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Welcoming Businesses Named 

T
he Better Together Advisory Board in partnership with the Decatur City Commis-
sion presented the second annual Welcoming Business Awards to Clarity Fitness, 
Hop N Shop, and Kelly’s Market at the DBA Virtual Holiday Party in December. 
Better Together established the Welcoming Business Award to reward and publicly 

recognize leadership actions that create a welcoming and inclusive business environment in 
Decatur and encourage businesses to prioritize inclusivity as a “best practice.” The following are 
from the submitted nominations: 

Clarity Fitness 
Abbey Griffith opened Clarity Fitness, Georgia’s first 
body positive wellness center, to help people of all 
races, ages, genders, shapes, sizes, and abilities learn 
that they are enough exactly as they are, and to see 
that they don’t need to lose weight, get stronger, or 
change a thing about themselves to find respect for 
the body in which they live. 

Clarity’s staff onboarding process has many levels 
of anti-discrimination policies and procedures, in-
cluding but not limited to anti-racist and anti-harassment policies and continuing education to 
demand a safe and secure workplace for all. They have actively sought out and hired people of 
different ages, sizes, and physical abilities, including, but not limited to, their most recent hire 
of a personal trainer with Cerebral Palsy. 

In construction, they worked closely with an architect who specializes in capturing the de-
sired mindset of guests and members in the physical construction of the space to closely com-
ply with and go above and beyond ADA Safety Standards.

They also serve the Silver Sneakers community of seniors in Decatur, and are well versed in 
creating workout plans to match the participant’s comfort level and how their bodies are feel-
ing in their fitness journey on any given day. During COVID, Clarity Fitness has provided an 
online platform for group fitness classes, offering virtual personal training, and implementing 
necessary protocols to ensure the health and safety of all clients and staff within the physical 
gym space. 

Hop N Shop 
Hop N Shop has been a part of the Decatur community for almost 20 years and the staff is per-
sonable and very welcoming. They hire from the local area, accommodate ADA restrictions, 
and have leash hooks outside for our four-legged friends. This store also has a variety of foods, 
beverages, spirits, and even sells dog biscuits. During COVID, they’ve ensured that safety pro-
tocols are being followed by enforcing the mandatory mask ordinance and wiping handles and 
counters regularly to protect public safety of residents. 

Kelly’s Market 
Kelly’s Market staff is diverse and always  warm and welcoming. They go out of their way to 
attract people of every type to the Depot District, and increase accessibility by having seating 
outside for events as well as double doors that open for people in wheelchairs and wide aisles 
for shoppers who need them. Their product range is very broad and is driven by customer de-
mand. They welcome customers’ dogs, too. They will deliver groceries to your home and will 
also load up your car for curbside pickup. During the pandemic, they have been quick to stock 
supplies like sanitizers; they also had toilet paper when nobody else did.  

If you have experienced a welcoming business deserving of this award, nominate them in 
2021. For information about Better Together visit decaturga.com/welcomingbusiness. 
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The Decatur Focus is a joint publication of the City of 
Decatur, the Decatur Downtown Development Author-
ity and the Decatur Business Association. It is a newslet-
ter intended to provide announcements and information 
related to events, activities, and businesses in the city of 
Decatur. The purpose of the newsletter is to promote the 
city and encourage the exchange of information among 
residents, business owners and the school system. Letters 
to the editor, editorials or other opinion pieces are not 
published. All press releases, announcements and other 
information received for publication are subject to edit-
ing. Information found in the Focus is also posted on 
Decatur’s official website at decaturga.com. The deadline 
for submitting articles, announcements or advertising is 
the first day of the month preceding publication. Con-
tact: Editor, Decatur Focus, P.O. Box 220, Decatur, GA 
30031, 404-371-8386; fax 404-371-1593; email:  
decaturfocus@decaturga.com. 

 
DECATUR CITY COMMISSION

George Dusenbury ..........Commissioner 
Patti Garrett .........................Commissioner 
Lesa Mayer ...........................Commissioner 
Tony Powers .......................Commissioner 
Kelly Walsh ...........................Commissioner 

The new city commission elected  
a mayor and mayor pro tem in early 

January, but that information was not 
available at press time. 

 

 
BOARD

Darren Comer • Linda Curry
David Harry • Tony Leung

Conor McNally • Noah Peeters 
Lisa Turner

Daryl Funn ...................................... President 
Jill Joplin .........................................Treasurer 
Emily Holden .................................Secretary 
Susan Sparks ........................ Past President 
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City Commission 
Holiday Schedule
City Commission meetings are held on the first and third 
Mondays of every month unless there is a Monday holiday. 
The January and February meetings are affected by the MLK 
holiday and Presidents Day. The July 5 meeting is eliminated to 
allow for a small break in the summer. 

If the school calendar changes or urgent matters arise, the 
calendar may be modified and the City Commission may hold 
a called meeting, if needed. 

The 2021 Schedule 
Monday, Jan. 4 
Tuesday, Jan. 19 
Monday, Feb. 1 
Tuesday, Feb. 16 
Monday, March 1
Monday, March 15 
Monday, April 5 
Monday, April 19 
Monday, May 3 
Monday, May 17 
Monday, June 7 
Monday, June 21 

Monday, July 19 
Monday, Aug. 2 
Monday, Aug. 16 
Tuesday, Sept. 7 
Monday, Sept. 27 
Monday, Oct. 4 
Monday, Oct. 18 
Monday, Nov. 1 
Monday, Nov. 15 
Monday, Dec. 6 
Monday, Dec. 20 

Holiday Schedule for Solid  
Waste and Recycling Services

Martin Luther King Jr. Day, Monday, Jan. 18 
Monday services will be on Tues., Jan. 19 
Tuesday services will be on Wed., Jan. 20 

Presidents Day, Monday, Feb. 15 
Monday services will be on Tues., Feb. 16 
Tuesday services will be on Wed., Feb. 17 

Mayor Garrett Named Chair 
of the National Civic League’s 
Board of Directors 
The National Civic League Board of Directors 
has elected Mayor Patti Garrett as its chair. She 
officially began as chair of the League on Nov. 20, 
following a one-year tenure as vice chair. 

