





Anti-Racism Speaker Series:

ROBIN RUE SIMMONS

Wednesday, Dec. 8 ¢« 6-7:30 p.m.

he Better Together Advisory Board

and the City of Decatur will wrap

up the 2021 Anti-Racism Speaker

Series with a conversation with
Robin Rue Simmons. The series is designed
to generate awareness of equity concerns in
the city and to hold the city accountable for meeting established
goals and implementing policies to achieve the aspiration of being
an inclusive, equitable and just city.

In March 2021, Evanston, Illinois, became the first city in the
United States to approve a plan to provide reparations for Black
residents harmed by the city’s past discriminatory housing poli-
cies. Robin Rue Simmons, former alderman and current executive
director of FirstRepair, played a significant role in developing the
strategy that facilitated the bill's adoption. Simmons will share
many lessons learned regarding coalition building, community
engagement, and establishing trusting relationships as she ushered
through Evanston’s historic reparations bill. The board members
believe the city of Decatur can learn much from Simmons as we
work to become a more antiracist city. We hope you will join us as
Robin Rue Simmons helps us to become better together.

Robin Rue Simmons

Visit decaturga.com/speaker series to register and view record-
ings of past speakers.

Walk & Roll SUPERSTAR

Sean Crottyy moved to
Decatur five\years ago
and jumped right in. He
opened Kelly's Market,
named after his grand-
father, in the Old Depot
District and has anchored
that part of town with
provisions that are typi-
cal of a small grocer. Sean
left his travel-based job to
settle in a place with big
city amenities but a small-
town feel.

The Crotty family home is within walking dis-
tance of the market and they have a regular walk-
ing and running program that takes them to neigh-
borhoods all over the city. They call it urban hiking.
Sean starts his car occasionally to makes sure it
runs. He says that as a small business owner he
has an incentive to support local walkers. He.is.this
month’'s Walk and Roll Star.

Thanksgiving Holidays
Thursday, Nov. 25, and Friday, Nov. 26
Regular services for both days will be on
Wednesday, Nov. 24, before the holiday

Christmas Holidays
Saturday, Dec. 25
No changes to Monday, Dec. 20, and Tuesday, Dec. 21
Regular service for Thursday, Dec. 23, will be Wed, Dec. 22
Regular service for Friday, Dec. 24, will be Thursday, Dec 23
Regular service for Monday, Dec. 27, will be Tuesday, Dec. 28
Regular service for Tuesday, Dec. 28, will be Wed, Dec. 29
No changes to Thursday, Dec. 30, and Friday, Dec. 31

New Year's Day
Saturday, Jan. 1 (observed Monday, Jan. 3)
Regular service for Monday, Jan. 3, will be Tuesday, Jan. 4
Regular service for Tuesday, Jan. 4, will be Wednesday, Jan. 5

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Monday, Jan. 17
Regular service for Monday will be Tuesday, Jan. 18
Regular service for Tuesday will be Wednesday, Jan. 19

Presidents Day
Monday, Feb. 21
Regular service for Monday will be Tuesday, Feb. 22
Regular service for Tuesday will be Wednesday, Feb. 23

Memorial Day
Monday, May 30
Regular service for Monday will be Tuesday, May 31
Regular service for Tuesday will be Wednesday, June 1

Juneteenth Day
Sunday, June 19 (observed Monday, June 20)
Regular service for Monday, June 20, will be Tuesday, June 21
Regular service for Tuesday will be Wednesday, June 22

Independence Day
Monday, July 4
Regular service for Monday will be Tuesday, July 5
Regular service for Tuesday will be Wednesday, July 6

Labor Day
Monday, Sept. 5
Regular service for Monday will be Tuesday, Sept. 6
Regular service for Tuesday will be Wednesday, Sept. 7

Please note: if your day is not on the schedule, your
regular scheduled day has not been affected.

NOVEMBER 2021 ¢ Decatur Focus | 3



Set-Out Time

All garbage, trash, recyclables, yard trimmings, bulky
items and appliances for collection must be ready for
pickup by 7:30 a.m. on collection day. Pickup times will
vary, but collectors will not arrive before 7:30 am.

Containers on the Curb

Refuse and recycling containers may be placed at the
curb after 5 p.m. the day before collection and must be
removed from the curb by midnight on collection day.

Recyclable Materials

Decatur’'s curbside recycling program accepts paper
products, plastic, glass and metal. Glass must be
separated in its own bin. For a complete list of items
visit decaturga.com/recycling.

For more tips on items that are hard to recycle, visit
livethrive.org.

Bulky Items Reminder

Decatur now accepts bulky items like furniture and
appliances as a part of your regular sanitation pick-up.
Just set them at the curb. There is no additional cost
for this service except for a $50 collection fee for items
containing freon.

P Christmas Tree Recycling

Monday, Dec. 27-Saturday, Jan. 8

Decatur residents may drop off live Christmas trees
at Decatur Legacy Park, 500 S. Columbia Dr. Look for
signs indicating the drop-off area. Please do not leave
Christmas trees anywhere else on the Legacy Park

property.

For more information about solid waste and
recycling services, call 404-377-5571, Monday
through Friday, 7:30 a.m.-4 p.m., or visit
decaturga.com/sanitation.

