities;
•  Creating a welcoming environment for people who are historically marginalized based on 

race, gender, class, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age;
•  Recruiting and hiring practices aimed at creating a diverse staff;
•  Training of staff to be aware of diversity and offer welcome to all patrons;
•  Creating an overall welcoming and inclusive environment while supporting public health in 

the city of Decatur by implementing necessary protocols during the COVID-19 pandemic.
• Anything else that creates a welcoming and inclusive environment.

The deadline to submit nominations is Oct. 25. Nomination forms can be found at decatur-
ga.com/welcomingbusiness. You can return the form via email to Linda Harris, linda.harris@
decaturga.com, or mail it to her attention at City of Decatur, PO Box 220, Decatur GA 30031.

The Better Together Advisory Board was established as a result of the Better Together Com-
munity Action Plan for Equity, Inclusion and Engagement. Focus Area 4 of the Community 
Action Plan is to “Cultivate a welcoming and inclusive retail environment for serving a diverse 
clientele.” The Advisory Board created the Welcoming and Inclusive Business Award to high-
light those businesses who make equity and inclusion a priority.

For more information contact Linda Harris, linda.harris@decaturga.com, or Renae Madison, 
renae.madison@decaturga.com.

Previous winners: Kelly’s Market, Clarity Fitness, and Hop ’n Shop
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The Decatur Focus is a joint publication of the City of 
Decatur, the Decatur Downtown Development Author-
ity and the Decatur Business Association. It is a newslet-
ter intended to provide announcements and information 
related to events, activities, and businesses in the city of 
Decatur. The purpose of the newsletter is to promote the 
city and encourage the exchange of information among 
residents, business owners and the school system. Letters 
to the editor, editorials or other opinion pieces are not 
published. All press releases, announcements and other 
information received for publication are subject to edit-
ing. Information found in the Focus is also posted on 
Decatur’s official website at decaturga.com. The deadline 
for submitting articles, announcements or advertising is 
the first day of the month preceding publication. Con-
tact: Editor, Decatur Focus, P.O. Box 220, Decatur, GA 
30031, 404-371-8386; fax 404-371-1593; email:  
decaturfocus@decaturga.com. 
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1 A community survey will be available 
Oct. 1-Nov. 15, to collect input from the 
public on these potential zoning changes 
to Decatur’s neighborhoods. Find it here: 
surveymonkey.com/r/missingmiddlehous-
ingsurvey. 

2 In addition to the survey, three focused 
conversations will take place virtually us-
ing Zoom. To register, visit  
decaturga.com/affordablehousingevents.
Oct. 20 • 6-7:30 p.m. 
Oct. 26 • 11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Nov. 11 • 6-7:30 p.m.  

3 A hotline will be available 1-4 p.m., Tues-
day through Thursday, Oct. 26-Nov. 11, 
for the public to call to ask questions, 
make comments or learn about specific 
events. During this time period, call 470-
868-5114. 
Read about the Task Force’s report, view 

video content, interact with a storymap, and 
more on Decatur’s newest webpage: deca-
turga.com/affordablehousing.

Affordable Housing
continued from page 1

Summer Intern at 
Decatur Cemetery
 
Camille Crumbley of Stone Mountain, a 
junior at Wake Forest University, volun-
teered last summer at the cemetery. Using 
her majors of history and communica-
tions, she worked to refurbish the bulletin 
board outside of the cemetery office. She 
also worked with volunteer Tolly William-
son to identify gravestone epitaphs with 
a goal of creating a new tour for the cem-
etery. Good work! Thanks, Camille! 

Decatur Kicks Off  Part 2 of  
Fall Anti-Racism Speaker Series 
A Discussion about Trust between Citizens and Public Institutions 
Wednesday, Oct. 13 • 6-7:30 p.m.

In 1968, while appearing on the Dick Cavett Show, James Baldwin poi-
gnantly argued, “I don’t know what most white people in this country 
feel, but I can only conclude what they feel from the state of their insti-
tutions.” 

The Better Together Advisory Board is pleased to offer part two of 
the fall Anti-Racism Speaker Series as an opportunity to explore the 
state of the city of Decatur’s institutions. In this second part of our on-
going discussion about trust, vulnerability and community building, 
representatives from the City of Decatur, the Decatur Police Department, and the City Schools 
of Decatur are brought together in conversation with several Decatur community leaders.

The panel discussion will create space for an honest dialog about trust as the foundation for 
constructive and purposeful civic engagement and institutional responsiveness. We will explore 
the trust deficit in the United States and how that impacts race relations in particular, as well as 
discuss effective strategies to nurture trust between citizens and public institutions.

The focus on trust in this Anti-Racism Speaker Series stems from national surveys show-
ing a decrease in trust among citizens, and between citizens and public institutions. With this 
erosion of trust, American citizens have fewer and fewer opportunities to practice and observe 
groups of people disagreeing without being disagreeable – a fundamental tenet of a functioning 
democratic society.

This series of constructive dialog aims to challenge and inspire our community to take ac-
tionable steps to instill anti-racism throughout our policies and procedures, building a shared 
understanding of trust as the foundation for constructive dialog and action.

Visit decaturga.com/speakerseries for more information and to register.

Floodplain 
Information 
Available 
The Decatur Public Works department 
provides general floodplain information on 
property located within the incorporated 
city limits. The Decatur Library also provides 
references on flooding and flood protection. 
A map and information service, available for 
a $10 fee, explains:
• If a property is in a special flood hazard 

area
• If a property is in a floodway
• Flood insurance rate map information
• Flood depth information
• If a FEMA elevation certificate for a prop-

erty is available in city records.
An accurate street address or DeKalb 

County/Decatur Tax Parcel Identification 
number is needed to obtain this information. 
Contact 678-553-6529 or Jennings.bell@de-
caturga.com.

