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B Postal
B Carrier
. Honored by
= Decatur Fire

Decatur Postal Carrier Robert
Clark was honored by Fire
Chief Toni Washington and Fire
Marshal Ninetta Violante for
his quick thinking and heroic
actions. Robert was delivering
mail along his route when

he noticed a porch was on

fire — the sun shining through
a glass filled with water had
sparked the flames. Robert
immediately grabbed a garden
hose and extinguished the fire,
preventing much more damage
to the property. Clark, who has
long aspired to be a firefighter,
embraced the opportunity to
put his passion into action.

He represents a true public
service hero.




CITY NEWS

2022 Welcoming Business Award
Nominations Are Now Open

he Better Together Advisory Board is accepting nominations through October 14
for its annual Welcoming Business Award. Recipients will be announced by the City
Commission in conjunction with the City of Decatur’s Hometown Hero Awards in
December. The purpose of the Welcoming Business Award is to:

o Reward and publicly recognize leadership actions that create a welcoming and inclusive

business environment in the City of Decatur;
» Encourage businesses to prioritize inclusivity as a “best practice;” and
o Publicize and share “best practices” among local businesses.

Award criteria include:

o Increasing accessibility for people with disabilities;

« Creating a welcoming environment for people who are historically marginalized based on
race, gender, class, ethnicity, sexual orientation, age;

o Recruiting and hiring practices aimed at creating a diverse staff;

o Training of staff to be aware of diversity and offer welcome to all patrons;

« Creating an overall welcoming and inclusive environment while supporting public health in
the City of Decatur by implementing necessary protocols during the COVID-19 pandemic;

o Anything else that creates a welcoming and inclusive environment.

The Better Together Advisory Board was initiated from the Better Together Community
Action Plan for Equity, Inclusion and Engagement. The advisory board created The Welcom-
ing Business Award to highlight those businesses who make equity and inclusion a priority.

Nomination forms may be submitted online at decaturga.com/welcomingbusiness. Print-
able forms are available for submission via email to Linda Harris, linda.harris@decaturga.com,
or mail to her attention at City of Decatur, PO Box 220, Decatur GA 30031. For more infor-
mation contact Linda Harris or Renae Madison, renae.madison@decaturga.com.

FOCUS COMBINES JULY/AUGUST ISSUES

The July and August issues of the Decatur Focus are combined and will be
available mid-July. The combined issue also features the city’s annual report.
Submit information by June 10 through the Decatur Focus submission form
located at decaturga.com/focus.

SOLID WASTE AND HOLIDAY RECYCLING SCHEDULE

Juneteenth ¢ Sunday, June 19 (observed Monday, June 20)
Regular service for Monday will be on Tuesday, June 21.
Regular service for Tuesday will be on Wednesday, June 22.

Fourth of July « Monday, July 4
Regular service for Monday will be on Tuesday, July 5.
Regular service for Tuesday will be on Wednesday, July 6.

Information for the FOCUS should be submitted by mail to Editor, Decatur Focus,
P.O. Box 220, Decatur, GA 30031, or by email to decaturfocus@decaturga.com, or by using the
submission form found at decaturga.com/focus.
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The Decatur Focus is a joint publication of the City of
Decatur, the Decatur Downtown Development Author-
ity and the Decatur Business Association. It is a newslet-
ter intended to provide announcements and information
related to events, activities, and businesses in the city of
Decatur. The purpose of the newsletter is to promote the
city and encourage the exchange of information among
residents, business owners and the school system. Letters
to the editor, editorials or other opinion pieces are not
published. All press releases, announcements and other
information received for publication are subject to edit-
ing. Information found in the Focus is also posted on
Decaturs official website at decaturga.com. The deadline
for submitting articles, announcements or advertising is
the first day of the month preceding publication. Con-
tact: Editor, Decatur Focus, P.O. Box 220, Decatur, GA
30031, 404-371-8386; fax 404-371-1593; email:
decaturfocus@decaturga.com.
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A house is a house (but what happens on the inside makes all the difference).