SAVE THE DATE:

Electronics Recyling Returns Dec. 18, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Drop off at the Public Works facility on Talley Street. Look
for details in the December issue of the Decatur Focus
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It's Not Too Late!

A Season of Giving/Christmas Decatur could still use
your help to provide happy holidays for Decatur’s chil- |
dren and senior citizens.

Organizers are still concerned about the pan- )
demic, and so are requesting monetary donations | ']'. |
this year. Funds will be used to provide gift cards to | N |
parents, so they are able to buy gifts for their chil- d
dren (through 8th grade).

Monetary donations are also requested for senior
citizens. Their gifts will be purchased by volunteers
based on the seniors’ wish lists. A suggested donation
is $150 but any amount is greatly appreciated.

i)
fs| T

Go to legacydecatur.com/give and designate your donation to
A Season of Giving/Christmas Decatur. Legacy Decatur is a 501
(c) (3) registered charity. If you are a parent or guardian in need of
help this holiday season, please look for information at your child’s
school. If you have any questions, contact aseasonofgiving@deca-
turga.com or call 404-378-8068.

In September, retired Decatur Police Chief Mike Booker,
Decatur Fire Sergeant Durrel Coleman, and Decatur Police
Officer Juan Velez were presented with a remembrance
award during the Decatur High School JROTC annual 9/11
Ceremony. During this ceremony members of the Decatur
High School JROTC recognize the victims of 9/11 and
honor individuals within the school district and community
who possess the same selfless values and dedication as those
who responded to the 9/11 attack.




CITY News

The What and Why of Decatur's
Waste Characterization Study

In Spring 2021, the City of Decatur part-
nered with a consultant team led by local
firm Burns & McDonnell to conduct a waste
characterization study of our single-family
residential collection streams. The purpose
was to gain greater insight into our current
waste and recycling programs, identify op-
portunities for improvement, and provide

a baseline to measure the impacts of educa-
tion and enforcement initiatives. The project
team collected samples of Pay-As-You-
Throw (PAYT) trash, commingled recycling,
glass, and yard waste from 120 randomly
selected households across the city. Materials
were then taken to the Public Works build-
ing and sorted into 47 material categories.
Over a week, the team hand-sorted more
than 5,700 Ibs. of materials.

Overall, the study results show that the city
operates an effective sanitation service, con-
sistently outperforming the national average
across several important metrics. The city’s
diversion rate is approximately 54 percent,
meaning that more than half of all collected
materials are kept out of the landfill. Mean-
while, more than 87 percent of the items tar-
geted by our commingled recycling, glass, and
yard waste end up in their correct stream.

The study also uncovered two important
opportunities to reduce our environmental
impacts and save tax dollars. The first is re-
ducing contamination in our commingled
recycling. The second is increasing access
to composting. These opportunities are dis-
cussed in more detail below, including how
you can help.

Cleaning Up Our Curbside Recycling
Contamination, or anything not meant to be
collected in curbside commingled recycling,
is an ongoing challenge with real monetary
consequences. From food to plastic bags
and utensils, contamination interferes with
the sorting process, increases costs, and de-
creases the value of recyclables to end users.
The city’s current processor, Conyers-based
Pratt Industries, imposed a $60/ton fee to
account for these higher processing fees and
less profitable commodity markets. Pratt

now focuses its recovery process on com-
modities like plastic No. 1 and 2 bottles and
jugs, cardboard, mixed paper, and metals.
In response, the city updated its recycling
guidelines to reflect the materials actually
recovered and recycled by Pratt.

The city then turned its focus to the
quantity and sources of contamination in
our residential recycling stream. The Waste
Characterization Study found a commingled
recycling contamination rate of 21.1 percent,
attributable to four main sources. The pri-
mary contaminant found was non-recycla-
ble paper, like paper towels and napkins.
These items should instead be placed in your
PAYT trash, or can be added to backyard
composting as a valuable source of carbon.

PLACE
COMMINGLED CURBSIDE BIN

Cardboard
and Paper

Food and

RECYCLING

NLY THESE IN YOUR

Plastic Bottles
Beverage Cartons  and Jugs with necks Beverage Cans

The next largest source of contamination
in our commingled recycling is non-tar-
geted plastics (clamshells and plastics No.
3,4, and 7). Even though these items may
have a resin number and recycling logo on
the bottom, they are not currently recovered
by Pratt, and are instead sent to a landfill or
burned in a waste-to-energy facility. These
items should not be placed in your curbside
recycling bin. Instead, they should be placed
in your PAYT trash or brought to the Center
for Hard to Recycle Materials (CHaRM) in
Atlanta, which supplies these materials to
manufacturers for use in the production of
carpet, biofuel, and new plastic.

The third main source of contamination

continued on page 6

GLASS
BIN

Any color unbroken glass
bottles and jars.

