
   

Civil Rights Trail Marker Unveiled

T
he Georgia Historical Society, in conjunction with 
students of Decatur High School, Beacon Hill 
Black Alliance for Human Rights, and the City of 
Decatur, has announced the dedication of a new 

Civil Rights Trail historical marker in Decatur. The marker 
commemorates the sentencing of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
in Decatur to four months of hard labor following his arrest 
during the Atlanta Student Movement protest at Rich’s 
department store in October 1960.

MLK Marker Unveiling (L-R): Mike Warren, Muwali Davis, Dax Pettus, Fonta 
High, Katrina Walker, Genesis Reddicks, Mayor Emerita Elizabeth Wilson, 
Activist Charles Black, Mayor Pro Tem Tony Powers, and Dr. W. Todd Groce, 
President and CEO of Georgia Historical Society

continued on page 6
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CITY  News

Information for the FOCUS should be submitted by mail to Editor, Decatur Focus,  
P.O. Box 220, Decatur, GA 30031, or by email to decaturfocus@decaturga.com.

STAY IN TOUCH
Decatur City Communications
The City of Decatur uses various outlets to communicate with the community. 
Here are the primary ways in which the city communicates.

T
he Decatur Focus is the city’s official newsletter, published 10 times a year and 
mailed to every household, business and professional license-holder within the city 
limits. The Decatur Focus publishes announcements and information about Decatur 
including city services, downtown development, school news, business news, and 

news about individual residents and neighborhood associations. Community members are 
encouraged to submit information for inclusion in the Focus. For details, visit decaturga.com/
focus.

Decaturga.com: The official website for Decatur provides resources for learning about the 
city’s history, its various departments and services, and its governance. You can also find links 
to current and past issues of the Decatur Focus and the Decatur Playbook, and links to learn 
more about upcoming special events, festivals, and meetings.

Decaturmakeover.com provides updates on infrastructure and development projects, and 
how to navigate through and around Decatur during this time.

Beactivedecatur.com is the Decatur Active Living blog, and a good resource for opportuni-
ties to engage in physical and mental activities and make new friends around the city.

Nextdoor is used by the city and the police department for sharing information.

Facebook: City of Decatur GA-Government is another good source for news about the city, 
and a place to find links to events and festivals. Most city departments have a Facebook pres-
ence, including the Police, Fire, Active Living and Children & Youth Services departments.

Instagram: @cityofdecaturga keeps you abreast of developments and events in the city, with 
an emphasis on images.

Twitter: @downtowndecatur keeps you updated on news about the city and emergency alerts.

See Click Fix: Download the app, use it to alert the city to problems or issues you discover 
while out and about, and then track the progress of your report.

Text alerts: Text CODAlerts to 313131 to receive news alerts and important updates from the 
City of Decatur.

Visitdecaturga.com, the online presence for the Decatur Visitors Center, is the best place to 
find all city events and shopping promotions in one location.  

Did know?

In July 2020, Decatur hired Chandlerthinks to review and assess the city’s communication  
programs and practices and to provide recommendations on desirable practices for implemen-
tation based on the results of the audit. The results were presented to the City Commission 
during a work session in January 2021. You may view the presentation at decaturga.swagit.com/
play/01192021-885. The full report can be found at decaturga.com/communicationsaudit.
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The Decatur Focus is a joint publication of the City of 
Decatur, the Decatur Downtown Development Author-
ity and the Decatur Business Association. It is a newslet-
ter intended to provide announcements and information 
related to events, activities, and businesses in the city of 
Decatur. The purpose of the newsletter is to promote the 
city and encourage the exchange of information among 
residents, business owners and the school system. Letters 
to the editor, editorials or other opinion pieces are not 
published. All press releases, announcements and other 
information received for publication are subject to edit-
ing. Information found in the Focus is also posted on 
Decatur’s official website at decaturga.com. The deadline 
for submitting articles, announcements or advertising is 
the first day of the month preceding publication. Con-
tact: Editor, Decatur Focus, P.O. Box 220, Decatur, GA 
30031, 404-371-8386; fax 404-371-1593; email:  
decaturfocus@decaturga.com. 
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FY 2021-2022 Budget 
Schedule
Here are important dates in the budget schedule for 
the City of Decatur’s fiscal year 2021-2022 budget 
process, subject to City Commission approval. The 
public hearings will be held virtually via Zoom.

• June 7, 7:30 p.m. Public hearing on  
Proposed FY 2021-22 Budget and  
Revised 2020-21 Budget and 2021 millage rates.

• June 14, 6 p.m. Public hearing on 2021 millage 
rates (if necessary).

• June 21, 7:30 p.m. Public hearing and scheduled 
adoption of Proposed FY 2021-22 Budget and Revised 2020-21 Budget and adoption 
of the final 2021 millage rates.