Community Input Continues on Decatur’s
Housing Diversity Efforts

This month offers more opportunities for the community to share thoughts on Decatur’s efforts
to re-allow duplexes, triplexes, and quads in city neighborhoods. Such diversification of housing
types can go a long way towards broadening the income diversity of residents — a key goal in
the 2020 Strategic Plan. And because these structures must conform to the size limitations of
single-family homes, they can be integrated into the existing architectural fabric.

There are various ways to plug in, learn more, and share your feedback/input:

o Participate online or by phone - submit comments or questions thru July 31.

« Host a Small group discussion - contact Decatur’s Affordable Housing Fellow Kristin Allin
(kristin.allin@decaturga.com) to arrange a session, learn about the zoning proposals, and
ask questions.

o Attend the forum - issues and questions will be addressed August 17 in an online forum.

« Call the Missing Middle Housing Hotline - provide comments by calling 470-868-5114.
Further details and specifics can be found at decaturga.com/affordablehousing.

Noise Ordinance Update — Public Input Session

Thursday, June 23, 4-8 p.m., Decatur Recreation Center, 231 Sycamore St.,
Community members are invited to a public input session to share thoughts and feedback on
the City’s noise ordinance. In January, a steering committee comprised of city staff and resi-
dents was established to review and provide recommendations to update the City’s noise ordi-
nance (library.municode.com/ga/decatur, and then search for “noise” and select “Article III” in
the results). Through best practices research, stakeholder surveys, and community outreach,
the committee is working to address noise sources such as lawn equipment, generators, con-
struction activities, and music and events. Following community engagement, the city staff and
steering committee will make recommendations to the city commission. For more information,
contact Ash Kumar ash.kumar@decaturga.com.

City Budget Process
Reminder

There are several opportunities this month to
get involved in the City’s budget process:

« June 6: extended work session and pub-
lic hearing on proposed FY 2022-2023
budget and revised 2021-2022 budget and
2022 millage rates.

o June 8: extended work session on pro-
posed FY 2022-2023 budget and revised
2021-2022 budget (alternate date).

o June 13: public hearing on proposed FY
2022-2023 budget and revised 2021-2022
budget (if needed).

o June 21: public hearing and scheduled
adoption of proposed FY 2022-2023 bud-
get and revised 2021-2022 budget and
2022 millage rates.

All public hearings are held in-person as
well as via Zoom. Access information, meet-
ing times, and copies of the FY 2022-2023
budget and revised 2021-2022 budget are
published on the city’s website at decaturga.
com/budget. Hard copies are available at
Decatur City Hall (509 N. McDonough St.)
and at the Decatur Library (215 Sycamore
St.). Contact City Clerk and Budget Director
Meredith Roark, 404-370-4102, or meredith.
roark@decaturga.com, if you have questions
or need more information.

City of Decatur, Georgia

Fiscal Year July 1, 2022 to June 30, 2023

Patti Garrett, Mayor

Tony Powers, Mayor Pro Tem
George Dusenbury, Commissioner
Lesa Mayer, Commissioner

Kelly Walsh, Commissioner

City of Decatur-
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HIDDEN
TREASURES

For some residents, the
Decatur Cemetery is a
collection of gravestones that
help mark the timeline of life
in Decatur. But for many who
stroll or walk or jog through
the 58 acres, there are other
dimensions to enjoy. Did

you know that the Decatur
Cemetery has a hidden
waterfall? Come and explore
Decatur's largest downtown
greenspace and see what
hidden treasures you can
find. If you want some tips
on places to discover, contact
friendsofdecaturcemetery@
gmail.com.