Metal Food and

plastic bottles and jugs with necks rinsed
TIPS FOR RECYCLING IN DECATUR:
Mo plastic grocery bags - Recycle at your store collection bins
Mo flexible plastic containers and clamshell packaging — Recyle at CHaRM, 1110 Hill St. SE, Atlanta
No styrofoam - save it for Decatur's twice-a-year recycling day or drop at CHaRM
Mo aluminum foil and single-use trays - dispose with your trash
Mo textiles, clothing, or shoes - donate to local charities or dispose with trash
Yes 1o pizza boxes - recycle them at the curb with other materials
When in doubt, throw it out - Keep contaminants out of the recyling stream

Questions? Email recycling@decaturga.com or visit decaturga.com/recycling
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CITY NEWS

Waste and Recycling
continued from page 5

identified by the study is non-recyclable plas-
tic, including plastic utensils and packaging.
Small and lightweight, these items are espe-
cially difficult to recover, and instead are sent
to the landfill or burned in a waste-to-energy
facility alongside non-commodity plastics.
These items should be placed in your PAYT
trash. Individuals can also participate in the
Hefty Energy Bag program through CHaRM.

The remaining contamination comes from
bagged materials, dirt and organics, and
other household waste. Recyclables should
always be loose (not bagged!), rinsed and
free of food and liquid.

By removing these items from your bin,
you can help the city save thousands of dol-
lars per year and ensure that valuable re-
sources are recovered and reused.

Diverting Organics

Organic materials such as eggshells, vegeta-
ble peels, and paper towels are of interest to
the city because they take up space in land-
fills and decay to produce the potent green-

RECYCLING REMINDER

You can recycle your greasy pizza
boxes in your curbside bin. Take
off those hunks of cheese or bits
of pepperoni — but a grease-
stained box is a-ok! In fact, our
recycler wants your greasy pizza
boxes because cardboard is one
of the most valuable commodi-
ties in our recycling stream.

house gas methane. If properly composted
instead, these materials can improve soil
health and productivity by adding valuable
sources of carbon, nitrogen, and other essen-
tial elements. The study was a step in an on-
going effort to understand the quantity and
types of organic material currently sent to
the landfill through our solid waste stream.
Results show that Decatur residents send
more than 1,200 tons of compostable mate-
rial to the landfill each year, making up ap-
proximately 39 percent of our PAYT trash
stream. The majority, more than 750 tons,
consists of food-soiled paper towels, napkins,
and other compostable paper. In addition,
more than 500 tons of loose vegetative, meat
and dairy are collected annually. While
some of these materials, like meat, dairy, and

grease can only be successfully composted
in high-heat industrial facilities, items like
paper towels and vegetable peels can break
down in backyard composting systems.

The city will use these results to assess the
feasibility of various organics collection and
diversion programs, with more details to be
shared in the coming months.

What Comes Next

The city and the Environmental Sustainabil-
ity Board (ESB) are using these results to tar-
get problem materials, create an educational
campaign, and develop potential partner-
ships to help us more sustainably handle our
waste and resources.

The city and ESB are also working on a
“Tip and Tag” initiative for early next year.
This program will evaluate compliance with
the updated recycling guidelines and check
our progress in reducing contamination.
More details to come.

The full Waste Characterization Study,
as well as additional information about
recycling, can be found at decaturga.com/
recycling.

City of Decatur is recruiting for a number of positions, including
police officer, after-school counselor, crew worker, building mainte-
nance specialist, facility monitor and school crossing guard. Applicants
should be willing to be part of a high-performance work culture dedi-
cated to the city’s mission, vision, and values. If you are interested in
working in an environment where leadership, effective management,
teamwork and competency are valued, visit decaturga.com/jobs.
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Holiday Decorating
Contest Coming Soon!

The holiday season is here and that means

it’s time to pull out your holiday decorations.
Decorate your home or business in the colors
and traditions of the season and enter the
Holiday Decorating Contest. Submit a photo
of your or your neighbor’s best decorations by
Friday, Dec. 10. Be sure to include the name
and address of the decorations in the email.

Winners will be posted on the Decatur
Minute blog and the Decorate Decatur Face-
book page. They will also receive special yard
signs to display in their yards for the Holidays.
The winner of the Commissioners Cup will
be presented at the Dec. 20 City Commission
meeting.

To send in your submissions, or if you have
additional questions or need more informa-
tion, email Jackie Moore, jacqueline.moore@
decaturga.com.



CITY NEWS

School Homestead Exemption Updates

Expiration of existing S-4 exemption.
The S-4 homestead exemption for school
property taxes in Decatur took effect in 2017
for resident homeowners over the age of 65. It
gave an exemption from school property taxes
during a five-year period. This exemption will
expire on Dec. 31, 2021.

Referendum on new school exemp-
tions. Under Senate Bill 292, a referendum

is being held on Nov. 2, 2021, on whether to
create two new, additional, temporary school
property tax homestead exemptions. One,
which the city would designate as the S-5
exemption, would provide an exemption on
$200,000 of assessed home value ($400,000

of appraised value) for seniors aged 65-69, if
their household federal adjusted gross income
is less than $53,000. Under the second, the S-6
exemption, homeowners aged 70 and above
would be eligible for a reduction of $200,000
of assessed home value ($400,000 of appraised
value) without an income cap. Additional
information about the proposal is on the City
Schools of Decatur website.

Impact on senior homeowners if ap-
proved. Generally speaking, homeowners
over the age of 65 with income under $53,000
and a home valued under $400,000 would
not pay school property taxes from 2022-

2023 under the newly proposed exemptions.
Homeowners over the age of 70 with homes
valued over $500,000 would generally owe
something towards school property taxes.
However, because of the number of possible
exemptions based on exact age and income of
the homeowner, individual savings based on
the newly proposed homestead exemptions
will vary by household.