Copies of the FY 2021-22 Proposed Budget and FY 2020-21 Revised Budget are avail-
able online at decaturga.com/budget. Should city and county facilities reopen to the 
public before the budget process has concluded, hard copies will be available for review at 
Decatur City Hall, 509 N. McDonough St., and at the Decatur Library, 215 Sycamore St.

Following a formal presentation of the budget to the Decatur City Commission, the 
city will publish a legal advertisement with more detailed information about the budget 
amounts and again identify the public hearing dates and times.

If you have questions or need additional information, contact City Clerk Meredith 
Roark, 404-370-4102, or meredith.roark@decaturga.com. Check decaturga.com/budget 
for updates to the schedule and to view the online budget.

Decatur Receives All-America City  
Hall of Fame Award
The National Civic League has recognized and celebrated the 
best in American civic innovation since 1949 with the All-
America City Award. To celebrate the ongoing work of past 
winners, the National Civic League sponsors a Hall of Fame 
Award to recognize an outstanding civic engagement initiative 
in the community since winning the All-America City Award.

The National Civic League has inducted two communities 
into the All-America Hall of Fame in 2021. The inductees are 
the third and fourth communities to be inducted into the All-
America City Hall of Fame.

Decatur was recognized for Destination 2030 – A Commu-
nity Driven Strategic Plan Process.

Doug Linkhart, president of the National Civic League, said, “We are happy to wel-
come Decatur into the Hall of Fame. Decatur’s ongoing commitment to community 
engagement, as evidenced by the recent strategic planning process, shows that the com-
munity meets the ideals of an All-American City.”

The National Civic League advances inclusive civic engagement through community 
assistance programs, including: tools, training and facilitation services; award recogni-
tion programs; and nationally recognized research and publications. They promote efforts 
that seek to listen and learn from residents in ongoing conversations and leverage those 
insights to help reshape communities so they will thrive.

Decatur Plans 
Phased-In 
Re-Opening

T
he City of Decatur is beginning to 
re-open its facilities and resume 
municipal activities in a phased ap-
proach. The city is tracking several 

COVID-related data points and trends and 
following CDC guidelines as it moves forward 
in providing COVID-safe activities and facili-
ties. The re-opening plan will guide decisions to 
expand activities and facility access if the trends 
remain stable or improve. HVAC upgrades are 
underway in all city buildings to keep employees 
and visitors safe when the buildings open to the 
public at a future date.

Currently city playgrounds and tennis courts 
are open and basketball goals have been re-
installed in the parks. The pools will re-open on 
Memorial Day weekend. Outdoor sports activi-
ties are ongoing with safety protocols.

Planned summer opening activities include:

June 1 – Opening several Legacy Park build-
ings and the Decatur Recreation Center for 
summer camps in June and July.

June 1 – Opening the Oakhurst Indoor pool 
(inside the former Boys and Girls Club).

June 1 – Scheduling kids activities at Ebster 
Recreation Center.

July 4 – Fireworks (see page 5 for details).

July 19 – City Commission holds first in-
person meeting since March 2020; public will 
remain virtual.

Aug. 1 – Resuming Active Living program-
ming.

Aug. 1 – Phasing in special event permits, 
bandstand rentals and park pavilion rentals.

The three COVID-safe guidelines — wear a 
mask, wash your hands, and remain socially dis-
tant — will remain in place. Watch the website 
and other social media for updated announce-
ments related to activities and events.

The vaccination rate influences our ability to 
re-open safely. Please get the vaccine and en-
courage others so we can gather together safely 
soon.

Patti Garrett, Mayor

Tony Powers, Mayor Pro Tem

George Dusenbury, Commissioner

Lesa Mayer, Commissioner

Kelly Walsh, Commissioner

BUDGET
City of Decatur, Georgia

Fiscal Year July 1, 2021 to June 30, 2022
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FOCUS COMBINES JULY/AUGUST ISSUES
The July and August issues of the Decatur Focus 
are combined and will be available mid-July. The 
combined issue also features the city’s annual report. 
Send information for this issue by June 10 to decatur-
focus@decaturga.com (as a Word document or in the 
body of the email only; please no PDFs) or to ATTN: 
Decatur Focus, PO Box 220, Decatur, GA 30031.

Looking Back  
at Bike Month 
Kick-Off
In May, City of Decatur joined 
other DeKalb County cities 
to host a Bike Month kick-off 
at Clarkston City Hall Annex. 
During this event, each city 
provided a sneak peak of the 
programs and events planned 
throughout the month.

Decatur Walk & 
Roll Superstar 
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Kim Nelson, a Decatur resident for more than 30 years, 
has embraced the active lifestyle that the city encour-
ages. She rides because the wind in her face makes her 
feel alive and the Decatur cycling community is second 
to none.