WALK & ROLL
SUPERSTARS

When Tammy and Steve McDaniel
retired a few years ago, walkability was a
top priority for finding the best place for
their next adventure. As they researched
locations, they noted that Decatur is a
nationally-recognized Walk Friendly Community.
This designation made their search and their
decision much easier. As the couple reflects on
their first year in Decatur, walking remains a key
part of their lives, often using the time to ponder
or resolve important matters. When planning
vacations, the couple selects destinations that are
walkable so they can exercise while exploring the
local area. Another benefit of living in Decatur is
that Steve and Tammy rarely rely on their
car for transportation. Good for them and
great for the environment.
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CITY NEWS

S ALUTE | DPI Youth Action Team

- Recognized by City
Decatur’s Top Small Businesses Commissioners
from ShOp Sma“. BUSlneSS Week Members of the Decatur Prevention Initiative (DPI) Youth Ac-

tion Team (YAT) accepted a proclamation from Mayor Patti

The Vote:'s have 1F)een counted and the. top three City of Decatur businesses Garrett on April 18, making April “Alcohol Awareness Month.”
celebrating National Shop Small Business Week are Lush Plant Co., Fleet Feet . .
) . ; YAT members presented the commissioners with samples of
Decatur, and Jenette Bras. Congratulations to the winners and their staff! . . . . .
. O their public service announcements and information bags. The
Brought to you by the Decatur Downtown Development Authority, Visit . . .
) o group works tirelessly to offer prevention programming that
Decatur, and the Decatur Business Association. .
addresses underage substance misuse and promotes mental

wellness. The YAT believes that youth who engage in conversa-
tions with their parents and learn about the dangers of alcohol
and drug misuse are less likely to use and abuse substances. To
learn more about this group and how to join them, reach out to
decaturprevention@gmail.com.
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MEETING
DBA REMINDER

Decatur Business TUESdaY, June 28
Association 5 pm

The Historic Chapel, 318 Sycamore St.
Williams Teusink and The Chapel on
Sycamore are pleased to host the DBA's June
meeting, which will include a tour of the
recent renovation and repurposing of the
former Decatur First United Methodist historic
chapel into professional offices and the Sycamore building classrooms into
an event and community space. To RSVP, email info@decaturdba.com. For
more information, or to become a member, visit decaturdba.com.

Getting there: The chapel is near the downtown square with easy access
from the Decatur MARTA Station. Limited parking is available at The High
House (309 Sycamore) or use Decatur on-street metered parking, parking
decks, and lots.

LA

WEST PONCE

e -
DJIMETTA DJ/CROWNS
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Celebrate the
Fourth of July
in Decatur

Monday,duly 4, 6-10 p.m\.,
Downtown Decatur — FREE

Gather your friends, family, and neigh-
bors to celebrate with a parade, music,
and fireworks. Neighborhoods and
organizations are encouraged to par-
ticipate in the community’s Pied Piper
Parade as it winds through the streets of
downtown Decatur. Show off your red,
white and blue by building floats, deco-
rating vehicles, bicycles, skateboards or
wagons then walk, ride, or skate to the
parade line-up at 5:30 p.m. at the First
Baptist Church of Decatur (308 Claire-
mont Ave). Pedestrians will line up on
the front lawn, and motorized vehicles
will be lined up by volunteers in the
parking lot. Participation is free but
motorized vehicles must register using
the form at decaturga.com/july4. Email
Jacqueline Moore, jacqueline.moore@
decaturga.com with questions or for
more information.

Beginning at 7 p.m., the Callanwolde
Concert Band will perform in the Com-
munity Bandstand. Fireworks will
begin at dark (approx 9 p.m.). This event
is sponsored by the Decatur Business
Association. Rain date is October 22.



BUSINESS & NONPROFIT NEWS

Lenz Marketing Celebrates 30
Years in Decatur

ounded in 1992, Lenz is a leading marketing and advertis-

ing firm that helps companies, communities, and causes

reach for higher goals. Started in the basement office of

CEO and President Richard J. Lenz, the company has
grown into a vibrant business, integrating brand strategy, public
relations, digital and traditional advertising, web-based commu-
nication solutions, and strategic analysis for healthcare and other
service-related businesses.