Except the S-4 exemption, all other existing
school exemptions will stay in place. The S-3
exemption reduces assessed value by $50,000
for resident homeowners over the age of 70
regardless of income. The S-2 provides a 100
percent exemption from school taxes if the
resident homeowner is age 80 or older with
federal adjusted gross income under $40,000.
The GS-1 and S-1 exemptions provide addi-
tional school tax relief for seniors over the age
of 62 under certain income limits. None of
those exemptions will expire.

GH-2 exemption. Some homeowners who
have turned 65 during 2021 have asked the
city about the S-4 exemption. No new exemp-
tion applications submitted for the S-4 during
2021 can be honored for 2022. However, the
city has a separate exemption, the GH-2, for
resident homeowners 65 and older regardless
of income. The GH-2 paper application form
was combined with the S-4 application form

while the S-4 was in effect. The GH-2 will
remain in place and is not expiring regard-
less of the expiration of the S-4 exemption. It
usually saves eligible homeowners more than
$100 per year on the city-portion of property
tax bills.

Homeowners who have turned 65 during
2021 are still eligible to apply for the city’s
GH-2 homestead exemption anytime between
now and March 15, 2022, to receive the ex-
emption in 2022 and beyond. Homeowners
who already had the S-4 and/or GH-2 exemp-
tion do not need to reapply for the GH-2.

Next steps. No action is needed during
November through December of 2021 from
homeowners who are 65-69. If the newly pro-
posed exemptions are approved, they would
become effective as of January 2022. The ap-
plication period for 2022 would be January
through March 15, 2022. The city would not
be able to accept S-5 or S-6 applications prior
to January 2022.

In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
city is exploring options for possible electron-
ic filing of new school homestead exemption
application(s). After the referendum, updates
about the S-5 and S-6 application process will
be posted at decaturga.com/homestead.

DEKALB COUNTY PANDEMIC RENTAL ASSISTANGE PROGRAM

Qualified renters and landlords can apply for
rental assistance through the Tenant-Landlord
Assistance Coalition (TLAC). The coalition
will provide financial relief to DeKalb renters
threatened by eviction and landlords facing
revenue losses — both due to the COVID-19
pandemic.

Adult tenants in eligible households as well
as landlords on behalf of tenants should ap-
ply. Eligible households include one or more
individuals who are obligated to pay rent on a
residential dwelling and as a direct or indirect
effect of the COVID-19 pandemic: qualified
for unemployment benefits, experienced a re-
duction in household income, incurred signif-
icant costs or experienced financial hardship.

The program is designed to assist eligible

families that have an annual family income of
80 percent of the medium income for DeKalb
County. Annual family income limits are:
o Family of one: $46,350
o Family of two: $52,950
o Family of three: $59,550
o Family of four: $66,150

For information and to apply, see dekalb-
countyga.gov/renthelp, email renthelp@dekal-
bcountyga.gov, or call 404-371-3201.

How to apply

o Visit dekalbcountyga.gov/renthelp

o Complete Tenant or Landlord Application

 Submit application and supporting docu-
ments to eFileGA

Parker’s on Ponce
Celebrates 13th
Anniversary

116 E Ponce de Leon Ave.

Parker’s on Ponce is celebrating its
13th anniversary Nov. 18-24 with
a number of specials, including a
Weller's bourbon dinner Novem-
ber 17 at 7 p.m. that will include a
chef-curated, five-course dinner
featuring craft cocktails and neat
pours from the Weller Bourbon
portfolio. The cost is $100 per
guest. Visit parkersonponce.com
for more information.
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cerrific

-WOLIDAY FUN IN pecatur, GA°

Deals + Discounts + Holiday Events!
Enjoy holiday shopping, algorithm-free at Terrific Thursdays, extra
special shopping days in November and December when our local
shops stay open late with special sales, treats, and pop-ups.
December Thursdays are even sweeter with free warm cookies,
cocoa, and gift wrapping on the square, and a DJ, too!

Ornament Unveiling

The 2021 Decatur Ornament design will be revealed
in a storefront unveling at Wild Oats and Billy Goats,
112 E. Ponce de Leon Ave,, at 6 p.m. Ornaments will
be available for sale, so you can add to your
Decatur ornament collection or give them as gifts.

Wine and
Chocolate Walk

Enjoy an evening of decadent chocolate
treats and wine tastings at participating
retail shops while you get a head start on
your holiday gifting. (Or create your own
wish lists at your favorite shops!)



SHOP EARLY

Spend $200 at City of Decatur retail shops in November,
and get a $20 gift card to a local restaurant. Bring
your receipts to the tent on the square on Small

Business Saturday, Nov. 27.

EVERYDAY HOLIDAY MAGIC

Twinkling lights, holiday music, festive window displays
— Decatur is filled with surprise and delight throughout
the season! Look out for our new walk-through light
displays on the square and in Oakhurst —

selfies! Share with #holidaysindecaturga.

. CHECK OUT THE D.R.I.P.
;e'-‘{% The Decatur Retail Incubator
%, Program (aka the D.R..P) is

businesses to West Ponce.

pop-ups includes Dope Coffee
Company, ABETTERBUZZ Brand
Goods, and Royal Thanaka Natural
Skincare. Read more on page 2.