The yoga classes she teaches at the Decatur Family 
YMCA help to balance out her competitive spirit, which 
has been nurtured by local lawyer and cycling advocate 
Ken Rosskopf. With his encouragement, she learned the 
ropes of Masters racing, winning her age group National 
and World Champion titles in 2016. She has been proud 
to represent Sorella Cycling, a local group of more than 
200 female riders of all ages and abilities.

Friends provide the company. The bike provides the 
wind. Kim Nelson is this month’s Walk and Roll Star.
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FIREWORKS 
SCHEDULED  
FOR JULY 4TH
The City of Decatur plans to launch its 
annual fireworks display on Sunday, July 4, 
beginning around nightfall. The community 
is encouraged to find a safe, socially 
distanced place to watch the 15-minute 
show that will launch from the top of the 
DeKalb County Courthouse parking deck. 
Streets in the fireworks fallout zone will be 
closed.

While we are not gathering officially as 
a community or hosting the annual Pied 
Piper Parade and Concert on the Square, we 
encourage you to wear a mask and enjoy the 
display safely and socially distanced.

SOLID WASTE AND HOLIDAY 
RECYCLING SCHEDULE

Fourth of July • Monday, July 5

Monday trash and recycling pick-
up will be on Tuesday, July 6.

Tuesday trash and recycling pick-
up will be on Wednesday, July 7.

Floodplain Information
Decatur’s Design, Environment and Construction Division provides general floodplain in-
formation on property located within the incorporated city limits. The Decatur Library also 
provides references on flooding and flood protection.

A map and information service is available for a $10 fee. This service provides inquirers 
with flood insurance rate map information and identifies whether a property is in a special 
hazard area. An accurate street address or DeKalb County/Decatur tax parcel identification 
number is needed to obtain this information. Call 678-553-6529 or email jennings.bell@
decaturga.com.
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The historical marker project 
was largely led by students from 
Decatur High School and supported 
by community groups that helped 
raise the necessary funding. As part 
of the marker project, students cre-
ated a research paper and conducted 
oral histories of those who were 
eyewitnesses to Dr. King’s trial that 
were submitted as part of the marker 
application to the Georgia Historical 
Society. Students from Decatur High 
School also created a video docu-
menting MLK’s arrest and sentencing, 
as well as the commemoration project that 
culminated in the marker unveiling.

The Commemorating King team includes 
the DHS students, teachers, and community 
mentor Mike Warren, with additional sup-
port from the DeKalb History Center, the 
City of Decatur, the Beacon Hill Black Al-
liance for Human Rights, and the Decatur 
Visitors Center. The Commemorating King 
team also created a brochure with supple-
mental information that is available to the 
community.

“The arrest of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
in Decatur was a pivotal moment in the Civil 
Rights movement that needs to be publicly 
recognized and better understood,” said Dr. 
W. Todd Groce, President and CEO of the 
Georgia Historical Society. “What makes 
this marker truly special, however, is that it 
was created by high school students. Their 

passion for history and their commitment to 
telling and interpreting this story is not only 
inspiring, it will also help shape a better fu-
ture for this community and our state.”

The marker was unveiled with a small cer-
emony on Sunday, April 25, at the corner of 
McDonough Street and Trinity Place — the 
former site of the DeKalb County Civil and 
Criminal Court and Jail. The community 
will be invited to a dedication ceremony in 
the fall.

The Georgia Civil Rights Trail Initiative 
was established in 2015 as part of the ongo-
ing work of the Georgia Historical Marker 
Program to recognize the rich diversity of 

MLK Historical Marker
continued from page 1

Illegally sentenced in a DeKalb County 

court to four months of hard labor on 

a false traffic charge, Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. put systemic injustice on trial in 

the court of public opinion.

     MARTIN 
LUTHER 
KING JR. 
IN DECATUR

THE 
REV. 

AP
 P

ho
to

A brochure published with as-
sistance of the City of Decatur 
explains in depth the events 
highlighted on the marker and  
provides historical context.

Check Out the  
New Swing
Friends of Decatur Cemetery has donated a new 
swing near the cemetery pond, at the circle be-
tween Section 15 and the hill to the Old Section. 
This replaces a previously donated one that had 
deteriorated over the years. The swing offers a 
place to gently enjoy the cemetery as a coveted 
greenspace in downtown Decatur. Stop by and “sit 
a spell.”

our state’s past. It focuses broadly on the 
economic, social, political, and cultural his-
tory of the Civil Rights Movement. This is the 

newest marker on the trail.