While Lenz is well known for its expertise assisting physician
practices and hospitals in the Southeast and nationally, the compa-
ny is recognized locally for its work on Amplify Decatur, an out-
door concert series that raises funds to aid Decatur Cooperative
Ministry (DCM) and their efforts to prevent and alleviate homelessness in Decatur and DeKalb
County. The series features world-renowned music artists, brings together local communities,
and has raised more than $315,000 to support anti-homelessness efforts in Decatur.

From the start, Lenz has focused on providing marketing communications to help people,
companies, and causes make a positive difference in the world. For the past 30 years, they have
partnered with clients in healthcare, science, conservation, the arts and education, supporting
a broad array of communications projects and campaigns, designing and developing brand-el-
evating digital and advertising media campaigns, creating and launching hundreds of websites,
raising millions of dollars for causes, building radio and digital media properties, and promot-
ing cause-driven festivals focused on creating healthier and sustainable communities. To learn
more about their projects and services, visit lenzmarketing.com.

Richard Lenz

Decatur Healing Arts Reopens in
East Decatur Station Location

In March, Decatur
Healing Arts opened
in a new location un-
der new ownership.
Mayor Patti Garrett
joined owner Nataly
Biaz and her team
for a ribbon cutting
at their new space at
619-A E. College Ave.
Visit decaturhealin-
garts.com/ for more
information or to
book an appoint-
ment.

Alair Homes
Decatur Wins
National Awards

After winning three regional awards earlier
this year, Alair Decatur has been awarded
two National CotY awards for its work
modernizing a 100+-year-old home in
Midtown Atlanta, near Piedmont Park. The
winning projects were awarded in the cat-
egories for Residential Interior $250,001 to
$500,000 and Residential Exterior $50,000 to
$100,000.

Built in 1910, the historic home lacked
modern amenities such as a primary suite,
modern kitchen, upgraded bathrooms and a
guest room. Alair Decatur preserved many
of the historic architectural features while
creating functional, livable spaces. The proj-
ect team retained the original door hard-
ware, front door, staircase, three fireplaces
and layout (with some modifications), while
using new materials to update the bathrooms
and kitchens seamlessly, and add a new laun-
dry room and guest suite. On the exterior,
the team integrated a historically-appropri-
ate, second-story front porch to enhance
curb appeal and add much-needed space for
the family to enjoy.

The National CotY Awards recognize the
highest level of excellence for the remodeling
industry. An independent panel of experts
selected the projects for their outstanding
design and craftsmanship. For more infor-
mation, visit alairhomes.com/decatur.
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Thinking Man Tavern Has New
Owners and a New Vibe
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Thinking Man Tavern, a fixture in Decatur’s thriving pub scene since
2003, has new owners — Atlanta restaurant veterans Alan Conner
and Davy Minor. Both are local music insiders and will work to infuse
that experience into Thinking Man’s food and cocktail menus.

Conner opened Dakota Blue in Grant Park almost 20 years ago, and
he’s played in several local bands, and served as the music director for
the Grant Park Summer Shade festival for the last 12 years. Minor has
been the longtime manager and bartender at Argosy in East Atlanta
and Ormsbys on the Westside, and has been the music director for the
East Atlanta Strut since 2015.

Thinking Man Tavern is at 537 W. Howard Ave. and is open for
food service every day 11:30 a.m.-10 p.m. with late-night hours until
3 a.m. Friday-Sunday. Stop by or call 404-370-1717 for detailed hours
and menu information.

Join Decatur Cares About
Climate and Take Action

Decatur Cares About Cli-
mate (DCAC) is a group ‘
of concerned citizens who

Decatur

Cares
About Climate

are taking action to raise
awareness and inspire oth-
ers to tackle the climate
crisis. Fighting for climate action may seem overwhelming but by
engaging the entire community, making small changes, and putting
pressure on political and industrial leaders to make better decisions
DCAC believes it can affect change.