The National Civic League is a 126-year-old 
institution whose mission is to advance civic 
engagement to create equitable, thriving com-
munities. Founded in 1894 by a group of civic 
leaders that included Theodore Roosevelt and 
Louis Brandeis, the National Civic League is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 
organization, and is now based in Denver, Colorado. Major programs 
include the All-America City awards, National Civic Review quarterly 
journal, Model City Charter and Civic Index.

As a leader in local government, Mayor Garrett has a great deal of 
experience with civic engagement. The National Civic League is home 
of the All-America City Awards, a designation earned by Decatur in 
2018, under the leadership of Mayor Garrett. 

Mayor Garrett was elected to the Decatur City Commission in 2009 
and has served as Mayor since 2016. In addition to serving as the chair 
of the Board of the National Civic League, she is a member of the 
board of directors of the Georgia Municipal Association and serves 
on the Federal Policy Council. Mayor Garrett is on the Community 
Resources Committee and the Regional Housing Task Force at the At-
lanta Regional Commission (ARC), Welcoming America’s One Region 
Initiative Steering Committee, and New American Pathways’ Advisory 
Council. 

Mayor Garrett is a graduate of Leadership DeKalb and the Atlanta 
Regional Commission’s Regional Leadership Institute. She served as 
honorary chair of the Islamic Speaker’s Bureau 2019 Gala, which hon-
ored Women of Influence. 

She has taught nutrition, provided nutrition counseling services, 
and worked as a clinical dietitian at Georgia State University and 
Emory University Health Services. She is interested in health policy, 
particularly related to access to healthy foods, equity, environmental 
policies, active lifestyles and the role of local government in fostering 
healthy, equitable and vibrant communities.

Decatur Strategic Plan ‘202’  
Sessions Continue
The Decatur 202s is a series of online community meetings where par-
ticipants have drilled down on key issues raised during 2020’s Citizen 
Roundtable process, then worked together to resolve conflicts in how 
the city should move forward.

Sessions on transportation and mobility, housing affordability, and 
equity have already taken place but there’s still time for you to join us 
for our fourth and final session: Climate Action. Tune in Thursday, 
Feb. 11, 6 p.m., for a panel presentation and discussion on exactly how 
a city of 25,000 people in a surrounding region of 6 million can con-
tribute in meaningful ways.

Visit decatur2030.com for additional information and to register if 
you’d like to participate.

Earth Day Resources 
The Environmental Sustainability Board invites you to discover envi-
ronmental resources at the Earth Day Decatur website, earthdaydeca-
tur.org/, to learn about the world we live in and how we can keep it 
beautiful. There are links to parks to explore and you can learn about 
water justice, environmental racism, energy equity, and food justice in 
talks by local and national experts. 
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Boards and 
Commissions Monthly 
Meeting Schedule
Note: Due to Covid-19, all boards and commission 
meetings are being held virtually until further notice. 
Visit decaturga.com/citizenboards for meeting details. 

Unless noted otherwise, meetings are held at Decatur 
City Hall, 509 N. McDonough St., in the City Commission 
Meeting room or the adjacent conference room.

City Commission 
First and third Mondays of each month • 7:30 p.m. 
The City Commission meets in open session on the first and third 
Mondays of each month. Time for comments or questions is in-
cluded in each meeting agenda. Any issue relating to city government 
may be raised for discussion with the City Commission. 

The agenda is generally posted online and at City Hall on the Fri-
day before the Monday meeting but no later than 24 hours before 
each meeting. 

Better Together Advisory Board 
First Tuesday of every month • 6:30 p.m. 
The Decatur City Commission established the Better Together Ad-
visory Board in 2016 to guide and advise the commission and the 
community around issues of equity, inclusion and engagement. The 
board also serves as advocate and advisor in implementing the rec-
ommendations of the Better Together Community Action Plan for 
Equity, Inclusion and Engagement. The plan contains specific action 
items for individuals, organizations and local government to under-
take in order to cultivate a just, welcoming, inclusive, equitable and 
compassionate city. For more information contact Linda Harris, 678-
553-6512, linda.harris@decaturga.com, or Renae Madison, 678-553-
6561, renae.madison@decaturga.com. 

Planning Commission
Second Tuesday of each month • 7 p.m.  
The Planning Commission is established by local ordinance. It con-
ducts public hearings on land use and zoning changes, proposed 
subdivisions of property and proposed planned unit developments, 
and recommends actions for consideration by the City Commission. 
It also reviews and recommends changes in zoning regulations and 
future land-use plans. 

The Planning Commission is staffed by Ryan Sellers, 404-371-
8386, ryan.sellers@decaturga.com.

Zoning Board of Appeals 
Second Monday of each month • 7:30 p.m.  
The Zoning Board of Appeals is established by local ordinance. It 
conducts public hearings on appeals from decisions of the zoning 
administrator and considers requests for variances from zoning re-
quirements. 

The Zoning Board of Appeals is staffed by John Maximuk, 678-
553-6570, john.maximuk@decaturga.com. 

Historic Preservation Commission 
Third Tuesday of each month • 6:30 p.m.  
No meetings in January and July
The Historic Preservation Commission was established by local ordi-
nance to ensure that renovations and new construction in Decatur’s 
five Local Historic Districts (McDonough-Adams-King’s Highway 
District, Ponce de Leon Court, Old Decatur, Parkwood, and the 
Clairemont Historic District) are consistent with the character of the 
neighborhood.  

The commission must approve exterior projects to homes located 
within these districts by issuing a Certificate of Appropriateness before 
a building permit can be issued. Some projects may be administratively 
approved through the issuance of a Certificate of Exemption. 

The Historic Preservation Commission is staffed by Aileen de la 
Torre, 404-371-8386, aileen.delatorre@decaturga.com. 

Decatur Development Authorities
Second Friday of each month • 8 a.m.  
The Decatur Downtown Development Authority and the citywide 
Decatur Development Authority were established by special state leg-
islation. They are independent authorities established for the purpose 
of planning, organizing, and financing projects that will revitalize 
and redevelop Decatur’s commercial business districts. 

The Downtown Development Authority focuses on the historic 
commercial downtown central business district and works to market 
a positive image for the city. The citywide Development Authority 
was established to build on the success of the Downtown Develop-
ment Authority. It is empowered to work with neighborhood busi-
ness districts and other commercial zoning districts in the city. 