The marker reads:

The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.  
in Decatur

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. was 
sentenced here, at the site of 
the former DeKalb Building, on 
October 25, 1960, to four months 
of hard labor for protesting 
segregation with the Atlanta 
Student Movement at a Rich’s 
Department Store dining room. His 
arrest violated parole conditions 
set by Judge J. Oscar Mitchell, 
who had convicted King of driving 

without a Georgia license, even though 
he carried a valid Alabama license. 
Mitchell’s harsh sentencing of King’s 
parole violation energized Civil Rights 
activists and amplified demands to 
end racist laws and policies. King’s 
mistreatment focused national 
attention on the Civil Rights Movement 
when John and Robert Kennedy 
intervened to free King from prison. As 
a result, many Black voters switched 
parties to help elect John F. Kennedy 
president, setting the stage for major 
Civil Rights legislation. 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

The corner of McDonough Street and West Trinity Place in Decatur is the former site  of DeKalb County’s Civil and Criminal Court and Jail, where in October 1960 the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. was sentenced, jailed and driven off in chains to serve a sentence of four months of hard labor for violating probation in a misdemeanor traffic case. Segregationists were hoping to send a message that would stifle the civil rights movement. Instead, the illegal sentence prompted Senator John F. Kennedy to intercede with Southern politicians on King’s 
behalf with only days to go before the presidential election, 
accelerating the civil rights movement and revealing the power of Black voters to bring change.     Months after Georgia’s segregationist Gov. Ernest Vandiver 

vowed to keep Martin Luther King Jr. “under surveillance 
at all times,” a DeKalb County officer pulled King over on 
Clifton Road. It was May 4, 1960, and King was driving a 
white woman, writer Lillian Smith, to Emory Hospital, where she was receiving cancer treatments. She had come for dinner at the home of Martin and Coretta Scott King, who had moved to Atlanta from Montgomery, Alabama, that February. King was driving a vehicle, bor-rowed from an Ebenezer Baptist Church parishioner, whose tag had expired. Smith insisted they were pulled over because she, 

Putting systemic injustice on trial:How Dr. Martin LutherKing Jr.’s DeKalb TrafficStop Changed History
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as a white woman, was sharing a car with a Black man.     King quietly answered his traffic summons on Sept. 23, 
1960, appearing before Judge J. Oscar Mitchell in Decatur. 
The expired tag charge was dropped after King showed that a renewal application had already been submitted. But 
Mitchell convicted King of the misdemeanor offense of “driving without a license,” based on King’s continued use of 
his Alabama driver’s license more than 90 days after moving 
to Georgia, and gave him a suspended sentence of 12 months 
“on the public works camp,” otherwise known as a chain 
gang. King paid a $25 fine to resolve the misdemeanor con-
viction and his lawyer agreed in court to Mitchell’s probation 
terms, which were to avoid violating the law in any respect. Atlanta’s Students Begin to MoveThe civil rights movement was heating up in 1960, threaten-

ing efforts by Mayor William B. Hartsfield to promote Atlanta 
as a business-friendly standout in the Jim Crow South. But 
the demands of Black people to be treated equally went large-Timeline Feb. 1, 1960

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. moves to Atlanta from Montgomery, Alabama.

March 9, 1960
 “An Appeal for Human Rights” calls for the abolition of laws denying Black 
people equal access to education, jobs, housing, voting, hospitals, theaters 
and restaurants as well as fair treatment by police. 

Lillian Smith

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

The DeKalb Building in the 1950s.
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T
he City of Decatur has been 
recognized by the Walk Friendly 
Communities Program as 
a Gold Level Walk Friendly 

Community (WFC) for its commitment 
to prioritize pedestrians and create safe, 
comfortable and inviting places to walk. 
Decatur has previously been recognized 
as a Silver Walk Friendly Community, and 
the new designation demonstrates a sus-
tained commitment to prioritizing people 
on foot. Decatur is the smallest city of its 
size to achieve Gold recognition.

WFC is a national recognition program 
developed to encourage cities and towns 
across the United States to develop and 
support walking environments with an 
emphasis on safety, mobility, access and 
comfort. 

Sponsored by FedEx and managed by 
the University of North Carolina Highway 
Safety Research Center (HSRC), the pro-
gram distinguishes communities leading 
the way in walkability and seeks to share 
their stories to inspire other communities 
to move toward their own innovative solu-
tions. In the 11 years since the program 
began, it has recognized 78 cities across 32 
States with Walk Friendly designations.

Decatur Receives ‘Walk Friendly’ Designation
Highlights of Decatur’s application 
include:
•  Despite the challenges brought on by COV-

ID-19, the city was able to continue numer-
ous outreach efforts and public events that 
encourage people to walk. These events in-
clude FAB First Friday, Walk There! Decatur 
events, and a range of other encouragement 
campaigns to promote active transportation 
and health.

•  Decatur updated its Community Transporta-
tion Plan in 2018, which drives its investment 
in walking and pedestrian-oriented programs. 
The chapters devoted to pedestrians and 
bicyclists address existing services for these 
users, as well as priority networks and a list of 
recommended improvements and policies.

•  Decatur updated its shared parking ordi-
nance to reduce parking minimums and 
set new maximums for parking. The city is 
incentivizing mixed-use developments with 
shared parking allowance, in one case reduc-
ing 510 spaces to 350 spaces.