SOLID WASTE AND HOLIDAY 
RECYCLING SCHEDULE

Columbus Day 
Monday, Oct. 11
No changes to regular services
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Neighborhood Cleanup Days Return!
Saturdays through December, beginning at 7:30 a.m.

T
he City of Decatur is hosting Neighborhood Cleanup Days 
on Saturdays, through December, to allow residents to dis-
pose of bulky materials that would not normally be placed 
in pay-as-you-throw bags. Every street in the city has been 

assigned a Saturday. See the instructions noted here, and find the date 
specified for your street. Please read carefully to note changes.

All items to be collected should be placed at the curb no later than 
7:30 a.m. This ensures that we do not have to rerun routes for late set-
outs. Collections run until 3:30 p.m. or until finished – whichever is 
sooner.

If you have questions, contact Sean Woodson, sean.woodson@
decaturga.com, or 404-377-5571.

Acceptable Items
• Yard trimmings
•  Building materials (that are 

not from the work of private 
contractors)

•  Tires
•  Furniture
•  Appliances (not containing 

Freon)
•  Trash that would not normally 

be placed in pay-as-you-throw 
bags

Inman Drive
Missionary Court
Candler Oaks Lane
Kirk Road
Kirk Crossing
Mimosa Drive
Mimosa Place
Missionary Drive
Oldfield Road
McKinnon Drive (Decatur only)
Midway Road
Clarke Hill subdivision 

October 23
College Heights 
Neighborhood 
S. Candler Street
Bruton Street
Green Street (200 block)
Buchanan Terrace
Driftwood Terrace
Driftwood Place
Park Drive
Candler Drive
East Pharr Road
McClean Street
Garland Avenue

S. McDonough Street (100 to 500 
block)

W. College Avenue (100 to 700 
block)

W. Dougherty Street
W. Davis Street
W. Hancock Street
E. Hancock Street
E. Davis Street
College Place

October 16
Winnona Park 
Neighborhood
S. Columbia Drive
Commerce Drive (railroad 

underpass to S. Columbia)
Conway Road
Hargrove Townhomes
Avery Street
Hilldale Drive
Winnona Drive
Poplar Circle
Bucher Drive
Derrydown Way
Heatherdown Road
Shadowmoor Drive

October 2
Oakhurst Neighborhood #4
W. Hill Street
E. Hill Street
E. Benson Street
W. Benson Street
McKoy Street (100 to 400 block)
Adams Street (600 to 700 block)
S. McDonough Street (600 to 700 

block)
Green Street (100 block)
Oakview Road (400 to 800 block)
Mead Road
Olympic Place
Jefferson Place

Also October 2  
RESCHEDULED! 
(originally Oct. 9)
Ansley Street
Greenwood Avenue
Greenwood Place
Evans Drive
Kings Highway 
Adams Street (100 to 500 block)

Griffin Circle
Brower Street
Chevelle Lane
Candler Drive
Candler Pointe
Park Drive
Overlook Bluff
West Dearborn Circle

October 30
Decatur Heights 
Neighborhood
Barry Street
N. Candler Street
Pate Street
E. Maple Street
Village Walk
Sycamore Street
E. Ponce de Leon Ave. (400 to 

1100 Block)
Ponce de Leon Court
Hillyer Place
Sycamore Place
Oak Lane
Mountain View Street
Hillcrest Avenue
Springdale Street
Glenn Street
E. Howard Avenue

Unacceptable Items
•  Liquids
•  Dirt
•  Bricks
•  Blocks
•  Stone, rocks, or concrete
•  Motor vehicle batteries or 

parts
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November 6
Decatur Heights 
Neighborhood
Grove Street
Hickory Street
Lockwood Terrace
Sycamore Ridge Drive
Renfroe Court
Fitzgerald Court
Wilburn Court
Grovemont Court
Woodland Court
Pinehurst Street
Poplar Street
Ridgeland Avenue
Sycamore Drive
Springdale Street
Sycamore Station
Fairview Street
Glendale Avenue
Glenn Circle
Pinecrest Avenue
Mt. Vernon Drive
Forkner Drive 
Old Decatur Circle
Glenn Court 
Townsend at Decatur 

Townhomes
Moda Townhomes
Regency Townhomes

November 13
Great Lakes
Clarion
Nelson Ferry
Woodlawn
Plainview Street
Coventry (Nelson Ferry to Scott 

Boulevard)
Fairfield (Coventry to 

Woodlawn)
Vidal Boulevard
Lamont Drive 
Garden Lane
Beaumont Avenue
Oakland Street
Montgomery Street
Fairview Avenue
Ponce de Leon Place
Northern Avenue
Wilton Drive

November 20
Great Lakes
Clairemont Avenue (100 to 800 

block)
Champlain Street
Seneca Street
Erie Avenue
Huron Street
Michigan Avenue
Superior Avenue
Lucerne
Geneva Street
Superior Avenue (400 to 600 

block)
Church Street (600 block to 

1335)
Knob Hill
Glen Lake Commons
Willow Lane
Pensdale Road
Eastland Drive
Parkside Circle
BrownStones
Landover Drive
Ferndale Drive
N. Decatur Road
Scott Boulevard (800 to 1300 

block)

December 4
Westchester Neighborhood
Westchester Drive
Dogwood Way
Maediris Drive
Harold Byrd Drive
Clairemont Avenue (900 to 1100 

block)
Ridley Circle
Mockingbird Lane
Chelsea Drive
Kathryn Avenue
North Parkwood Drive
Coventry Drive (North 

Parkwood Drive to Scott)
Merrill Avenue
Pope Circle 
Harold Byrd Lane S
Walden Square Way
 

December 11
Lenox Place
Greenwood Circle
W. Howard (300 to 900 block)
Patillo Way