The Development Authorities are staffed by Angela Threadgill, 
404-371-8386, or angela.threadgill@decaturga.com. 

Decatur Youth Council 
First and third Wednesday of every month • 4 p.m.  
The Decatur Youth Council (DYC) is a city-sponsored, community-
based leadership program for high school students who live within 
the city and attend public, private, and home-based schools. Mem-
bers of the DYC will develop into young leaders through structured 
monthly educational programs and team-building activities. 

For further information on the Decatur Youth Council, contact 
Meredith Roark, 404-370-4102, meredith.roark@decaturga.com. 
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Decatur Salutes 
Hometown Heroes 

T
he Decatur City Commission gave out 10 individual Hometown Hero awards and a 
special group award at the December DBA Virtual Holiday party. They include Jack 
Amick, Norman Butler, Joe Engert, Shelly Fine, Kay Lee, Daxton Pettus, Genesis 
Reddicks, Dr. Doug Taunton, Jennifer Walcott, Lauryn Williams; and the executive 

board and founders of the Beacon Hill Black Alliance for Human Rights (picured below):

Beacon Hill Black Alliance 
Executive Board: Mawuli 
Davis (co-chair), Fonta High 
(co-chair), Paul McLennan (sec-
retary), Ingra Myrick (treasurer), 
Phil Cuffey, Robert Jeffrey, 
Tammy Washington (members 
at-large), Daxton Pettus (youth 
representative), Kunle Oguneye 
(education chair). 

Beacon Hill Black Alliance 
Founding Members: Mawuli 
Davis, Jana Johnson-Davis, May-
or Emerita Elizabeth Wilson, 
Kelli and Arlo Pitman, Leslie 
Munson, Tasha White, Kenneth White, Chenika and Robert Jeffery, Laverne and Kevin Ware, 
Ingra and Antonio Myrick, Erika and Malcome Wells. 

Hometown Heroes are people who volunteer their time and who often work behind the 
scenes to make our community a better place. They do not get paid for what they do, but they 
are invaluable to our community. 

Decatur began the Hometown Heroes program at the close of the Hometown to the World 
Festival during the 1996 Olympics. The 14-day festival was a success because of the hundreds 
of volunteers who helped. 

Since the first ceremony in 1996, the City Commission has presented the awards annually. 
With the 2020 presentation, Decatur now has 385 Hometown Heroes. Descriptions of the 
Heroes along with who nominated them can be found on the city website. Photos of all of the 
Hometown Heroes are on the “Hero Wall” in Decatur City Hall. 

Congratulations, Kay! 
City Arborist Kay Evanovich has been awarded a Georgia Arborist Association Community 
Impact Award for 2020. The award was established to recognize individuals or companies 
that have made significant contributions, through tree planting, that enhance environmen-
tal protection, conservation, beautification, energy conservation, and wildlife protection. 

In 2020, there were 365 trees planted on  
City of Decatur-owned property. 
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Active Living Board 
First Tuesday of each month • 8 a.m. 
Decatur Recreation Center 
231 Sycamore St. 
Active Living Advisory Board members are 
appointed by the Decatur City Commission 
to serve as advocates and advisors to the 
Active Living Division on projects and pro-
grams that help citizens safely incorporate 
physical activity into their daily routines. 

For more information contact Cheryl 
Burnette, cheryl.burnette@decaturga.com, or 
Greg White, greg.white@decaturga.com. 

Environmental Sustainability Board 
Fourth Friday of each month • 9 a.m.  
Decatur Recreation Center 
231 Sycamore St. 
The Environmental Sustainability Board was 
established to provide recommendations to 
the City Commission regarding the city’s 
environmental regulations, plans and initia-
tives, and to assist with implementation of 
city projects that impact the natural environ-
ment, to protect and improve the quality 
of life for citizens and property owners in 
the city of Decatur. This board assumed the 
duties of the Waste Management Advisory 
Board and the Greenspace Commission. 

Participation on the committees is open to 
anyone who is interested. For more informa-
tion contact David Nifong, david.nifong@
decaturga.com. 

Lifelong Community Advisory Board 
Fourth Monday of each month  
6:30 p.m.  
The Decatur City Commission authorized 
the creation of a Lifelong Community Advi-
sory Board in 2013 to assist with the expan-
sion and implementation of the city’s Life-
long Community initiatives, including those 
in the 2010 Strategic Plan. One component 
of a Lifelong Community is the ability to age 
in place. 

For more information contact LeeAnn 
Harvey, 678-553-6548, leeann.harvey@deca-
turga.com. 
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Decatur Older 
Adults Participate in 
Community Activism 
The Oaks Resident Advocacy Group (TOR-
AG) continues their work in social activism in 
Decatur. The active, non-partisan, grass roots 
alliance was formed by a group of Decatur 
seniors offering older adults a voice at all levels 
of government. TORAG’s focus on healthcare, 
Social Security, affordable housing, and trans-
portation for seniors will bring the group to 
the state capital again this year to work with 
legislators regarding the need older adults 
have for Medicaid expansion. 

In the last three years, TORAG – now more 
than 300 members strong – has met with, sent 
petitions, postcards and emails, and made 
phone calls to state and federal legislators in 
this regard. Their effort to gain more health-
care coverage for Georgia’s low-income seniors 
is supported by the Georgia Council on Aging, 
Leading Age Georgia and a number of Geor-
gia senators and representatives. TORAG and 
its supporters have planned silent, masked, 
socially distanced demonstrations for the 
coming months, as well as a proposal for a bill 
in support of Medicaid expansion for the next 
legislative session. 

For more information about TORAG, 
email torag2017@gmail.com, follow on Face-
book at facebook.com/groups/TORAG2017, 
or leave a message at 470-596-8104.

Couch to 5k 
Program
Have you been intending to running a 
5K but haven’t gotten around to it? Well, 
the time is now! Decatur Active Living is 
offering a free 8-week Couch to 5K pro-
gram beginning January 18.

The group will meet on Mondays at  
6 p.m. and Fridays at 8 a.m. in front of 
the Decatur Recreation Center. 

We will run three times a week; two 
runs as a group, and one on your own. 
For more information contact sara.
holmes@decaturga.com.