DEC. 2 Tree Lighting

Enjoy holiday carols, warm cookies, hot
cocoa and “snow” on the square. At 7 p.m.
sharp, Santa himself flips the switch to
light the tree above the east entrance of
the Decatur MARTA station. And this year
Santa’s elf will light a second tree at the
same time on West Ponce on the lawn of
the First Christian Church of Decatur, 601
W. Ponce de Leon Ave. FREE!

U W A 7 W
No Bonfire this year. We'll try again in 2022.

A\ 0\ \

bringing homegrown, small D
THI
(]

DRIP
: [
The inaugural group of BecATug R .

perfect for

ol
=

“Shop small” and spot Santa! Watch for Ol' St. Nick
as he rides around town in a City of Decatur fire

Small Busin ess truck, 11a.m.-1:30 p.m., and then enjoy free warm
cookies, cocoa, and free wrapping for your

Saturday + Santa Dpecatur-bought gifts on the square.

U MU T T Y.
Menorah Lighting

Join in the Chanukah celebration on the
square 4:30-6:30 p.m. Enjoy hot drinks, latkes,
music, and photos with Mr. Dreidel!
Chabadintown.org.

STAY TUNED FOR UPDATES
o visitdecaturga O decaturtourism

#holidaysindecaturga #decaturga
DECATURGA.COM/TERRIFICTHURSDAYS
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CITY NEWS

Neighborhood Cleanup Days Coming to You

Saturdays through December, beginning at 7:30 a.m.

he City of Decatur is hosting Neighborhood Cleanup Days
on Saturdays, through December, to allow residents to dis-
pose of bulky materials that would not normally be placed
in Pay-As-You-Throw bags. Every street in the city has been
assigned a Saturday. See the instructions noted here, and find the date
specified for your street. Please read carefully to note changes.

All items to be collected should be placed at the curb no later than
7:30 a.m. This ensures that we do not have to rerun routes for late set-
outs. Collections run until 3:30 p.m. or until finished — whichever is
sooner.

If you have questions, contact Sean Woodson, sean.woodson@
decaturga.com, or 404-377-5571.

November 6 | November 13

Decatur Heights Great Lakes
Neighborhood Clarion
Grove Street Nelson Ferry
Hickory Street Woodlawn

Plainview Street
Coventry (Nelson Ferry to Scott

Lockwood Terrace
Sycamore Ridge Drive

Renfroe Court Boulevard)
Fitzgerald Court Fairfield (Coventry to
Wilburn Court Woodlawn)
Grovemont Court Vidal Boulevard
Woodland Court Lamont Drive
Pinehurst Street Garden Lane

Poplar Street Beaumont Avenue
Ridgeland Avenue Oakland Street
Sycamore Drive Montgomery Street
Springdale Street Fairview Avenue

Ponce de Leon Place
Northern Avenue
Wilton Drive

November 20

Great Lakes

Clairemont Avenue (100 to 800
block)

Champlain Street

Sycamore Station
Fairview Street
Glendale Avenue
Glenn Circle
Pinecrest Avenue

Mt. Vernon Drive
Forkner Drive

Old Decatur Circle
Glenn Court
Townsend at Decatur

Townhomes Seneca Street
Moda Townhomes Erie Avenue
Regency Townhomes Huron Street

Michigan Avenue
Superior Avenue
Lucerne

Geneva Street
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Acceptable Items

o Yard trimmings

o Building materials (that are
not from the work of private
contractors)

o Tires

o Furniture

« Appliances (not containing
Freon)

o Trash that would not normally
be placed in Pay-As-You-
Throw bags

Superior Avenue (400 to 600
block)

Church Street (600 block to
1335)

Knob Hill

Glen Lake Commons

Willow Lane

Pensdale Road

Eastland Drive

Parkside Circle

BrownStones

Landover Drive

Ferndale Drive

N. Decatur Road

Scott Boulevard (800 to 1300
block)

December 4

Westchester Neighborhood

Westchester Drive

Dogwood Way

Maediris Drive

Harold Byrd Drive

Clairemont Avenue (900 to 1100
block)

Ridley Circle

Mockingbird Lane

Chelsea Drive

Kathryn Avenue

North Parkwood Drive

Coventry Drive (North
Parkwood Drive to Scott)

Merrill Avenue

Pope Circle

Unacceptable Items

o Liquids

o Dirt

o Bricks

o Blocks

« Stone, rocks, or concrete

« Motor vehicle batteries or
parts

Harold Byrd Lane S
Walden Square Way

December 11

Lenox Place

Greenwood Circle

W. Howard (300 to 900 block)

Patillo Way

Eastlake Drive (2300 block)

Atlanta Avenue

Hibernia Avenue

Braeburn Lane

Ridley Lane

Adair Street

Cottonwood Place

Emerson Avenue

W. Ponce de Leon Avenue (600
to 900 block)

Drexel Avenue

Devonshire Avenue

Hampshire Avenue

Lansdowne Avenue

Melrose Avenue

Chief Matthews Drive

E. Parkwood Road

W. Parkwood Road

Upland Road

Wimberly Court

Parkwood Lane

Pinetree Drive

Scott Boulevard (100 to 700
block)