•  For a small community, Decatur has a dense 
and walkable core where nearly all trips are 
possible on foot. The community is well 
connected to other destinations throughout 
the metro Atlanta region by MARTA transit 
services, and the city’s transit stations are opti-
mized for bicycling and walking connections.

•  Connections to regional destinations are 
at the center of the city’s partnership with 
the PATH Foundation, which was formal-
ized with the Decatur PATH Foundation 
Connectivity and Implementation Plan. 
This collaboration is working toward nearly 
10 miles of bicycle and pedestrian trail 
improvements along seven segments that 
will create critical regional connections to 
Decatur.

•  Decatur has had a strong Safe Routes to 
School program since 2005, when it par-
ticipated in a pilot program with the Geor-
gia Department of Transportation.

Walk There! signage includes 
QR codes that send walking 
directions to your smart phone.

Walking responsibly, while maintaining 
social distance and wearing masks.
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MEETING 
PREVIEW
Tuesday, June 22 
Membership Meeting
5:30 p.m. • Online via Zoom
Register at decaturdba.com

Save the Date! Oct. 1-3
Book, Beer, Arts, and Amplify Festivals 
Return with a Jam-packed Weekend The 

Decatur Book Festival has a new date, and this year they’re sharing it. After 15 years of 
hosting literary events over Labor Day weekend, the DBF will now take place during the 
first weekend in October. Because of COVID, this year’s festival will be different. In the 
spirit of collaboration, four of Decatur’s festivals are joining forces for a weekend of arts 
programming in downtown Decatur.

• The Book Festival will host five author events at the First Baptist Church of 
Decatur on Saturday, Oct. 2.

• The Decatur Arts Festival will present more than 100 new and returning artists 
from across the country and across town on Saturday and Sunday, Oct. 2-3, showcas-
ing their creations within a dozen disciplines.

• The Amplify Decatur Music Festival will present two nights of music from 
bands new and old on Friday and Saturday night, Oct. 1-2.

• The Decatur Craft Beer Festival will host live music in the Brick Store Pub beer 
garden with hard-to-find special beer offerings.

The four festivals are working closely with City of Decatur officials to ensure COVID 
safety. All plans are currently in the making, so stay tuned for more details.

The Beer Garden at Brick Store Pub

Summer Story 
Walk Ongoing! 
Decatur Story Walk 
is a fun, educational, 
COVID-safe activity 
for families. Pages 
from two children’s 
books will be dis-
played in storefront 
windows in Down-
town Decatur (along Ponce de Leon Ave.), 
the Old Depot District. A third route will be 
available in Oakhurst later this summer. Go 
to visitdecaturgeorgia.com/storywalk for in-
formation on books and routes.

Each book is available for purchase at Little 
Shop of Stories, 133 East Court Square; Brave 
+ Kind Bookshop, 722 W. College Ave.; or 
Charis Books, 184 S. Candler St.

 

DECATUR STORY WALK / LOGO OPTIONS

OPTION 1 OPTION 2 OPTION 3
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DeKalb Library Foundation Receives Community Impact Grant

For the second year in a row, the DeKalb 
Library Foundation has received a $15,000 
Community Impact Grant from New York 
Life to support the DeKalb County Pub-
lic Library’s Take the Internet Home with 
You initiative. DeKalb Library Foundation 
Board member Tim Martin championed the 

foundation through the New York Life grant 
process.

The Take the Internet Home with You 
initiative allows patrons to check out hotspot 
devices so they may access the Internet in 
their home for 21 days. Patrons report that 
they need this service – which allows them 

to stay connected to school, work, healthcare 
resources, and family – now more than ever. 
Library patron Bryson learned about the 
library’s hotspots from his mom who has 
checked them out.

Visit dekalblibraryfoundaton.org for more 
information. 

Celebrate Summer with a Visit to Woodlands Garden 
After many months of construction, the fences are down and the 
garden’s doors are officially open to everyone. Come stroll the 
trails and enjoy the changes made possible by a generous com-
munity of supporters. The changes include a new greenscaped 
entrance on Scott Boulevard and Clairemont Avenue, parking for 
school buses, better access to the garden’s trails, and a refurbished 
Visitors Center – all accompanied by the serenity, birds, native 
plants and trees you’ve enjoyed at Woodlands in seasons past.

As a reminder, Woodlands asks all visitors to:

• Visit during daylight hours
• Stay on the paths
• Leave dogs at home
• Park in designated parking spaces
 
Find detailed driving directions at woodlandsgarden.org. While 

there is no admission fee for Woodlands, donations are encouraged 
for continued maintenance and programs.

For more information, visit woodlandsgarden.org.
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New Book Alert:

Kingdom of Secrets
Decatur resident 
Christyne Morrell 
will release her 
first middle-grade 
novel, Kingdom 
Of Secrets, on 
Aug. 3.