Join the Decatur Cares About Climate team to receive monthly
emails that offer small ways to make an impact. DCAC works with
local environmental organizations to identify hot button issues and to
streamline actions that can make a difference in as little as 20 minutes
a month. To learn more and sign up visit decaturclimate.com.
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Woodlands Garden Volunteers
Install Native Fern Garden

e

3 - 7 =
Executive'Director Kate McAlpin (left) and Gardem'Manager Julia™
Bryant (right) thank Andy Plankenhorn (middle) for his support to

make the Native Fern Garden possible.

When Decatur resident and devoted Woodlands Garden volunteer
Andy Plankenhorn noticed a need to freshen up the new ADA-acces-
sible sidewalk from the parking area to the garden, he stepped up with
an idea. Stemming from his love of cultivating ferns in his home gar-
den and building upon Woodlands’ mission to focus on preservation
and education, Andy offered to help fund a native fern garden along
the shaded network of paths in the garden. With Garden Manager
Julia Bryant’s planting design and engaged volunteers to help execute
the project, Andy collaborated with groups from Bank of America,
Decatur High School, EDENS, Master Gardeners, Tyler Technologies,
Women’s Council of Realtors-DeKalb, and Woodlands volunteers to
remove invasives, prepare the beds, draft a planting palette, and trans-
port more than 600 native ferns to be planted in late April. It takes a
village of volunteers and friends like Andy to help Woodlands Garden
thrive. The garden is free for all, so come and enjoy Woodlands every
day of the year during daylight. Visit woodlandsgarden.org for more
information or to volunteer.

DEDICATED.
EXPERIENCED. ¢
RESPECTED.

Expert, uncompromising
legal representation
when you need it most.

CHAMBERS & AHOLT

TRIAL ATTORNEYS

* Personal Injury and Wrongful Death -

150 E. Ponce de Leon Ave., Suite 260 « Downtown Decatur
404-253-7860 - doug@carllp.com - www.carllp.com



Building A Vibrant Community for the
Betterment of the World

Over the weekend of April 30 and May 1,
nearly 40 individuals of all ages and back-
grounds came together at Legacy Park
for a conference convened by the Baha'is
of Decatur and inspired by Baha'w’llah’s
universal call to “work for the betterment
of the world and live together in concord
and harmony” The conference was part
of a wave of 10,000 conferences sweeping
across the globe with the aim of gather-
ing well-wishers of society to explore the creation of a unified vision, learn from each
other, and reflect on how they can work together for the good of humanity.

The gathering offered a welcoming and spiritual atmosphere, integrating art and
discussion, and enabling participants to form bonds of friendship with the shared
purpose of community service. Many young people attended offering insight and

experience from Baha’i community-building activities aimed at the education of
children and youth.

Conference organizers are grateful to the City of Decatur for its leadership and sup-
port of the event, noting that the welcoming and uplifting atmosphere of Legacy Park
and the warmth of its staff contributed greatly to the success of the conference. If you
would like to learn more or join future discussions, please visit decaturbahais.org.

Buying or selling,

gast

I’m here to help. [decatur
station’

404.377.3095 627 East College Ave.Decatur. GA

678-595-5427

DEREK
WOOD

DERERWOODREALTY.COM

KELLER KNRPP

2019, 2020 Top 25 Realtor -
DekKalb Association of Realtors

Furnish With Love
Opens in Decatur

Mayor Patti Garrett (right) and Commissioner Kelly
Walsh (left) join founder and Board Chair Kathleen
Kelly at the the grand opening and pop-up sale

at Decatur non-profit Furnish With Love, which
transforms empty housing into uplifting homes for
families coming out of homelessness. Visit furnish-
withlove.org for more information.
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DECATUR EVENTS

Delta Moon Members Join
Peter Karp for Special Show

Thursday, June 16, 7 p.m.