Swanton Hill subdivision

Charter Square



DBA News

DBA Seeks Thomas O.
Davis Public Servant
Award Nominations

The Decatur Business Association is calling for Decatur Business

Ugly Sweater Find, Shop
and Stroll

Downtown Decatur « Nov. 30-Dec. 10
Local restaurants and retail shops along with the Decatur

o . . Association DBA will host a stroll through Decatur event for families
nominations for the annual Th(?mas O. Davis Public during the holidays. Kids are encouraged to find all the
Servant Award to honor a p ubl.lc se.rvant - some- M EETI N G Ugly Sweater window clings placed around the city, and
one who often gs)es L.mn.otlced in his/her wor.k the top three families with the most sweaters found will
but serves as an inspiration and who exemplifies P R EVI EW win a prize.

honesty, integrity and professionalism in the perfor- Not a kid? Get your ugly on, too. Wear an ugly sweater
mance of duties. The Iiubhc sellrlvant can Work tnany d and then stroll, dine, and shop in Decatur. Post photos to
glo virzment S.iCt%las ongda.s ‘ ezr;er.\;eér}[ N gf)tn_ ¢ Tu es ay; the DBA Facebook page or tag DBA on your Instagram
eected capacily. The award 1s not mited to LAty 0 De c 7 posts and be sure to use #UglySweaterDecatur. The top

Decatur employees. . . . .
fi h th ts will ft card.
The DBA established the award in memory of ve ith the most posts will receive a gift car

Thomas O. Davis, Decatur’s city attorney from 1968 Virtual Holiday

until his death in 2000. Please submit your nomina- Meeting Letters to S anta
tion by erltlng a letter/st.a tement explaining Why. Visit decaturdba.com Kelly's Market/Oakhurst Market, Nov. 26-Dec. 10
the nominee should receive the award. The deadline X . . .

for details Starting the day after Thanksgiving. Bring your letters for

for nominations is Nov. 19. Submit your nomina-
tion to leeann.harvey@decaturga.com or mail it No meeting in
to: City of Decatur, Davis Award, P.O. Box 220, November.
Decatur, GA 30031.

Santa to the special mailboxes in front of Kelly’s Market
or Oakhurst Market. Follow Decatur Business Associa-
tion on Facebook/Instagram to catch a glimpse of the
jolly old elf.

DECATUR’'S INDOOR PLANT SHOP

Estate Planning
Wills & Trusts Probate

As your family
grows, or you
prepare for

retirement,

it’s important
to have
a plan.

% Mackintosh

LAW, LLC

Stop By & See Us: (917) 451-0737

317 W. Hill Street LUSHPLANTCO.COM _
(Rear of Building) @LUSH_PLANTCO

246 Sycamore Street, Suite 150, Decatur, GA 30030

(404) 793-2510 * Brooks@Mackintosh.law
www.mackintosh.law

LOCALLY-OWNED BY WOMEN
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DECATUR EVENTS

Decatur Wine Festival Returns |

The Decatur Arts Alliance’s largest ’

fund-raising event returns to the ,
square in Decatur on Saturday,
Nov. 6, 12:30-4:30 p.m. More than |
500 wines from around the world |
will be available for tasting. A
D] will keep the tunes spinning
and your toes tapping. Local res-
taurants will sell foodie-worthy
dishes inside the festival to help
you keep the good times rolling. WIRE iy TERNOON TASTING
And chalk artist Jessi Queen will —
create selfie-worthy photo spots.
Proceeds will benefit the Decatur
Arts Alliance, which brings
public art to the community
throughout the year by sponsor-
ing free annual festivals and events, exhibitions, and out-
door art installations.

COVID-19 safety precautions will be in effect at the festival. Proof
of vaccination or a negative COVID-19 PCR or antigen test admin-

DECATUR

. OSWATURDAY, NOvV. ¢
NTOWN DECATUR - 12:30-4:30 p
OUTDOORS ON THE SQUARS

RED, WHITE, PINK, O BUBBLY>

SIPTO SUPPORT THE ARTS)

istered by a healthcare provider and dated no earlier than Nov. 4 is
required for admission. Tickets are available for $50 at freshtix.com.

Chamberlain §

 FINANCIAL ADVISORS

Helping Decatur families
reach their goals

GET STARTED TODAY
ChamberlainFA.com | 678-938-0372

12 | Decatur Focus « NOVEMBER 2021

Salute to Veterans

After a pause last year due to
the COVID pandemic, Friends
of Decatur Cemetery, American
Legion Harold Byrd Post 66

and Auxiliary Unit 66 will again
sponsor the annual veterans flag
placement and patriotic ceremo-
ny at the cemetery. Volunteers
are needed for flag placement
on Saturday, Nov. 6, beginning
at 9 a.m. Volunteers will also

be needed on Saturday, Nov.

13, to remove flags and prepare
them for storage. Contact Sarah
Zingarelli at sarahzunit66@
gmail.com to register to volun-
teer. Masks will be required per the City of Decatur directive.

On Thursday, Nov. 11, at 11 a.m., a short Veterans Day Ceremony
to remember the brave men and women who fought in all our coun-
try’s wars will be held at the Memorial Rock at the cemetery just in-
side the Bell Street gate. Again, masks will be required. In case of rain,
there will be directions to an alternate site.