Homestead Exemptions 
Reduce Taxes 
If you live at the property 
you own, you may qualify 
for one or more homestead 
exemptions or assistance 
programs for city taxes in 
2021: 

General homestead exemption: 
Homeowners who reside at their home 
are eligible to apply online or in person. 
Last year, this exemption reduced proper-
ty taxes for eligible homeowners by $283. 

GS-1 exemption: The GS-1 saved most 
eligible homeowners $1,579 in 2020. You 
qualify to apply if you’re at least 62 as of 
Jan. 1 and your total household income 
does not exceed $25,000. 

S-1 exemption: The S-1 saved most 
eligible homeowners $202 in 2020. You 
qualify to apply if you are 62 or older as of 
Jan. 1 and the household income of you 
and your spouse does not exceed $10,000, 
excluding retirement income. Pensions 
and Social Security income do not count 
toward income for this exemption, but in-
come such as salary, wages, rental income, 
dividends and interest are included. 

GH-2/S-4 exemption: Regardless of 
income, owners who are 65 as of Jan. 1 are 
eligible to apply for the GH-2 and S-4. The 
S-4 exempts owners from school taxes; 
this exemption is in effect throughout 
2021, subject to change through legisla-
tion and a referendum. S-4 savings vary 
based on the value of the home. The GH-2 
saves homeowners about $113 a year. 

S-2 and S-3 school exemptions: 
Owners who are 70 may file for the S-3 
regardless of income. Owners over 80 
with income under $40,000 may apply for 
the S-2 exemption. These exemptions do 
not reduce taxes while the S-4 is in effect. 
However, the city encourages homeown-
ers to apply for these exemptions in case 
of changes to the S-4. 

Disabled veterans can qualify for an ex-
emption saving up to $3,087 if they reside at 
the property and have a 100 percent disability 
per the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Tax deferral allows owners 62 and above to 
defer taxes on the first $100,000 of assessed 
value of their home, payable with interest 
upon the sale or transfer of the property, al-
lowing a deferral of up to $3,417 annually. 
Additional conditions apply. 

Year’s support provides an exemption of 
taxes for one year upon the death of a spouse 
if approved by the DeKalb County probate 
court. 

Un-remarried surviving spouses of U.S. 
service members, peace officers, or firefight-
ers killed in the line of duty may qualify for 
additional exemptions. 

Rehabilitated historic properties may 
qualify for preferential tax assessments. 

Your potential tax savings for each exemp-
tion will vary in 2021 depending on millage 
rates. 

Once you have applied for an exemption, 
you do not need to re-apply. But you’ll need 
to apply if you qualify for a new exemption 
based on age, income, if you are a new owner, 
or if you have moved within town. If you 
have only applied with the county, you must 
also apply with the city. 

The city can accept homestead exemp-
tion applications for 2021 anytime between 
now and April 1. However, homeowners are 
encouraged to apply for any new exemptions 
by March 15 in order for your exemptions to 
appear on the first installment 2021 property 
tax bill. 

For details on how homestead exemptions 
are calculated or to apply for the general 
homestead exemption online, visit decaturga.
com/homestead. Applicants for all other ex-
emptions may request a scanned or mailed 
application by calling 404-370-4100 or email-
ing taxes@decaturga.com. 
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Fire Safety for Multigenerational Households 
Decatur Fire/Rescue urges members of mul-
tigenerational households to work together to 
ensure everyone follows fire safety practices. 
According to the nonprofit National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA), there are 
roughly 360,000 home fires every year in the 
United States, and roughly 2,500 people die 
in these home fires. 

Smoke Alarms Are Important 
Make sure your home has working smoke 
alarms. You need a smoke alarm on every 
level, inside each sleeping room, and outside 
each separate sleeping area. Interconnect the 
alarms so when one sounds, they all sound. 
Install both ionization and photoelectric 
alarms for best protection. 
•  Test your alarms at least once a month. 

Press each test button to make sure it is 
working. 

•  Be safe when testing alarms. Ask for help 
or stand on a sturdy stepstool or steplad-
der. Hold onto the handrail when reaching 
for the alarm to prevent falls. 

•  Everyone should know the sound of the 
smoke alarm. Make sure family members 
can hear the smoke alarm during the day 
and at night. 

•  Install smoke alarms and alert devices to 

help family members who are deaf or hard 
of hearing. Alert devices, such as strobe 
lights, flash when the smoke alarm sounds. 
Pillow or bed shakers may be useful to 
wake a person who is sleeping. These shak-
ers are triggered by the sound of the smoke 
alarm. 

Practice your Fire Drill 
•  Plan your home escape. The plan should 

include two ways out of every room and an 
outside family meeting place. 

•  Make sure your home has bright lighting 
in stairways to prevent falls during a fire 
drill. Remove clutter to avoid trips and 
falls. 

•  Install handrails along the full length of 
both sides of the stairs. 

•  If you have escape ladders in the home, use 
them safely. Practice using the ladder from 
a first floor window. Make sure you can do 
it correctly and quickly. Children should 
only practice with an adult. 

•  Practice the escape plan with everyone 
who lives in your home. Teach children 
how to escape on their own in case the 
adults cannot help them. Make sure all 
doors and windows that lead outside open. 

•  A closed door may slow the spread of 

smoke, heat and fire. Install interconnected 
smoke alarms in every sleeping room. 

•  Smoke alarms may not wake up children. 
Older adults may not hear the smoke 
alarm. Assign someone to help children, 
older adults and people with disabilities 
escape.

Get Outside and Stay Outside 
•  If there is a fire, get outside quickly. Then 

call 9-1-1. 
•  If there is smoke, use your second way out. 

If you must escape through smoke, get low 
and go under the smoke. 

•  If you can’t get to someone needing help, 
leave the home. Then call 9-1-1. Tell the 
fire department where the person is lo-
cated. 

•  Teach children to wait for family members 
at the outside meeting place. Once outside, 
stay outside. 

•  If you can’t get outside call 9-1-1. Let the 
fire department know you can’t get out-
side. Wave a light-colored cloth or a flash-
light from the window. 

For more fire safety tips, visit nfpa.org/
public-education, cpsc.gov/safety-education, 
or decaturga.com/fire. 