Eddie’s Attic, 515 N. McDonough St.

Nashville Americana Blues singer/songwriter Peter Karp re-
turns to Eddie’s Attic with an all-star Atlanta-based band that
performed with local favorite Delta Moon. Slide guitarist Mark
Johnson, drummer Darren Stanley and bassist Robby Hand-
ley will join Karp and his band for this special show. Karp has
worked with top-level musicians, and attracted national atten-
tion when Rolling Stones guitarist Mick Taylor recorded and
toured with him on his third indie release.

Signed to Blind Pig Records, Karp has released several al-
bums, including two with blues icon Sue Foley, that made their
way to the top of the blues and Billboard charts. Karp’s critical-
ly-acclaimed songwriting combined with his slide guitar solo-
ing and soulful voice is key to his ability to blend music styles
into sounds that transcend blues, country, R&B and swamp.
Tickets are available at eventbrite.com/e/peter-karp-band-
tickets-274992769777.

Walking Together: Celebrate the
Joy of Inclusive Communities
with LArche

Saturday, June 25, 10 a.m.,

Legacy Park, 500 S. Columbia Dr.

Join LArche Atlanta, and UArche communities from
across the globe, for Walking Together, an event that
celebrates the gifts of all people with and without in-
tellectual and developmental disabilities, while raising
funds for CArche communities worldwide. Visit larcheatlanta.
org/walkingtogether to register for the Atlanta walk, which includes a T-
shirt, snacks, music, and a solidarity walk around the park.

L'Arche Atlanta is one of more than 150 global CArche communities in
38 countries that supports adults with intellectual and developmental dis-
abilities united by a common mission to create communities where people
with and without disabilities share life together, build relationships, and
cultivate places of belonging. In 2012, CArche opened its first home in
Oakhurst, and this year marks its tenth anniversary and the launch of a
second home near Woodlands Garden this summer. For more informa-
tion, ontact megan@larcheatlanta.org.
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Body And Mind

-

-

<

Floaf Aﬂqnia
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Chamberlain |
FINANCIAL ADVISORS

WELLSPRING
CHIROPRACTIC
&
WELLNESS

"Tam a practicing Chiropractic
Physician. For the past 20 yearsI've
been passionate about healthy
living.

The prevention of pain and chronic
diseases are the focuses of my
practice.

Imanage these conditions through
Chiropractic Care, Functional
Medicine and Nutrition."

235 E. Ponce De Leon Ave.
Suite 109
Decatur, GA 30030
OFFICE - 404.377.7263

WELLSPRINGDECATUR@GMAIL.COM
WELLSPRINGINDECATUR.COM

Helping Decatur families
reach their goals

GET STARTED TODAY
ChamberlainFA.com | 678-938-0372
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DECATUR EVENTS

National Pollinator Week Festival
Returns to Decatur

Saturday, June 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., on the square in downtown Decatur

Decatur, aka “Beecatur;” is
celebrating National Pollinator
Week with a “free-bee” festival
on Decatur’s downtown square
to support pollinator health.

A wide variety of exhibitors
and vendors, including Beech
Hollow Wildflower Farm,
Georgia Native Plant Society,
Monarchs Across Georgia,
Metro Atlanta Beekeepers
Association, Wylde Center,
Decatur Cares About Climate,

DeKalb County Master Gardener Extension volunteers, and Scott Park Community Garden
will be on hand to help raise awareness for pollinators and spread the word about what people
can do to protect them. There will be kids’ activities, free face-painting by Bubble Squad
Entertainment, and King of Pops will have popsicles for sale. For complete event details, dates,
times, and location, visit beecaturga.com/ or facebook.com/events/250200717243163.
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Join Music Together of
Decatur this Summer

Programs are available for you and your
baby, toddler, or preschooler to join Music
Together of Decatur for a summer full of
singing, dancing, and playing - outside in
the shade or inside the air-conditioned space.
Email wendy@musictogetherofdecatur.com,
call/text 678-466-0737, or visit musictogeth-
erofdecatur.com to sign up today.