Eastlake Drive (2300 block)
Atlanta Avenue
Hibernia Avenue
Braeburn Lane
Ridley Lane
Adair Street
Cottonwood Place
Emerson Avenue
W. Ponce de Leon Avenue (600 

to 900 block)
Drexel Avenue
Devonshire Avenue
Hampshire Avenue
Lansdowne Avenue
Melrose Avenue
Chief Matthews Drive
E. Parkwood Road
W. Parkwood Road
Upland Road
Wimberly Court
Parkwood Lane
Pinetree Drive
Scott Boulevard (100 to 700 

block)
Swanton Hill subdivision
Charter Square

Halloween Decoration Season Is Here 
Be the Next Winner of the Commissioners Cauldron
It’s time to pull out your best Halloween decorations, dress up your home or business in the colors 
and traditions of the season, and enter the Halloween Decorating Contest. Submit a photo of your 
best decor talents or nominate your neighbor to Jackie Moore at jacqueline.moore@decaturga.com by 
Friday, Oct. 22, and be sure to include your name and address in the email.

Winners will be posted on the city’s official social media pages and the Decorate Decatur Facebook 
page. Special yard signs will be posted in the yards of winners to display for Halloween.

The Commissioners Cauldron winners will be announced at the City Commission meeting on 
Monday, Nov. 1. For more information, email jacqueline.moore@decaturga.com.

Decatur Holiday Ornament Unveiling November 4
It’s the first Terrific Thursday of the season!
Decatur will hold its annual Holiday Ornament Unveiling from the store window of Wild Oats and Billy 
Goats, 112 E. Ponce de Leon Ave., at 6 p.m. on Thursday, Nov. 4. We will close off two parking spaces in 
front of Wild Oats so there will be room to remain socially distant safely. Ornaments will be on sale out-
side Wild Oats, and those who feel comfortable may purchase them inside the store as well.

Watch visitdecaturga.com and social media channels for more details about this year’s ornament 
and for more information on Terrific Thursdays in November and December.
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Madison Av-
enue Soapbox 
Derby Takes 
Victory Lap 
Tenth and final race set 
for Oct. 16

Community Member Highlight: 
Meet Janet Cooper Faust

Mrs. Janet Cooper Faust is an Atlanta native, something she finds in-
creasingly rare as the years pass. “Seems like everyone I meet these 
days is from someplace north or west of Georgia,” she says. 

Janet is the middle child in a family of 
three girls raised in the Mozley Park area of 
southwest Atlanta, a conservative, insulated, 
upper middle class Black community now 
listed by the National Park Service among the 
historic districts in Georgia. The community 
was built and populated by Black profession-
als – a postal superintendent, social workers 
(Dad and Mom), a college dean, librarian, 
physician, professors, a newspaper publisher 
and international chess champion, funeral 
director, photographer, pharmacist, dentist, 
attorney and the like.

The hospital she was born in – a few blocks 
from her front door – had originally been an 

antebellum home. The doctor who delivered 
her lived a few doors away from it. Mrs. Faust 
attended elementary school, high school and 
college within walking distance of her home. 
She could also visit movies, restaurants, phar-
macies, the library, retail shops, the beauty 
parlor and grocery stores within the same 
five-mile area. It was an African American 
“Leave it to Beaver” enclave that loved, edu-
cated, protected and provided for a genera-
tion of healthy Black children. They knew 
everyone in their world. Doors were rarely 

locked. Children didn’t go missing. Drugs 
were “something you picked up from Amos 
Pharmacy for your grandmother’s sciatic 
nerve pain.”

Before moving to the city of Decatur in 1990 
(Cambridge Avenue in the Oakhurst com-
munity), Mrs. Faust lived in southern Spain for 
five years followed by a year in Chicago. But 
Georgia was always on her mind. She returned 
home and began a new life in DeKalb County. 
She often referred to the new home as being 
similar to “Mayberry Rural Free Delivery” 
because it was so pleasantly “homey.” It felt 
safe. They knew all of their neighbors, most of 
them retirees who watched over her young son 

from their front porches as he grew, 
then as he walked their very big dog 
through the neighborhood each day. 
It was quiet and even the sound of the 
passing train whistle faded into the 
background after a while.

“I was lucky enough to have em-
ployment that allowed me the time 
to walk my son to elementary school 
each morning and be there to walk 
him home each afternoon. Like me, 
he too could walk to school until he 
got into college. And also like my 
childhood, everything he needed 
seemed to be within walking dis-
tance, in this quiet, safe community, 
including his first job at the down-
town Decatur Library.”

In spring 2020, Mrs. Faust, along with a 
few friends, organized 20 weeks of peace-
ful, prayerful demonstrations after the death 
of George Floyd. In August of that year, she 
wrote, “I wanted to take a moment to say 
thank you to all friends who showed up at our 
weekly prayer demonstration. But I also want-
ed to say something in response to part of a 
conversation I heard at the close of the demon-
stration. A man came by and asked someone 
standing within ear shot of me, “What do you 
expect to accomplish with this?”

With that in mind, let me offer up what 
might have been my answer to his question 
had I been able to speak to him. Here are a 
few things that come to mind:
•  If our presence helps to change one previ-

ously non-committed person into some-
one pledged to do what they can, wherever 
they are, with whatever they have...

•  If our presence helps to reinforce the fact 
that seniors are not to be ignored or for-
gotten as we continue to be an active and 
driving force for right in this country...

•  If our presence helps to remind the world 
that protest does not have to be violent 
to be seen and that it often brings people 
together as ours has brought men, women, 
black, white, gay, straight, gentile, Jew, 
young, old, conservative and liberal to-
gether in one spot with one aim... 

Then I think we will have accomplished 
quite a bit. If none of these things happen, we 
still will have given ourselves, in these often 
lonely hours of the pandemic, a job to do, 
something to look forward to each week and 
something that gives us a feeling of Christ-
like service, function and value.