Trust Literacy 

T
rust is the oxygen of our social life, 
invisible and yet necessary for the 
social and political body to sur-
vive. It is required to get anything 

done beyond individual efforts and critical 
to tackling the most vexing problems of our 
times. Without trust, it is difficult to make 
decisions together about what and how we 
will share in an uncertain future. 

We live in a time when our trust in one 
another, and in our government, is in short 
supply. In nationwide surveys, only 30.3 per-
cent of Americans surveyed in 2014 agreed 
that “most people can be trusted.” Only a 
third of Americans have a great or good 
deal of trust in the political competence of 
our fellow citizens, down from 65 percent in 
1997. And only 10 percent of GenZers trust 

politicians to do the right thing. 
Even more disturbing, we in-

creasingly seem unable to come to 
a basic agreement about the facts 
related to important issues such as 
our changing climate, the integrity 
of our elections, and the dangers of the cur-
rent global pandemic. Without an agreement 
about the facts, our trust in each other and 
collective action erodes. As trust erodes, we 
lose not only the work that we could be doing 
to steer the ship forward, but also the lifeline 
to get us back to the boat itself. 

Our trust crisis is emerging at a time when 
many of us are overwhelmed by the number 
of options available to us for “social” connec-
tion. And yet, these connections seem to be 
an infertile ground for trusting relationships 

that span our cultural differences. 
This presents a challenge for the 
collaborative neighborliness that 
we need to solve many of our 
problems. 

As the wise saying states, “If you 
want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go 
far, go together.” 

In 2021, the Better Together Advisory 
Board seeks to spark a community-wide dia-
log about trust – in our government, in our 
elected officials, and in our fellow citizens. 
We must become more trust-literate if we 
are going to be better together. In the year 
ahead, we hope that you will join the BTAB 
and Little Shop of Stories as we seek to un-
derstand the work required to rebuild trust 
in our society. 
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‘Do Better’
A Message from Commissioner 
George Dusenbury

T
he pandemic had turned our world upside 
down. The presidential election was looming. 
The national news reflected outrage and de-
mands for racial justice sparked by the killing 

of George Floyd. Racist videos went viral within our own 
local community. 

During our City Commission meeting, residents 
turned out to express their righteous indignation at the 
events of the world. They were turning to us, their elect-
ed officials, to do something about it. To act. To, in the 
words of Decatur resident Michael Johnson, “do better.”

His words stick with me. 
In facing the storms of 2020, 

our community came together 
in myriad ways to do bet-
ter. Government, community 
organizations, businesses and 
neighbors  – we took action to 
protect, nurture and sustain 
each other. 

For all that we accomplished, 
our work remains unfinished. 
We always can do better, and it is in that spirit that I 
look forward to 2021. 

I look forward to Decatur developing a new down-
town master plan. Our 1982 Town Center Plan created 
a vision for drawing in residents and revitalizing our 
urban center. These residents sustain our shops and 
restaurants; they provide a vibrancy in our core. With 
the success of the Town Center Plan, it is time to envi-
sion new parks and plazas, transportation solutions, 
affordable housing, pedestrian safety and better parking 
to “manage growth while retaining character,” Principle 
No. 1 of our Strategic Plan. 

I also look forward to creating a greenspace master 
plan. The pandemic has highlighted the vital role that 
parks and recreation play in our lives, as many of us 
have sought solace and renewal in the outdoors. We can 
ensure that all residents have access to a cohesive system 
of parks, recreation facilities and trails that link and en-
rich our community. 

And I look forward to our community’s ongoing 
effort to create a more just, equitable and sustainable 
Decatur. 

As the challenges of 2020 give way to the opportuni-
ties of 2021, I look forward to working with you to con-
tinue to do better.  

– Commissioner George Dusenbury 

Decatur East Development 
Receives Excellence Award 
The Decatur East development received a 2020 Developments of Excellence award 
and was recognized as a Livable Center by the Atlanta Regional Commission, 
which recognizes developments and places that are improving quality in commu-
nities across metro Atlanta. 

Decatur East transforms a former parking lot at the Avondale MARTA station 
into a bustling mixed-use, transit-oriented development with an affordable hous-
ing component. The development boasts 92 units of affordable senior living and 
22,000 square feet of commercial space sized for start-ups and local businesses. 

The project ties the existing MARTA pedestrian bridge into expanded and im-
proved pedestrian facilities, including Decatur’s Safe Routes to School, the PATH 
Foundation’s East Decatur Greenway, and connection to the Stone Mountain and 
Downtown Atlanta trails. The construction of a new east-west street, as well as pub-
licly accessible plazas, substantial landscaping and street lighting, improved pedes-
trian crossings and sidewalks with amenities, are anticipated to encourage the use of 
alternative transportation in the area. 

Columbia Residential, the Decatur Development Authority, and MARTA were 
recognized by ARC for this development. 

Entering Autos: Lock It or Lose It 
Nationally, more than $1.13 billion in personal items and accessories are stolen 
from vehicles. It takes less than one minute for a thief to enter your auto and take 
whatever is in your front seat. Thefts from vehicles are one of the most common 
property crimes around Decatur and across the Metro Atlanta area. These steps 
can prevent you from becoming a victim:
•  Keep your car visible. Try and park in well-lit areas. 
•  Don’t make it easy – keep windows up and doors locked. 
•  Activate your vehicle’s alarm. 
•  Always take your keys and key fobs out of your vehicle.
•  Never leave your vehicle running and unattended. 
•  Never leave valuables in your vehicle or items in view that could be valuable to 

someone else. Remove valuables from your vehicles or hide them.
•  Don’t use the console or glove box as a mobile lock box. 
•  Report any suspicious behavior. 

Call 911 if you are a victim. Even if nothing was stolen, police need a record 
of it. 

8  |  Decatur Focus  •  JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021



CITY  News

Staying Connected with the City 
City of Decatur uses multiple channels to relay information to the community.  

The Decatur Focus Newsletter 
The city’s official newsletter, published 10 
times a year, is mailed to every household, 
business and professional license-holder 
within the city limits. January/February and 
July/August are combined issues. The Decatur 
Focus publishes announcements and informa-
tion about Decatur including city services, 
downtown development, school news, busi-
ness news, and news about individual resi-
dents and neighborhood associations. The 
purpose of the newsletter is to promote the 
city and encourage the exchange of informa-
tion among residents, business owners, and 
the school system. 