Prismena’s 
father is the hot 
air balloonist 
in the peaceful 
kingdom of Oren. 
She assists him by mending torn balloons, but 
she yearns to build and fly the complicated ma-
chines herself.

One day, a waif named Abi steals Prissy’s only 
remaining memento of her deceased mother – 
a silk scarf – and promises to return it only if 
Prissy smuggles a mysterious box onto one of 
her father’s flights. Since balloon travel is strictly 
regulated in Oren, that single act of rebellion results in her father’s arrest and kicks off a spiraling 
series of events that will yank Prissy out of her predictable life.

Christyne is also the author of the picture book Abra, Cadabra & Bob, and her poems and 
stories have appeared in Highlights, Spider, and The School Magazine. She has a second children’s 
book coming out in 2022.

Summer Reading 
at Little Shop of 
Stories Returns
On your mark, get set, read! How many 
books can you read this summer? Short 
books, long books, silly books, song books! 
Any book will do – Little Shop of Stories 
just wants you to read.

Here’s how it works: Purchase a 2021 
Summer Reading Package from Little Shop 
of Stories and they will surprise you with 
new books to get you started. Depending 
on your reading level, you will receive three 
to five books, a reading log, bonus chal-
lenges, and a bookmark. Keep a list of all 
the books you read. At the end of summer, 
take your reading log to Little Shop of Sto-
ries and you will receive a prize – coupons 
to local businesses.

Register now! Turn in reading logs 
starting Monday, Aug. 2. All logs are due 
no later than Friday, Aug. 13. For more 
information, go to littleshopofstories.com. 
Happy summer reading!

New Book Alert:

The Proudest Color
Local illustrator Monica Mikai announces a new 
book on diversity. The Proudest Color celebrates 
the diversity of color from a young girl’s perspec-
tive.

Zahra sees the world in vivid color. When she’s 
happy, she feels a razzle-dazzle pink in her hands. 
When she’s sad, she feels a deep blue behind her 
eyes. But she isn’t quite sure how to feel about the 
color of her skin. Kids at school tell her she is dif-
ferent, but her mother tells her to be proud!
From a diverse team and based on extensive re-
search, The Proudest Color is a timely, sensitive 
introduction to race, racism, and racial pride. The 
book is set to hit shelves in September, but is avail-
able for preorder now wherever books are sold. More of Monica Mikai’s work 
can be found at monicamikai.com or Instagram @monicamikai.
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Carlos Museum Is Open to All
The Michael C. Carlos Museum is now 
open to visitors by reservation. The 
museum has a plethora of virtual and 
in-person offerings this summer, and 
Decatur resident Sarah Hagenbush 
Jones invites the Decatur community to 
visit. The Museum Bookshop and Ebrik 
Coffee Room are also open. Museum 
hours are:
• Tuesday through Friday, 10 a.m.- 

4 p.m.
• Saturdays, 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
• Sundays, noon-5 p.m.

For more details about how to make 
a reservation to visit the museum, visit 
carlos.emory.edu/hours-and-admission.

The Avatars of Vishnu Exhibition Open 
Until June 20
The Avatars of Vishnu Exhibition, in the Works on Paper Gallery at Emory 
University, was curated by students in the spring semester Art History class 
Depicting God in Hinduism: The Avatars of Vishnu. The class was taught by 
Dr. Ellen Gough, assistant professor in Emory’s Department of Religion.

Vishnu, one of the most popular Hindu deities, manifests in various forms 
known by the Sanskrit term avatāra, which means descent. Throughout cy-
clical periods of time, known as yugas, Vishnu descends to earth in times of 
need to restore cosmic order and balance. 

The class benefited from virtual visits with distinguished art historians 
from the Brooklyn Museum, Middlebury College, and Haverford College to 
discuss the many forms in which Vishnu descends to earth to restore cosmic 
order and balance. These lectures have been recorded and can be viewed at 
carlos.emory.edu/avatars-vishnu-lectures.

Camp Carlos Registration for 
Virtual Summer Camp Is Open
This summer, the Michael C. Carlos Museum offers two weeks 
of creative and educational half-day virtual camps, centered on 
the museum’s collections, for children ages 8-12.

June 14-18: Recreating the Surface. Campers will examine 
the symbols, motifs, and patterns in art from cultures around 
the world and create their own works of art.

July 12-16: Drawn from the Collections. Campers will exam-
ine prints and drawings in the museum’s Works on Paper Col-
lection and deepen their drawing skills.

Upon registration, you will receive a Zoom link for camp 
and information about accessing materials, all of which will 
be provided. Fee: $150 for Carlos Museum members; $200 for 
nonmembers.

Visit carlos.emory.edu/camp for more information and to 
register. For more information about Carlos Museum programs 
for children and families, contact Ana Vizurrage at ana.vizurr@
emory.edu.