Thank you for being there and bringing 
your friend/neighbor/daughter/son. Now 
they, too, can feel accomplished.”

In addition to organizing peaceful demon-
strations, Mrs. Faust participates and works 
with The Oaks Resident Advocacy Group 
(TORAG), which consists of volunteers who 
work to empower Clairmont and Briarcliff 
Oaks residents, and all older Georgians, re-
garding issues of vital importance to older 
adults. TORAG follows and studies four 
focus areas: health care, social security, af-
fordable housing, and transportation for 
low-income seniors. They are a source of in-
formation regarding local as well as national 
governmental agendas and how they affect 
older Americans.  

Mrs. Faust hopes that those in the commu-
nity who have the influence and the power 
never forget those who don’t, and that the 
original feeling of “Mayberry RFD” – togeth-
erness, peace, beauty – remain at the core of 
all future plans for “this wonderful city.” She 
encourages future generations to “always do 
what you can where you are with what you 
have, even if you have to do it on your walk-
ers and in orthopedic shoes.”

Janet Cooper Faust with 
Commissioner Kelly Walsh 
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Decatur Fire Rescue Partners with 
Lifeline Animal Project 
Decatur Fire Rescue has partnered with Lifeline Animal Project to reunite lost 
pets with their owners. The Decatur fires stations are listed as sites where found 
pets can be scanned for microchips. 

How it works:
•  Lost pets should be brought to the fire station to be scanned at the scanner 

located in the Captain or Lieutenant office.
•  If a chip number is found, it should be written on the flier provided at the site.
• Depending on the county you found the pet in, contact either Fulton County 

Animal Services at 404-613-0358 or DeKalb County Animal Services at 404-
294-2949, and they will look the chip up for you.

•  If no owner is located, the shelter will open a lost and found case, and the 
found pet will be shown to anyone who comes into the shelter looking for 
their lost pet. They will also give you further instructions on what to do, in-
cluding the option to be part of our Friendly Finder program.

• If for some reason you can’t get through to the shelter, you may look the chip 
up yourself at petmicrochiplookup.org.

•  If no owner information is available or if it’s incorrect, call the shelter back at 
a later time for help.

•  If you haven’t had any success locating the owner, visit LifeLineAnimal.org/
found-pets for instructions on what to do next.

Fire Prevention:

The Sounds of Fire Safety
Each year the Georgia State Fire Marshal’s Office hosts a photo contest around 
a fire safety theme. This year’s theme was Learning the Sounds of Fire Safety. 
What should children do when they hear a smoke alarm? Get out and stay out. 
Always assume there could be an emergency that requires you to exit the house 
immediately until proven otherwise, and for your parents to say it is safe before 
returning.

Remember: October is Fire Prevention and Education Month. Follow 
Decatur Fire/Rescue on Facebook and Instagram for fire prevention tips.

A Season of Giving/Christmas 
Decatur Goes with Virtual Giving

T
he volunteer team with A Season of Giving/
Christmas Decatur worked hard last year to en-
sure that Decatur’s children and senior citizens 
would be able to celebrate 

the holidays in spite of the COVID-19 
Pandemic. Their hopes were high that 
2021 would be a safer year.

 Due to an abundance of caution, 
the program will be virtual again this 
year. Volunteers are again asking the 
Decatur community to help during 
this 27th year of gift giving. Thanks to 
donors, the program was able to pro-
vide a happy holiday for the children 
(through 8th grade) and senior citi-
zens in 2020.

 Donors loved to shop for the gifts over the years. We 
look forward to that happening next year. Thanks to 
many wonderful donors last year, our children and se-
niors were able to have happy memories of the holidays, 
not just the memory of a pandemic.

 We hope that our past donors and new donors will be 
able to help provide happy holidays for so many in need. 
We are grateful for the many donors last year who turned 
a virtual holiday into a happy one.

 You can help by going to legacydecatur.com/give and 
designate your donation to A Season of Giving/Christ-
mas Decatur. Legacy Decatur is a 501 (c) (3) registered 
charity. If you have any questions, please contact asea-
sonofgiving@decaturga.com or call 404-378-8068.

Decatur Cares About 
Climate Change
Take the challenge! Find out what you can do to 
help Decatur address sustainability, energy and 
climate justice. Join hundreds of your neighbors 
learning, acting and advocating for change by tak-
ing our Decatur Cares About Climate challenge. 
Visit decatur100.com/challenge to learn more.
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Decatur Resident Releases EP
Brent Mathews is a singer-songwriter based in Decatur, where 
he has lived since 2015 with his wife, Kaitlin, and two young 
children, Tate and Sadie. When the pandemic hit, Brent used the 
quarantine to set up a home studio where he spent nine months 
writing and recording for a debut EP. 

As pandemic restrictions eased, Brent spent several weeks com-
muting back and forth to Nashville to continue recording, mixing, 
and producing the album alongside Nate Dodge (David Archule-
ta), Amos Heller (Taylor Swift), Devin Malone (Sam Hunt, Tonic), 
and Atom Willard (Angels and Airwaves, The Offspring).

The result is Reverie, a seven-song EP that was released in 
September and is now available on all digital platforms (Spotify, 
Apple Music, etc.).

For show updates and to learn more, visit BrentMathews.com 
or follow him on social media @brentmathewsmusic.

Decatur Author Introduces Purposeful Pup
A Decatur author brings the story of a  
service-dog-in-training  to life in a new 
children’s book

Decatur’s own budding children’s author Patric Rayburn 
introduces Purposeful Pup, a true story of a little puppy’s 
journey toward her big purpose. At just eight weeks old, doe-
eyed Tella is flown to her puppy raiser and attends puppy 
school for more than a year. The picture book rhymes its way 
through Tella’s progression to advanced training where she is 
matched with a very special boy named Ian. Together, they take on the world without fear.