City Website
Decatur’s official website is decaturga.com. 
Learn about the city’s history, various depart-
ments and services, and its governance. You 
can also sign up for email alerts; find links to 
current and past issues of the Decatur Focus, 
the Decatur Playbook, the Emergency Services 
Guide, Sustainability Report and Kids Activity 
Book; and find links to learn more about up-
coming special events, festivals, and meetings. 

Sign Up for Email Alerts
Receive email notifications for general city 
news, alerts, and board and commission meet-
ings and agendas. Here’s how: 
1. Visit decaturga.com and select the “how do 

I?” menu at the top right of the page. 
2. On the next screen, select the “sign up for 

email alerts” option. 
3. Then, select the newsletters you wish to sub-

scribe to and enter your email address. 
4. Click “subscribe” and you should receive a 

confirmation email. 

Decatur Tourism Website 
Decatur Visitors Center’s official website,  
visitdecaturgeorgia.com, provides informa-
tion about all things Decatur for tourists, visi-
tors, and meeting and event planners. Find 
comprehensive listings for shopping, dining, 
services, festivals and special events, hotels, 
and attractions in Decatur. Directions, maps, 
transportation and parking options, and metro 
Atlanta attractions are also available. 

You may also follow the center on Insta-

gram (@visitdecaturga) and Facebook (Visit-
DecaturGA). 

Text Alerts 
Text CODAlerts to 313131 to receive news 
alerts and important updates from the City of 
Decatur via text message. 

Decatur Next Website 
DecaturNext.com is the informational hub 
of our city’s collaborative planning efforts, 
offering historical context, information on 
current planning efforts, celebration of our 
accomplishments as those planned endeavors 
materialize, and opportunities for residents to 
plug in and contribute. 

Decatur Makeover Website 
Wondering how to navigate through and 
around Decatur when infrastructure and 
development projects interfere with your pre-
ferred routes? Decaturmakeover.com will give 
you a heads-up on what to expect, and how to 
avoid traffic entanglements. 

BeActive Decatur Blog 
Beactivedecatur.com is the Decatur Active 
Living blog, and a good resource for opportu-
nities to engage in physical and mental activi-
ties and make new friends around the city. 

Nextdoor 
Nextdoor is used by the city and the police 

department for sharing information. Join at 
nextdoor.com, select your neighborhood, and 
look for alerts in your email. 

Facebook 
Follow City of Decatur GA-Government on 
Facebook for offical city news, emergency 
alerts, and links to events and festivals. Most 
city departments also have a Facebook pres-
ence including Police, Fire, Active Living and 
Children and Youth Services departments.

Want a closer look at what’s happening 
around town daily? Follow VisitDecaturGA.

Instagram 
@cityofdecaturga will keep you abreast of 
developments and events in the city with an 
emphasis on images. As they say, a picture is 
worth a thousand words, so take a look. 

Twitter
@cityofdecaturga will keep you updated on 
news about the city and emergency alerts. 

See Click Fix 
Download the app, and use it to alert the city 
to problems or issues you discover while out 
and about, and then track the progress of your 
report. 

Specialty Brochures 
Explore Decatur in-depth with specialty 
brochures on craft beer, the arts, shopping, 
destination dining and more. Each brochure 
includes a map to get you where you want to 
go with ease! Pick one up at the Decatur Visi-
tors Center, 113 Clairemont Ave. 

Decatur Walk & 
Roll Superstars 
Pete Beasely has lived in downtown Decatur 
for several years and actively seeks ways to not 
drive. He likes living downtown because he 
can walk to most of the places he needs to go, 
including the Emory campus where his doc-
tors are. He frequently uses Emory’s free shut-
tle service – Cliff – when the weather isn’t nice. 
Pete also likes public transportation because it 
is easier, different, and means he doesn’t have 
to drive his own car. Sometimes he rides one 
way and walks the other. Pete Beasely is this 
month’s Walk and Roll Star!
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Solarize Decatur-DeKalb 
Solarize Decatur-DeKalb has ended the year with more than 140 contracted rooftop instal-
lations, 281 kWh of home battery storage, and more than 1,025 kW of solar capacity. This is 
the most solar capacity of any Solarize program in Georgia. Thanks to the power of group 
purchasing, residents saved around $715,000 on their solar installations, and many will save 
further with federal tax credits for the solar arrays. 

The campaign led to an estimated $3.25 million in local economic development. Collec-
tively over the next 25 years, these solar installations will decrease our greenhouse gas emis-
sions by 24,000 tons of CO2. As the remaining contracted installations go up in 2021, Solarize 
Decatur-DeKalb will partner with the Martin Luther King Jr. Service Project to do some free 
solar installations for low-income seniors to produce their own clean energy and save on their 
energy bills. 

Congratulations, Decatur-DeKalb, on a record-breaking Solarize campaign!

Neighbors 
Show 
Thanks 
to Postal 
Workers 
In November, the 
Pinetree Drive 
neighbors pro-
vided breakfast 
for the postal 
workers at the 
Decatur down-
town post office. 

Girl Scout Troop 
Makes Donation to 
Legacy Park 

Girl Scout Troop 15226 is very pleased to 
present the Decatur community with a park 
bench and a Dogwood tree at Legacy Park, 
across from the baseball field. This gift is 
part of the girls’ Journey Project. The troop 
encourages Decaturites to take a moment to 
sit and enjoy the peace and beauty of Legacy 
Park. 

DFUMC Donation Drives 
Decatur First United Methodist Church is 
accepting donations of food, toiletries, and 
financial donations for the Decatur Emer-
gency Assistance Ministry (DEAM), Decatur 
Cooperative Ministry (DCM), and Project 
Transformation. 

DEAM, DCM, and Project Transforma-
tion offer help to those in need of food as-
sistance or who are suffering from financial 
hardship. A list of the most-needed dona-
tions can be found at decaturfirst.org/mis-
sions. Volunteers with facemasks will unload 
donations outdoors to maintain safety. Col-
lections will take place under the archway of 
the church, on N. Candler Road near down-
town Decatur’s Kroger, at the following dates 
and times:

Jan. 17 • 12:30-1:30 p.m. 
Feb. 7 • 12:30-1:30 p.m.
March 7 • 12:30-1:30 p.m.
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"I am a practicing Chiropractic
Physician. For the past 20 years I've

been passionate about healthy
living. 