Each/Other Exhibition Comes to 
the Carlos Museum
This fall, check out the Michael C. Carlos Museum’s newest 
exhibition, Each/Other, by Marie Watt and Cannupa Hanska 
Luger. The exhibition will be open Sept. 25-Dec. 1, and is the 
first to feature together the work of Marie Watt and Cannupa 
Hanska Luger, two leading indigenous contemporary artists 
whose processes focus on collaborative artmaking. For more 
details, visit carlos.emory.edu. Artwork above: Vishnu Reclining on the Cosmic Ocean Northern India, 11th 

Century. Sandstone. The Ester R. Portnow Collection of Asian Art, a gift of the 
Nathan Rubin-Ida Ladd Family Foundation. 
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Estate Planning 
Wills & Trusts • Probate

As your family 
grows, or you 
prepare for 
retirement,  
it’s important  
to have  
a plan.

246 Sycamore Street, Suite 150, Decatur, GA 30030
(404) 793-2510  •  Brooks@Mackintosh.law

www.mackintosh.law

"I am a practicing Chiropractic
Physician. For the past 20 years I've

been passionate about healthy
living. 

The prevention of pain and chronic
diseases are the focuses of my

practice. 
I manage these conditions through

Chiropractic Care, Functional
Medicine and Nutrition."

WELLSPRING 
CHIROPRACTIC 

& 
WELLNESS

OFFICE -  404.377.7263

235 E. Ponce De Leon Ave.
Suite 109

Decatur, GA 30030

WELLSPRINGINDECATUR.COM
WELLSPRINGDECATUR@GMAIL.COM

Beautifying the Bandstand
The Decatur Development Authority, city businesses, and city staff hosted a 
planting day with the help of volunteers, as a way to beautify the downtown 
area to welcome visitors and residents back to the square.
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Expert, uncompromising  
legal representation  
when you need it most. 

150 E. Ponce de Leon Ave., Suite 260 • Downtown Decatur
404-253-7860 • doug@carllp.com • www.carllp.com

• Personal Injury and Wrongful Death •

DEDICATED. 
EXPERIENCED. 

RESPECTED.

C&A-2col-ad-focus.indd   1 5/14/14   4:47 PM

41 years of being your neighbor 
and REALTOR® of choice!

PAM HUGHES
REALTOR®

Cell: 404-626-3604  
Office: 404-897-5558

Pam.Hughes@HarryNorman.com
Personalized Service and an Exceptional Experience

Experience is not Expensive...It’s Priceless!

Celebrating Decatur High Seniors
Decatur Education Foundation Awards $70,000 in Scholarships

T
hanks to donors in our community, the Decatur Education 
Foundation awards more than $70,000 in scholarships an-
nually to 20 hard-working high school seniors. The newest 
award is the Pollack Family Scholarship, established this 

year by longtime residents Debby and Mike Pollack, who raised three 
students in Decatur.

Seniors were awarded their scholarships in May at an outdoor 
celebration in the courtyard of Decatur High School. After having to 
cancel the in-person banquet due to COVID, DEF was pleased to host 
a socially distanced event and to honor these ambitious students who 
deserve recognition for their hard work.

 Congratulations to all of DEF scholarship recipients and to every 
member of the DHS Class of 2021. To learn more about these stu-
dents and the awards they received, visit decatureducationfoundation.
org/2021scholarships.

Class of 2021 DEF Scholarship Recipients:
Daniel Orta – Blue and Gold Alumni Scholarship

Grace Ford – Rachel Britain Memorial Scholarship

Jade Jones – Han C. Choi Memorial Scholarship 

Koan Roy-Meighoo – Harry Edwards Class of 1960 Memorial 
Scholarship

Jasmine Barnes-Diaz – Gladding Family Scholarship

Isaac Dimmock – Thomas Hauk Memorial Scholarship

Kailyn McArthur – Madison Lewis Memorial Scholarship

Adam Snedden – Bill Mealor Jr. Memorial Scholarship

Hanh Cao – Patrick Family Foundation Scholarship

Bethani Thomas – Lawrence and Gertrude Paxton Memorial 
Scholarship 

Rebecca Raybourn – Pollack Family Scholarship  
(photo at left)

Jacqueline Holden – Carl and Mae Renfroe Memorial 
Scholarship (female) 

Sam Mahany – Carl and Mae Renfroe Memorial Scholarship 
(male) 

Genesis Reddicks – Rotary Club of Decatur Foundation 
Scholarship

Morgan Myles – Kennedy Segars Memorial Scholarship

Billan Sidow – Jeanne Belville Taffs Memorial Scholarship 

Ethan Davis – Trinity High School Class of 1965 Scholarship

Anna Immergluck – Imani Thompson Twine Memorial 
Scholarship

Halle Gordon – Mary Elizabeth Brown Wilson Scholarship

Alicia Yamamoto – Sarah Lynn Woolf Memorial Scholarship

Rebecca Raybourn 
earned the Pollack 
Family Scholarship 
for 2021.
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Giving you 
the time and 
attention you 

deserve

LISA CRONIC, REALTOR®
lisacronic@atlantafinehomes.com                                                                           

678.641.4325                                                                         

Decatur Resident for Over 20 Years                                      

AtlantaFineHomes.com | 404.874.0300

© MMXIV Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates, Inc. All Rights Reserved.                                             
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

Your neighbor and  
intown real estate specialist.