The story is written in both English and Spanish. In addition to children enjoying the story 
of the beloved Tella, Patric and his wife Kat hope the book will help share how service dogs, 
puppy raisers, and special needs individuals enrich the diversity of our communities.

To learn more about the book, Tella and Ian, or the author, go to purposefulpup.com. 

WHO IS 
YOUR 
DECATUR 
HERO?

N
ominations 
are now being 
accepted for the Decatur 
Hometown Hero Award. A 

Hometown Hero can be a friend, neigh-
bor or co-worker – that person who 
works hard, often behind the scenes, 
to make our community a better place 
to live, work and play. Nominate that 
special person for recognition as a 2021 
Hometown Hero by Oct. 30.

 Decatur began recognizing and cel-
ebrating Hometown Heroes in the sum-
mer of 1996 at the close of the Home-
town to the World Festival held during 
the Olympics. It has since become an 
annual tradition to honor a new group 
of Hometown Heroes each year. This 
year, they will be honored with a virtual 
recognition of the importance of their 
efforts to the City of Decatur. An in-
person acknowledgement will also take 
place at a future date to be determined.

 Applications are judged by a panel 
of national professionals who work 
with volunteers and who do not know 
the nominees. Nomination forms and 
instructions about completing the form 
are available at decaturga.com/home-
townheroes

 Please note the revised instructions 
this year. We look forward to hearing 
about your hero and what they have 
contributed to Decatur.

 Submit nominations by email to 
leeann.harvey@decaturga.com or by 
mail to:

Hometown Hero
City of Decatur
509 N. McDonough St.
Decatur, GA 30030

Decatur Walk & 
Roll Superstar 

Larry Nodine is one of Decatur’s heroes who 
supports the community in small and mean-
ingful ways. He has lived in the city for 14 years 
and walks a lot of places, cleaning up as he 
goes. “It’s not hard,” he says, “and it helps keep 
things nice. Our kids shouldn’t have to walk 
through trash, and maybe they’ll learn from my 
example.” Maybe we all can. Larry Nodine is 
this month’s Walk and Roll Superstar.
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Invasive Plants Highlight

Kudzu
Kudzu (Pueraria montana) is a perennial 
vine from the pea family that can grow a 
foot a day, with up to 30 arms that can reach 
more than 60 feet. It first was introduced in 
the United States at the 1876 World’s Fair 
in Philadelphia, but Kudzu’s popularity as a 
plant didn’t take off until the 1930s and ’40s, 
when it was seen as a solution to soil erosion 
and a method for adding nutrients (specifi-
cally nitrogen) to the soil. 

By the 1950s, however, Kudzu was con-
sidered more of a nuisance than a solution, 
and in the 1970s, it was downgraded from 
plant status to weed status. In the late 1990s, 
the U.S. Congress officially added Kudzu to 
its Federal Noxious Weeds list; it since has 
been removed but remains on more than a 
dozen state lists.

As an ecological threat, Kudzu’s rapid 
growth (up to a foot a day!) and large leaves 
can smother and shade native plants. Kudzu 
also can kill trees through a process known 
as “girdling,” where the vines wrap around 
the tree and cut completely through the 
bark. In addition, the extra weight of vines 
can cause weakened trees to fall during 
storms. Kudzu also is thought to contribute 
to air pollution by producing a higher level 
of isoprene (a photochemical hydrocarbon) 
than other plants, but more research is be-
ing conducted on this.

Kudzu has a deep root system that makes 
it difficult to fully remove it. Any pieces left 
behind will resprout and regenerate. Trees 
Atlanta recommends a combination of 
manual and chemical treatment. Cut climb-
ing vines at the base of the tree, as anything 

above the cut will dry up and fall off over 
time. For vines in the ground, pull back 
the vine to get a cut as close to the ground 
as possible. Within 10 minutes of cutting a 
vine, apply a concentrated amount of herbi-
cide directly to the surface of the vine stem 
being careful to not get the herbicide on any 
other plants, especially the tree. After 10 
minutes, the herbicide will not absorb.

For large patches of Kudzu on the ground, 
repeated mowing (or a pet goat!) is a non-
chemical solution, but persistence is key. 
Another option is to find and dig up the 
plant’s “crown” (the bulb-like mass at the top 

of the root system that holds the energy of 
the vine) and remove it from the taproots. 
Cutting and removing the crown from the 
vine will kill the vine. If a vine is old enough, 
a second crown may exist.

Most websites recommend disposing 
of invasive vines in the garbage to prevent 
regrowth. Composting generally is not 
recommended unless the vines are com-
pletely dead. Some commercial composting 
facilities may take vines in their collections 
because of the high temperatures achieved 
through the composting process.

You’re Invited to Legacy Park’s Invasive 
Plant Removal Open House
This fall, Trees Atlanta will partner with the City of Decatur to start work on a five-year 
woodland restoration and regeneration project at Legacy Park. Come out to Legacy Park on 
Saturday, Oct. 16, at 2 p.m. to learn about the invasive and native plants on the property, Trees 
Atlanta’s approach to invasive plant removal, and opportunities to get involved and help pro-
tect the park’s tree canopy. A short demonstration will follow the presentation, with attendees 
taking back invasive plant removal techniques and knowledge to their own backyards.  
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Pay As You Throw Garbage Service

Update on City of Decatur 
Police Chief Recruitment

A
s of mid-September, the City’s recruiters have held more 
than a dozen internal and external stakeholder interviews 
reaching more than 100 individuals to learn what each 
group is seeking in the city’s next police chief. Using feed-

back from the interviews, a community survey has been developed 
to gather additional feedback about the community’s priorities for 
the next chief. This survey may be found at surveymonkey.com/r/
decatur-policechief and will be available through October 3. The 
information from the stakeholder interviews and community survey 
will be used to prepare a position announcement that will describe 
the qualifications, skills, and expertise required of the position.