The prevention of pain and chronic
diseases are the focuses of my

practice. 
I manage these conditions through

Chiropractic Care, Functional
Medicine and Nutrition."

WELLSPRING 
CHIROPRACTIC 

& 
WELLNESS

OFFICE -  404.377.7263

235 E. Ponce De Leon Ave.
Suite 109

Decatur, GA 30030

WELLSPRINGINDECATUR.COM
WELLSPRINGDECATUR@GMAIL.COM

Call for a Free 
Consultation

404-460-0101 

www.robertnkatz.com

One Decatur Town Center
Suite 300 

150 East Ponce de Leon 
Avenue

Decatur, GA 30030

Atlanta Personal Injury Lawyers 
Dedicated to Advocating for 

Victims for Over 30 years

Decatur First United Methodist Church 

Preschool Registration Opens for 2021-2022 
Decatur First United Methodist Church, 300 E. Ponce de Leon Ave., has 
opened registration for its 66th year of preschool education. The half-
day program is open to ages 1 to 4. With enough demonstrated interest, 
a class for children ages 6-12-months will be offered one day a week.  

The school is open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m.-1 p.m. One year 
olds may attend one or two days a week; two year olds may attend 
two, three or five days a week; three year olds may attend three, four 
or five days a week; and four year olds attend five days a week. 

The goal of the program is to help each child develop a wholesome 
self-concept, an eagerness for learning, an appropriate value system 
for social growth and an ability to think and work independently. 

The program features: 
•  A Christian environment. 
• Low child-teacher ratio. 
•  Large classrooms, two age-appropriate outdoor playgrounds, and 

an indoor rainy day area. 
•  Daily music and art.
•  Handwriting Without Tears curriculum for the four year olds.

•  Regular chapel services for three and four year olds, led by leaders 
of the church and the director of the school. 

•  Certification by the Georgia Preschool Association, National Associa-
tion and the North Georgia United Methodist Preschool Association. 

•  Teachers who attend at least four preschool workshop classes each 
year, are certified in CPR/First Aid, and are Safe Sanctuary trained. 
All have completed nationwide background checks. 

•  Field trips to Fellini’s, nature walks, Chattahoochee Nature Center, 
Stone Mountain Park (will resume when the pandemic ends).

•  Magical Mornings, once a month (once the pandemic ends). In-
cludes musicians, puppet shows and magic shows. 

•  A seasonal garden for the children to help maintain plants and 
watch them grow.

•  An active parent group with volunteer opportunities. 
Attend a virtual open house at your convenience at decaturfirst.

org/preschool. For more information, call Director Tasha Moore, 404-
378-4541 ext. 223. To schedule an in-person tour, email Meg Rosselot, 
mrosselot@decaturfirst.org.

Tuesday, Jan. 26 
January Membership 
Meeting and State of the 
City Address
5:30 p.m. • Online via Zoo 

Tuesday, Feb. 23
Mayor Emerita Elizabeth 
Wilson presents Black 
History Month Program
5:30 p.m. • Online via Zoom 

MEETING 
PREVIEWS
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Expert, uncompromising  
legal representation  
when you need it most. 

150 E. Ponce de Leon Ave., Suite 260 • Downtown Decatur
404-253-7860 • doug@carllp.com • www.carllp.com

• Personal Injury and Wrongful Death •

DEDICATED. 
EXPERIENCED. 

RESPECTED.

C&A-2col-ad-focus.indd   1 5/14/14   4:47 PM

41 years of being your neighbor 
and REALTOR® of choice!

PAM HUGHES
REALTOR®

Cell: 404-626-3604  
Office: 404-897-5558

Pam.Hughes@HarryNorman.com
Personalized Service and an Exceptional Experience

Experience is not Expensive...It’s Priceless!

DEF Awards Grants to CSD PTAs for 
In-School Learning 
During the fall of a normal school year, Decatur Education Foundation awards 
thousands of dollars in teacher grants across the district for classroom support. 
Since there has been no in-person learning so far this school year, DEF has de-
layed awarding teacher grants while students continue to learn virtually. To an-
swer the needs of virtual learning, DEF launched its COVID-Learning initiatives 
to provide childcare support, virtual tutoring and supplemental food for Decatur 
families. To learn more about these initiatives, visit decatureducationfoundation.
org/Covid-19. 

Now that the new year has begun, the district is working hard to find safe solu-
tions that will allow some in-person learning for our students. To assist in the ef-
forts for making the schools safe for students to return, DEF is reallocating teacher 
grants to provide grant funds to each school’s PTA. The $30,000 will be divided, 
based on a per student calculation, among each of the PTAs to purchase what they 
need for safe in-person learning. Since the needs for each school vary, DEF is al-
lowing the principals and PTA leadership to determine where the funds can be 
put to use. 

DEF will assess in the spring if it makes sense to provide teacher grants, and will 
look forward to supporting classroom grants in the 2021-22 school year. If you 
would like to contribute to DEF’s annual fund to ensure that we can continue to 
fund programs to mitigate the impact of COVID on our kids, visit decatureduca-
tionfoundation.org/donate

Stay Up-to-Date with CSD’s District Dispatch Newsletter 
City Schools of Decatur now has its own 
monthly e-newsletter. Posted on the 
Thursday after the monthly school board 
meetings, it includes school stories, up-
dates, and photos. To stay up-to-date on all the latest happenings within the city 
schools, subscribe at csdecatur.net/subscribe and you will receive the e-newsletter 
in your inbox each month. Please note: all current CSD parents are automatically 
enrolled when they register their students. 

Run with the Dogs 
5K Jan. 23-31
The Decatur 
Bulldogs Boost-
ers will host 
their annual 
Run with the 
Dogs 5K, Jan. 
23-31. Partici-
pants can run 
the race during 
those dates, 
and report their 
time through 
Chronotrack. 
Registration is 
$25 for Decatur 
students, teach-
ers and employ-
ees, and $30 for 
all other participants until Jan. 24. 

Although the race will look different from previous 
years, there will be ways for everyone to participate, in-
cluding families and four-legged friends. 