•   Top 1% producer, Atlanta 
Board of Realtors (2009 – 2014)

•   More than 125 homes sold in  
City of Decatur since 2009

•   More than 260 homes sold 
overall since 2009

Whether you are buying or selling — or  
simply exploring your options — call me to  
be sure you are positioned for success in 
today’s changing market.

chip@kellerknapp.com  •  678.429.9731 
ChipWallaceRealEstate.com

it’s a Date to Stay up late!

A
ll Decatur residents, and everybody else, too, are invited 
to walk in the Decatur Lantern Parade on the evening of 
Friday, May 15. This is one of those “the-more-the-merrier” 
events, so plan now to participate and be a part of helping 

to make this lantern parade memorable.   
Make your own lantern at home or 

come to a lantern-making workshop 
where supplies and guidance are provid-
ed. Find out where and when by visiting 
decaturlanternparade.com.

To participate, line up at Color Wheel 
Studio at 508 E. Howard Ave. after 8 p.m.  
The parade steps off at 9 p.m. led by The 
Black Sheep Marching Ensemble and pa-
rade guru Chantelle Rytter. The parade 
will wend its way to the community 
bandstand in front of the Old Court-
house on the square.

The parade is sponsored by Color 
Wheel Studio, Decatur Arts Alliance, 
Decatur Education Foundation, and 
the Decatur Development Authority.

Focus May 2015.indd   20 4/21/15   12:10 PM

Agnes Scott College Announces Women’s Global Leadership Conference:

Building a Better World: Women and Climate Justice
Sept. 23-24 (conference)
Sept. 25 (day of service)

The second annual Women’s Global Leadership 
Conference at Agnes Scott College will bring to-
gether global, national, state and local leaders to 
share innovative solutions to the most important 
challenges of our times. Panel discussions will be 
dedicated to empowering leaders, building strong 
collaborations, creating “climate-just communities,” 
and inspiring action for change. Themes of innova-
tion, leadership, collaboration and community ac-
tion will be incorporated throughout the conference 
with presentations from representatives of business, 
government, academia and advocacy organizations. 
Students from Agnes Scott will participate alongside 
these leaders.

The virtual and in-person conference will be held 
at Agnes Scott College, Sept. 23-24, with a day of 
service on Sept. 25. Visit conferences.agnesscott.
org/WGLC2021/ for updates.
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SEE
CLICK
FIX!
See a  
problem? 
Let the 
city know!
 Search your app store for mydecaturga

New Agnes Scott College  
Alumnae Program Established
Emory University’s Goizueta Business School has announced a  
$5 million endowment from Rosemary and John Brown to establish 
the Rosemary and John Brown Family Scholars Program. Designed to 
afford opportunity and increase enrollment, the Brown Family Schol-
ars Program will provide scholarships to Agnes Scott and Spelman 
College alumnae enrolled in Goizueta’s graduate programs.

The program aligns with Agnes Scott’s Professional Success Initia-
tive, part of the college’s Pathway to Success, the 2021-2026 strategic 
plan. This initiative provides students with the resources and opportu-
nities needed for success in their professional, civic and personal lives 
and will be bolstered by the college’s upcoming Center for Student 
Discovery and Professional Success.

 The Brown Family Scholars Program also furthers Agnes Scott’s 
commitment to collaborate with leading business schools in metro 
Atlanta to develop the interests of undergraduates. Agnes Scott’s 
Women’s Bridge to Business partnership with Georgia Tech’s Scheller 
College of Business is currently in its 10th year.

The Brown Family Scholars Program will begin to award scholar-
ships this fall.
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Ain't nothin' like
the real King Baby.

117 East Court Square . Decatur . 404/370-3979
500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave . Atlanta . 404/892-8294

www.worthmorejewelers.com

Maybe You Should 
See Other People.
Do you miss collaborating with others  

in person? Decatur CoWorks offers flexible 
workspaces, enforces stringent COVID 

protocols and has endless coffee,  
secure parking and more.  

Email or call to schedule a visit.

WORK • COLLABORATE • INNOVATE

708 Church Street
Downtown Decatur 
678-795-3839
decaturcoworks.com 
info@decaturcoworks.com

Take the guesswork out of
managing your finances and
reach your family goals.
Get started today ChamberlainFA.com

replace