After applications have been reviewed and interviews conducted, 
candidates will be selected to participate in an assessment center. 
An assessment center is used to evaluate candidates using real world 
scenarios that reflect actual activities for a Police Chief. Shortly after 
the assessment center, the city manager should be prepared to select 
the police chief. It is anticipated that this decision will be made in 
January 2022.

A Ghostly Night at the Courthouse
Historic DeKalb Courthouse, Lobby • 101 E. Court Square
Thursday, October 28 • 6-8:30 p.m. 

Join the DeKalb History Center for a celebration of things that go 
bump in the night. There will be guided tours through the historic 
Old DeKalb Courthouse and the opportunity to get to know a few of 
the resident ghosts and some unexplained occurrences that have hap-
pened over the years. The courtroom upstairs will feature glimpses of 
the more gruesome cases and other mysterious circumstances that oc-
curred while the building was still a functioning courthouse. Halfway 
through the night, Atlanta Historic Dance will inhabit the courtroom 
for a Danse Macabre performance, and for the duration of the event, 
1920s-era horror films will play to startle your senses. Dressing up 
in your spookiest garb is highly encouraged, and bonus points for 
spooky face masks!

The tours will be organized by time slots for the purpose of limiting 
the number of people on each tour, so there are only a limited number 
of tickets available. Tickets are $20 for members and $25 for non-
members, drink tickets included, and may be purchased at dekalb-
history-center.square.site. Masks are required while in the building 
per the City of Decatur’s mask mandate.
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Estate Planning 
Wills & Trusts • Probate

As your family 
grows, or you 
prepare for 
retirement,  
it’s important  
to have  
a plan.

246 Sycamore Street, Suite 150, Decatur, GA 30030
(404) 793-2510  •  Brooks@Mackintosh.law

www.mackintosh.law

Bring in this ad for $15 off
one session of swimming lessons. 
This offer may not be combined with any other offer or coupon. 
Expires 12.31.2021

Register online at
dynamoswimclub.com

Agnes Scott College
and Decatur-Oakhurst

Both Dynamo locations offer indoor 
heated pools and year-round 

swimming lessons for all ages.

Decatur-Oakhurst also offers
USAS Competitive Swim Team 

and Lap Swim!

Keller Williams  
Walktoberfest Pledges 
to Get Fit and Give Back
Throughout the month of October, real estate 
agents and employees with the local Keller 
Williams office will be walking, running and 
biking around the Atlanta metro area in pur-
suit of raising funds for local charities.

Keller Williams Realty of Metro Atlanta 
is stepping up its annual fundraising for lo-
cal charities to include Giving Kitchen as its 
primary beneficiary. Participants of Walkto-
berfest will use a platform to track and share 
their various exercise activities with clients, 
friends and family members in hopes of en-
ticing them to pledge money. The platform 
also collects and tracks donations.

Anyone interested in learning more or 
wanting to make a donation can visit charity-
footprints.com/donate?id=808. 

Chai Pani Has a 
New Menu
Chai Pani Decatur has relaunched their 
menu with new choices, all food from the 
Deccan Plateau region of India. Some high-
lights of the new menu are the Green To-
mato Pakoras, the Lauki Thalipeeth (gourd 
pancake), the Kothimbir Chicken and Goan 
Prawns Masala. They are also introducing a 
new chef de cuisine, Sahar Siddiqi (formerly 
of Atlas), and are open for dinner only. 
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ChamberlainFA.com  |  678-938-0372

Helping Decatur families
reach their goals

GET STARTED TODAYChamberlainFA.com  |  678-938-0372

Helping Decatur families
reach their goals

GET STARTED TODAY

SEE CLICK
FIX!
See a problem? 
Let the city know!
 Search your app store 
for mydecaturga

Decatur Parents Network Is in Full Swing

T
he Decatur Parents Network kicked off its school season of 
programming recently with a program titled Talking About 
Our Kids’ Mental Health. If you missed this session, you 
can still view the recording on the group’s YouTube channel. 

The volunteer organization, whose mission is to “Empower families 
by fostering communication among parents,” intends to be a hub of 
conversation, resources, and opportunities for the parents and care-
givers of youth in our community. 

An outgrowth of the Decatur High School PTSA, the Parents Net-
work was created to help adults understand the prevalence of certain 
risky behaviors like drinking, smoking, drug use, and bullying. With 
this awareness of what and why youth make these decisions, our goal 
is to help encourage healthy and safe choices.

Did you know?
• Youth who start drinking before age 15 years are six times more 

likely to develop alcohol dependence or abuse later in life than 
those who begin drinking at or after age 21 years. – CDC.

• Kids who witness bullying are more likely to:
 – Have increased use of tobacco, alcohol, or other drugs
 – Have increased mental health problems, including depression 

and anxiety
 – Miss or skip school (source: StopBullying.gov)

• Most high school seniors do not think regular marijuana smoking 
is harmful. – Atrius Health

• Today’s marijuana is 3-5 times more potent than the marijuana of 
the ’60s, ’70s and into the ’80s.
The Search Institute has identified 40 experiences and qualities that 

create a nurturing environment for youth. Called Developmental As-
sets, these influencers, both external and internal, are good indicators 
for positive decision-making and academic success. The internal as-
sets are commitment to learning, positive values, social competencies, 
and positive identity. The external assets are support, empowerment, 
boundaries and expectations, and constructive use of time. 

The Decatur Parents Network website and programming gener-
ally incorporate some aspect or specific asset from this list. By calling 
them out, it gives parents clear guidance on ways to enrich the lives of 
children. 