404.377.3095

627 East College Ave.Decatur. GA



DECATUR EVENTS

Hops at the History Center:
Georgia Tech
Campus

Architecture

Tuesday, Nov. 16 ¢ 6-7 p.m.
Historic DeKalb Courthouse
101 E. Court Square
The Georgia Institute of Technology,
founded in 1885 and opened officially
in 1888, has had a very long history
of educating, and with it, a diversity
of campus architecture. Robert M.
Craig, author of Georgia Tech, Campus
Architecture, is a professor emeritus of
Georgia Tech’s architecture school. He
taught the history of architecture there
from 1973 to 2011.

Visit dekalb-history-center.square.
site to purchase tickets, $5 for mem-
bers and $10 for non-members.

FLOAT THERAPY / MASSAGE

¥ -
Changing The Way

You Heal Your
Body And Mind

=

Saint Thomas More
Virtual Open Houses

Nov. 16 ¢ 6:30 p.m. and
Jan. 10 « 9:30 a.m.

Virtual Kindergarten Q&A
Dec. 15 ¢ 9:30 a.m.
Saint Thomas More
Catholic School, at the
intersection of W. Ponce
de Leon Avenue and

W. Trinity Place, invites
parents of prospective
students to attend Vir-
tual Open House and
Kindergarten Q&A op-
portunities. Participants will virtually meet fac-
ulty, hear from students and parents, and learn
how academic excellence, service, and faith are
the heart of the school. To register or for more
information, visit stmga.org.

Qrine

fp Avail

Floaf Aﬂarita

Clairemant Ave

Decatur

'Iam a practicing Chiropractic
Physician. For the past 20 yearsI've
been passionate about healthy

1.. The prevention of pain and chronic
diseases are the focuses of my

Imanage these conditions through

WELLSPRING
CHIROPRACTIC

s DEREK
WOOD

DEREK'WOODREALTY.COM

living.

practice.

NDPC Virtual
Alternative Gift Market

The Alternative Gift Market at North Decatur
Presbyterian Church is back, live and in-person
on Saturday, Dec. 4, 10 a.m.-3 p.m. Decatur
residents and co-pastors David Lewicki and
Beth Waltemath invite you to explore and pur-
chase items from around the world, as well as
local products from emerging entrepreneurs.
Vendors sell fair trade, environmentally sustain-
able, and reasonably priced holiday gifts that
create positive change for refugees and disen-
franchised populations. For holiday gift-giving
that makes a difference, stop by 611 Medlock
Rd. Learn more at ndpc.org/agm.

COVID-19 protocols are in place, and ven-
dors and customers are required to remain
masked inside and outside. It is strongly rec-
ommended that participants be vaccinated if
possible. The number of people indoors will be
limited, to allow social distancing.

Buying or selling,
’m here to help

678-595-5427

Chiropractic Care, Functional
| Medicine and Nutrition."

235 E. Ponce De Leon Ave.
Suite 109
Decatur, GA 30030
OFFICE - 404.377.7263

WELLSPRINGDECATUR@GMAIL.COM
WELLSPRINGINDECATUR.COM

KELLER KNPP

2019, 2020 Top 25 Realtor -
DeKalb Association of Realtors
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Decatur Education Foundation Salutes Distinguished Alumni

Decatur Education Foundation presented its inaugural Distinguished Alumni
Awards at Decatur High School’s homecoming game in September.

Freddy Bailey, DHS class of 1969, and Eddie Fowlkes, Class of 1971, were
recognized for their work collecting and preserving artifacts, photographs, tro-
phies and memorabilia of the school and its students. There are display cases all
over the school that Freddy and Eddie have procured and lovingly maintained
throughout the years.

Eddie passed away in 2016, and was honored posthumously. His wife and
former DHS art teacher Anne Fowlkes accepted the award on his behalf. That
same weekend, the classes of 1970 and 1971 celebrated their 50th high school
reunions together. More than 100 people attended.

DEF is already on the lookout for next year’s Distinguished Alumni. You can
nominate each other by filling out a short form available at decatureducation-
foundation.org/alumni. The chosen alumna/alumnus will be honored at next
year’s Homecoming game.

DEF began its alumni outreach in 2019 to foster communication and connec-
tions between the school and its former students. If you attended Decatur High
School or Trinity High School and would like to stay connected with classmates
and reunion events, visit decatureducationfoundation.org/alumni and sign up
for the bi-annual newsletter, learn about alumni in the news, and provide a per-
sonal update to be published in future newsletters. Go Bulldogs!

W T WILLIAMS

TEUSINK
REAL ESTATE AND BUSINESS ATTORNEYS
T, SR B .

NOW OPEN In Decatur - 335 W. Ponce De Leon Ave.

DECATUR'S HOMETOWN LAwW FIRM

WILLIAMS TEUSINK, LLC
THE HIGH HOUSE
309 SYCAMORE STREET
DECATUR, GEORGIA 30030

WILLIAMSTEUSINK.COM 404-373-9590
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DHS Athletic Director Rodney Thomas presents inaugural
Distinguished Alumni Awards to Anne Fowlkes (for her
husband, the late Eddie Fowlkes), Class of 1971, and Freddy
Bailey, Class of 1969, at the DHS Homecoming Game

ilovethegift.com

Follow us @ilovethegift

EcoDenizen.