T-shirts and award pick-up days will be Feb. 13, 10 
a.m.-noon, and Feb. 14, 2-3 p.m. Long- sleeve T-shirts 
designed by local artist Adam Pinsley will only be guar-
anteed to participants registered by Jan. 24. 

Run with the Dogs 5K is the Boosters’ annual fund-
raiser to meet the needs of student athletes, including 
uniforms and equipment. These funds are used to sup-
port 685 student athletes on all 25 teams representing 14 
sports at Decatur High and Renfroe Middle School. For 
more information and registration, visit rwtd5k.com. 
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Giving you 
the time and 
attention you 

deserve

LISA CRONIC, REALTOR®
lisacronic@atlantafinehomes.com                                                                           

678.641.4325                                                                         

Decatur Resident for Over 20 Years                                      

AtlantaFineHomes.com | 404.874.0300

© MMXIV Sotheby’s International Realty Affiliates, Inc. All Rights Reserved.                                             
Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Office Is Independently Owned And Operated.

Your neighbor and  
intown real estate specialist.

•   Top 1% producer, Atlanta 
Board of Realtors (2009 – 2014)

•   More than 125 homes sold in  
City of Decatur since 2009

•   More than 260 homes sold 
overall since 2009

Whether you are buying or selling — or  
simply exploring your options — call me to  
be sure you are positioned for success in 
today’s changing market.

chip@kellerknapp.com  •  678.429.9731 
ChipWallaceRealEstate.com

it’s a Date to Stay up late!

A
ll Decatur residents, and everybody else, too, are invited 
to walk in the Decatur Lantern Parade on the evening of 
Friday, May 15. This is one of those “the-more-the-merrier” 
events, so plan now to participate and be a part of helping 

to make this lantern parade memorable.   
Make your own lantern at home or 

come to a lantern-making workshop 
where supplies and guidance are provid-
ed. Find out where and when by visiting 
decaturlanternparade.com.

To participate, line up at Color Wheel 
Studio at 508 E. Howard Ave. after 8 p.m.  
The parade steps off at 9 p.m. led by The 
Black Sheep Marching Ensemble and pa-
rade guru Chantelle Rytter. The parade 
will wend its way to the community 
bandstand in front of the Old Court-
house on the square.

The parade is sponsored by Color 
Wheel Studio, Decatur Arts Alliance, 
Decatur Education Foundation, and 
the Decatur Development Authority.

Focus May 2015.indd   20 4/21/15   12:10 PM

A Cemetery Treasure Hunt

E
very stone in Decatur Cemetery represents a life 
worth remembering. Knowing the story behind each 
one brings history to life. For many years a small 
group of gravestones in the old section was overshad-

owed by some of the more prominent ones nearby. A note 
from a descendant uncovered a mystery, and gave the Friends 
of Decatur Cemetery (FODC) a chance to bring one of the old-
est graves in the cemetery to light. The condition of the stone 
made it nearly impossible to read but a little research brought 
the grave of Anna Key (d. 1851) to the forefront. 

Once rediscovered, FODC set to work using approved 
preservation techniques, to clean the now legible stone. When 
working with gravestones of this age, it is imperative to use 
good care in the gentlest way. Members of FODC are currently 
assessing many of the stones in the Old Sections and hope to 
bring their stories into the 21st century. For more information, 
contact FODC, friendsofdecaturcemetery@gmail.com. 

As you enjoy the cemetery this winter and spring, use the 
clues pictured by the surrounding gravestones and see if you 
can identify the grave of Anna Key. Her untouched gravestone 
is seen in the photo.
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Roots Down Remakes Highly Visible Plot in Decatur Heights

D
ecatur communities are coming together to create landscapes that serve as 
spaces to congregate with neighbors and access fresh, healthy food. Roots 
Down is a local company advocating for better landscapes, jobs, and com-
munities in Georgia, and they are spearheading this grassroots movement. 

They work with individuals, groups, and governments to grow food, promote ecology, 
and encourage community. Roots Down recently initiated a community project here in 
Decatur. 

The Decatur Heights community identified an unused triangle junction on Ridge-
land Avenue and Fairview Avenue and wanted to revitalize it for the benefit of the 
community. Roots Down partnered with the community to transform the space into a 
Productive Urban Landscape. 

Productive Urban Landscapes incorporate native ecology, robust biodiversity, and 
hyperlocal, organic produce. These landscapes can change landscaping and urban 
agriculture for the better by feeding the surrounding community, while also 
restoring the environment and encouraging long-term sustainability. 

Community members came out for two days to clear away debris and 
replace it with an annual vegetable bed and fruit trees. They reinvigorated a 
Little Free Library at the junction that fits with the new garden. The Decatur 
Heights community now has a space full of vegetables, herbs, and fruit trees. 
If you are interested in bringing a Productive Urban Landscape to your com-
munity, visit rootsdownga.com. 

  

TREE PRUNING, SOIL ENHANCEMENT, 
PLANTING, AND REMOVAL 

CALL FOR FREE WOOD CHIPS!

14  |  Decatur Focus  •  JANUARY-FEBRUARY 2021



BUSINESS & NONPROFIT  News

Saint Thomas More Catholic School 
Now Enrolling for 2021-22 School Year 
Saint Thomas More Catholic School, at the intersection of W. Ponce de Leon Avenue and  
W. Trinity Place, invites parents of prospective kindergarten-through-seventh-grade stu-
dents to apply by the Feb. 19 deadline. For more information and to apply, visit stmga.org. 

Decatur Nonprofits 
Collaboration 
In November, Furnish with Love designed a new 
home for Decatur Cooperative Ministry. As part of 
this project, FWL revived a dining table and chairs 
that were donated by Woodlands Garden. The chairs 
brightened up the dining area for future DCM fami-
lies transitioning from homelessness. 

No account minimums
No commissions
No hidden fees
Fiduciary
Results for you

CHAMBERLAIN
FINANCIAL ADVISORS
We provide trusted advice
and take the guesswork out
of managing your finances
 

GET STARTED TODAY

Josh@ChamberlainFA.com
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117 East Court Square . Decatur . 404/370-3979
500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave . Atlanta .404/892-8294

www.worthmorejewelers.com

All you need is...