The Decatur Parents Network works to encourage mutual leanring 
and support, and to  create an environment where youth can thrive. 
To find latest updates, events, and opportunities to volunteer, follow 
and subscribe to the Decatur Parents Network at decaturparents.net/
subscribe. Keep up with the Speaker Series at decaturparents.net/
events/speaker-series.
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Latinx Artists at DAA Gallery
Through October 15
Decatur Arts Alliance Gallery, 113 Clairemont Ave.

The Placita Latina festival is partnering with the Decatur Artists Alli-
ance to present works by six emerging Latinx artists through Oct. 15. 
“What Make Us Who We Are: Celebrating Latinx Artists” highlights 
the work of six Latinx artists from different backgrounds and experi-
ences; each explor-
ing the question; 
“What makes us 
who we are?”

Through their 
diverse media – pho-
tography, painting 
and sculpture – 
these artists present 
a wide variety of 
styles. For informa-
tion about the artists 
and their work, go to placitalatinaga.com. The gallery at the Decatur 
Arts Alliance is open Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m.-4 p.m. An outdoors 
artists reception is planned for Saturday, Oct. 8, 6:30-9:30 p.m.

Light Aureola by Josephine Figueroa

"I am a practicing Chiropractic
Physician. For the past 20 years I've

been passionate about healthy
living. 

The prevention of pain and chronic
diseases are the focuses of my

practice. 
I manage these conditions through

Chiropractic Care, Functional
Medicine and Nutrition."

WELLSPRING 
CHIROPRACTIC 

& 
WELLNESS

OFFICE -  404.377.7263

235 E. Ponce De Leon Ave.
Suite 109

Decatur, GA 30030

WELLSPRINGINDECATUR.COM
WELLSPRINGDECATUR@GMAIL.COM

Atlanta Fine Homes, LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal 
Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Intown office: 1555 
Peachtree Street NE, Suite 100, Atlanta, Georgia 30309. 

c. 678.641.4325  o. 404.874.0300

lisacronic@atlantafinehomes.com

atlantafinehomes.com  |  sir.com

Lisa Cronic

Giving You the Time and 
Attention You Deserve
L I SA C RO N I C, R E A LTO R ®

Decatur resident since 1989

The Bahá’i Community of Decatur to 
Host Two Special Programs
The Bahá’í Community of Decatur is hosting two public events com-
memorating the 100th anniversary of the passing of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá 
(1844-1921), the eldest son and successor of Bahá’u’lláh, the founder 
of the Bahá’í faith. ‘Abdu’l-Bahá was the Faith’s 
leading exponent, renowned as a champion 
of social justice and an ambassador for inter-
national peace. The events are free and all are 
welcome.

The first event will take place via Zoom on 
Friday, Oct. 22, at 7 p.m. and will explore the 
role of art in promoting social activism. It will 
feature two speakers Dr. Joy DeGruy and Arya 
Badiyan.

Dr. Joy DeGruy is a nationally and interna-
tionally renowned researcher, educator, author 
and presenter, whose  presentations on the top-
ics of culture, race relations and contemporary 
social issues have been widely lauded.

Mrs. Arya Badiyan is a multi-disciplinary 
conceptual artist. Her most recent body of work 
explores American values in light of a 400-year-
old history that falls short of upholding them. 
The purpose of her work is to facilitate healing 
from the diseases of racism and sexism with 
each piece inviting reconciliation of the wrongs 
that stain our country’s past and present.

The second public event will be on Saturday, Dec. 4, at 3 p.m. and 
will celebrate the life and achievements of ‘Abdu’l-Bahá’s ministry 
promoting the ideals of peace and unity through a family. The pro-
gram will include music, storytelling, and film.

For more details about the events and to RSVP, or to connect with 
the Decatur Bahá’ís, visit decaturbahais.org.

Dr. Joy DeGruy

Arya Badiyan
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MEETING 
PREVIEW
Tuesday, October 26 
Membership Meeting
Location, time and sponsors 
to be announced. Check for 
updates at decaturdba.com

10th Annual Madison Avenue Soapbox 
Derby Takes Its Final Lap October 16

New Exhibitions Open at Michael C. Carlos Museum
A lot is happening at the Michael C. Carlos 
Museum on the Emory University campus 
this fall. Two new exhibitions are open-
ing and the museum’s Asian Art gallery is 
reopening after the summer renovation. 
Decatur resident Sarah Hagenbush Jones 
invites the Decatur community to come and 
explore and enjoy! 

Resonance: Recent Acquisitions in 
Photography
Open through Dec. 5
This exhibition explores the act of interpreta-
tion through the seemingly opposing themes 
of isolation and togetherness, loss and shared 
joy, and fear and courage, among others. The 
photographs seen here, all from recent gifts 
to the collection, are intended to resonate 
in some way with the unprecedented reali-
ties and profound emotions experienced by 
many during 2020. No two experiences have 
been the same; as a result, viewers may find 
meaning in the images themselves or in the 
tensions created between them. 

Each/Other: Marie Watt and 
Cannupa Hanska Luger
Open until Dec. 12
This exhibition, the first to feature together 
the work of these two leading indigenous 

contemporary artists, whose processes focus 
on collaborative artmaking, is open at the 
Michael C. Carlos Museu.

Exploring the collective process of cre-
ation, Each/Other features more than two 
dozen mixed-media sculptures, wall hang-
ings, and large-scale installation works by 
Marie Watt and Cannupa Hanska Luger, 
along with a new monumental artist-guided 
community artwork.

While each artist’s practice is rooted 
in collaboration, they have never worked 
together or been exhibited alongside one 
another in a way that allows audiences to see 
both the similarities and contrasts in their 
work. For more about this exhibition, visit 
the exhibition page at carlos.emory.edu/ex-
hibition/eachother.