A HOPEFUL MESSAGE FROM THE DECATUR PARENTS NETWORK

The Decatur Parents Network takes inspira-
tion from the Search Institutes’ 40 Develop-
mental Assets, and from this research, they
want to share a hopeful message for parents
and youth. The secret to helping children
and youth grow into happy, healthy, and
responsible adults isn’t a secret at all. Make
a point to connect with young people. Get
to know them, talk to them, listen and un-
derstand them, and build relationships with
them. As a caring, trusted adult, you'll be
better able to provide the building blocks
young people need to succeed and reach
their goals.

Did you know?
The 40 Developmental Assets have a proven
positive impact on young people. Children
and teens with high levels of these assets get
involved in fewer risky behaviors. They are
much more likely to exhibit positive values,
such as leadership, good health, diversity,
and success in school. The bad news is that
most young people don’t have enough assets.
According to surveys from the Search Insti-
tute, about 59 percent of young people ages
11-18 have 20 or fewer developmental assets.
The good news is we can change this because
every one of us has the power to build assets
in young people’s lives.

The following eight categories of assets
are crucial in helping young people grow up
healthy
« Support: Young people need to be sur-

NORMAN

——REALTORS" ——

Personalized Service and an Exceptional Experience 6]

Experience is not Expensivesilt’s Price‘ess.’

41 years of being your neighbor
and REALTORE® of choice!

PAM HUGHES

REALTOR®

Cell: 404-626-3604
Office: 404-897-5558
Pam.Hughes@HarryNorman.com

rounded by people who love, care for, ap-
preciate, and accept them.

« Empowerment: Young people need to
feel valued and valuable, and this happens
when youth feel safe and respected.

« Boundaries and Expectations: Young
people need clear rules, consistent con-
sequences for breaking the rules, and en-
couragement to do their best.

 Constructive Use of Time: Young people
need opportunities outside of school to
learn and develop new skills and interests
with other youth and adults.

o Commitment to Learning: Young people
need a sense of the lasting importance of
learning and a belief in their abilities.

« Positive Values: Young people need to de-
velop strong guiding values to help them
make healthy life choices.

« Social Competencies: Young people need
the skills to interact effectively with oth-
ers, make difficult decisions, and cope
with new situations.

« Positive Identity: Young people need to
believe in their self-worth and feel they
control what happens to them.

For a list of the 40 Developmental Assets
from the Search Institute, visit decaturpar-
ents.net/resources/40-developmental-assets.
Follow and subscribe to the Decatur Parents
Network at decaturparents.net/subscribe to
find the latest updates, events, and opportu-
nities to volunteer.

Veterans Day at
Saint Thomas More
Catholic School

Saint Thomas More Catholic School will
honor our nation’s veterans beginning Nov.

5 and concluding with a Veterans Day cel-
ebration on Nov. 11. Students collect veteran
photos to display on the school bulletin board
and sell flags to be displayed on the front lawn
of our parish. The proceeds from this flag sale
raise money for Purple Heart Homes (purple-
hearthomesusa.org) which provides housing
solutions for disabled and aging veterans.

On Now. 11, the entire school will par-
ticipate in an online program in which all
servicemen and women will be honored.
Veterans affiliated with the school or church
will be invited to join the students online.
The students will present a check to Purple
Heart Homes, based on the money raised
through the flag sales.

If youd like to support this fundraising ef-
fort, you may send a donation to the school
at: Veterans Day Fundraiser, Saint Thomas
More Catholic School, 630 W. Ponce de Leon
Ave., Decatur, Georgia 30030. Please make
checks payable to St. Thomas More School.
If you have questions, email Emily Carley at
emscarley@gmail.com. Saint Thomas More
is honored to have the opportunity to thank
veterans and active-duty military and salute
their service.

DEDICATED.
EXPERIENCED.
RESPECTED.

Expert, uncompromising
legal representation
when you need it most.

CHAMBERS & AHOLT

—  TRIAL ATTORNEYS

* Personal Injury and Wrongful Death -

150 E. Ponce de Leon Ave., Suite 260 * Downtown Decatur
404-253-7860 -

doug@carllp.com + www.carllp.com
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"Jewelry shortage
prerzlicted -
~ this

Holiday season.’

Goad thing
Worthmore Jewelers is
stocked up and ready

for you to shop early!
Thanks for keeping it local.

WORTHMORE

jewelers

117 East Court Square . Decatur . 404/370-3979
EiiE 500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave . Atlanta . 404/892-8294 i

% www.worthmorejewelers.com piy
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Atlanta Fine Sotheby’s
Homes INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Giving You the Time and
Attention You Deserve

LISA CRONIC, REALTOR®
Decatur resident since 1989

[.isa Cronic

€. 678.641.4325 0.404.874.0300
lisacronic@atlantafinehomes.com
atlantafinehomes.com | sir.com

Atlanta Fine Homes, LLC fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal
Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Intown office: 1555
Peachtree Street NE, Suite 100, Atlanta, Georgia 30309.

JOIN US!

Decatur

Parents Network

WWW.DECATURPARENTS.NET