Asian Gallery 
After being renovated and reconfigured, the 
Asian Art Gallery is now open. This com-
plete renovation significantly increases the 
museum’s capacity to display a wider variety 
of Asian art and gain much-needed floor 
space. The additional space will permit a 
larger audience into the gallery, allow several 
Buddhist sculptures to be brought out of 
storage for display, and create a better view-
ing experience to display sculptures in the 

round, such as the four-faced Shiva lingam.  
A major component of the renovation is the 
installation of a series of archival drawers 
that allow audiences to view the museum’s 
growing number of Indian paintings. By 
housing these paintings in drawers, the mu-
seum will not only be able to make the paint-
ings more accessible to university classes, 
K-12 tours, and the public at all times but 
will also preserve and protect them from the 
damaging effects of prolonged exposure to 
light. 

These paintings have been examined and 
researched by multiple classes over the past 
five years, including courses on the Avatars 
of Vishnu and the Ramayana. In addition, to 
carefully consider this reconfigured gallery, 
the Carlos staff has met with three Emory 
faculty members, assistant professor Dr. El-
len Gough, assistant professor Dr. Sara Mc-
Clintock, and emeritus professor Dr. Joyce 
Flueckiger, and graduate student Aditya 
Chaturvedi.

Public tours are offered every Saturday 
and Sunday at 2 p.m., excluding major holi-
days and Christmas Eve. For more details 
or to learn about upcoming programs, visit 
carlos.emory.edu.

The museum is located at 571 South Kilgo 
Circle.

The Madison Avenue Soapbox Derby re-
turns October 16. The non-motorized racing 
event challenges amateur racers to design 
and build human-powered soapbox cars that 
compete against the clock in a downhill race. 
Competitors are divided into age groups 
with awards for fastest times and most cre-
ative car themes.

Some 100 competitors took part in 2019, 
the last year the race was held before the 
pandemic, with 1,000 spectators lining Mad-
ison Avenue to cheer them on and dozens of 
volunteers working behind the scenes.

Through local business sponsorships, par-

ticipation by racers and community giving, 
the event has raised more than $200K in its 
first nine years for area nonprofits serving 
children. According to the organizers at the 
Madison Avenue Community Fund, the time 
is right for the derby to evolve into some-
thing new. The group will look to refresh its 
strategies around fundraising and commu-
nity event programming moving forward.

Visit madisonavesoapboxderby.org for 
details about race registration, how to make 
a donation, sponsorships, volunteering, race 
day spectator information and more.
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Expert, uncompromising  
legal representation  
when you need it most. 

150 E. Ponce de Leon Ave., Suite 260 • Downtown Decatur
404-253-7860 • doug@carllp.com • www.carllp.com

• Personal Injury and Wrongful Death •

DEDICATED. 
EXPERIENCED. 

RESPECTED.

C&A-2col-ad-focus.indd   1 5/14/14   4:47 PM

41 years of being your neighbor 
and REALTOR® of choice!

PAM HUGHES
REALTOR®

Cell: 404-626-3604  
Office: 404-897-5558

Pam.Hughes@HarryNorman.com
Personalized Service and an Exceptional Experience

Experience is not Expensive...It’s Priceless!

‘Fairies in the Garden’ 
Returns to Woodlands

C
ome and explore the woodland trails and seek 
out the fairy homes as the magic returns to the 
garden for a two-week exhibit, Oct. 16-30. This 
is the ninth year of ‘Fairies in the Garden,’ when 

Woodlands Garden and Skyland Trail work together to 
sprinkle fairy dust among the trees so visitors can enjoy this 
free exhibit of intricate fairy homes created with help from 
clients at Skyland Trail. 

Wear your wings, dance along the trails, and enjoy the 
fairy home exhibit during daylight hours for free! Family-
fun programs like fairy-themed story time and nature hikes 
will be sprinkled throughout the two-week event. Visit 
woodlandsgarden.org for all the magical details.

A special thank you to all the volunteers involved and 
our community sponsors for helping to make this free event 
possible. 
White Oak level: Arborguard Tree Specialists, Commu-
nity Q BBQ, Wahoo! Grill and Wahoo Wine & Provisions 
Bigleaf Magnolia level: Amy Widener Real Estate, 
Beth Ann Clanin-Intown Realtor KW, Board’s Edge 
Games, Bray Electrical, The Chip Wallace Group, Emory 
Alliance Credit Union, Kelly Walsh Real Estate, Megan & 
Natalie Real Estate Team, Music Together of Decatur, Nat-
alie Martinez Real Estate, Nuts ’n Berries Neighborhood 
Market North Decatur, Reliable Heating & Air, Renewal 
by Nature, Tandem Bank, TSW Planners, Architects, 
Landscape Architects 
Flowering Dogwood level: Shades of Green 
Permaculture 
In-kind sponsors: Little Shop of Stories and Tyke Hike.

Decatur Youth Action Team
Decatur Prevention Initiative is excited to introduce the new members of the 
Decatur Youth Action Team (DYAT). This school year, 13 teenagers from Ren-
froe  Middle School and Decatur High School will create and implement proj-
ects within the community supporting the health of youth and their families. 
Projects will focus on drug and alcohol prevention, mental health wellness, 
and positive activities for youth.

On Aug. 31, International Overdose Awareness Day, DYAT distributed pins 
to Decatur High School staff and students to remember those lost to overdose 
without stigma. DYAT also created and shared a video bringing awareness to 
the Decatur Student Center, which supports the behavioral health needs of 
Decatur High School Students. 
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117 East Court Square . Decatur . 404/370-3979
500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave . Atlanta . 404/892-8294

www.worthmorejewelers.com

Hands-On Go Green

Oris introduces the Okavango Air Rescue Limited Edition, 
honoring the OAR's 10th anniversary providing medical 
services to this often-flooded Botswana grassy delta. 

The 2-band set—exclusively at Worthmore.