® MusicTogether
of Decatur

Sotheby’s

INTERNATIONAL REALTY

Atlanta Fine
Homes

Giving You the Time and
Attention You Deserve

LISA CRONIC, REALTOR®
Decatur resident since 1989

Stay close, with
exceptional care close by.

Offering more of what you need, right in your neighborhood.
B In September of 2018, DeKalb Medical became part of Emory Healthcare.
e Since then, we've invested more than $114 million to upgrade equipment

and facilities while expanding services and access to providers. These hospials,

WW"‘ now called Emory Decatur Hospital and Emory Hillandale Hospital, have
served this community for more than 60 years — and as part of Emory Healthcare,
they’re now even better equipped to give you the exceptional care you need,

right here in your neighborhood. And, it’s just beginning.

Lisa Cronic

c.678.641.4325 0.404.874.0300
lisacronic@atlantafinehomes.com

Find out what’s new at atlantafinehomes.com | sir.com

emoryhealthcare.org/healthyyou.

EMORY

HEALTHCARE

Atlanta Fine Homes, LLC fully supports the principl
Opportunity Act. Each franchise is independently owned and operated. Intown office: 1555
Peachtree Street NE, Suite 100, Atlanta, Georgia 30309

es of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal

JUNE 2022 « Decatur Focus | 11



DECATUR EVENTS

Leila Ross Wilburn Architectural Tours in
MAK Historic District

Thursday, June 16, 9-10:30 a.m. and 7-8:30 p.m.
Renfroe Middle School, 130 Adams St.

The one-mile walking tour offers visitors
the opportunity to view several of Wilburn’s
home designs, while discussing the architec-
tural details that make her work unique, in-
cluding her influence and design choices as
a female architect in a male-dominated field.

Born in 1885, Leila Ross Wilburn was the
second woman to become a registered ar-
chitect in Georgia. A life-long resident of the
MAK (McDonough Street, Adams Street, and
Kings Highway) neighborhood of Decatur,
Wilburn attended Agnes Scott Institute and
during her career designed hundreds of house plans, institutional buildings, and residences.
While her designs are featured all over Atlanta and Decatur, the epicenter of her work is the MAK
neighborhood.

Additional tours will be offered on Wednesday, July 13 from 9-10:30 a.m. and 7-8:30 p.m.
Visit dekalbhistory.org/programs/leila-ross-wilburn-and-the-mak-historic-district/ for more
information and to purchase tickets; member tickets are $5, non-member tickets are $12.50.

\2'

WILLIAMS
TEUSINK

T

REAL ESTATE AND BUSINESS ATTORNEYS

T
i 1
3

DECATUR'S HOMETOWN LAW FIRM

WILLIAMS TEUSINK, LLC
THE HIGH HOUSE
309 SYCAMORE STREET
DECATUR, GEORGIA 30030

WILLIAMSTEUSINK.COM | 404-373-9590
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Atlanta Fine Homes, LLC fully supports the principles

of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act.
Each franchise is independently owned and operated.

Decatur Civic Ballet
Commemorates 60

Years

Friday-Saturday, June 3-4, 8 p.m.,

B Complex, 1272 Murphy Ave. S.W.
Atlanta, GA 30310

Beacon Dance Company will host a joint
performance featuring work choreographed
by director Patton White, as well as dances
performed by each of the six companies un-
der the Decatur City Dance umbrella.

Sunday, June 5, 8 p.m.,

Church Street Studio of Decatur
School of Ballet, 102 Church St.
Decatur City Dance will host a 60th anniver-
sary party, featuring archival photographs,
video presentations, a photo booth, and an
anniversary cake. All events are free and
open to the public. For more information,
call 404-378-3388.

cfgz > >

Temperatures are heating up, and
so is the spring market! Intimate
market knowledge and extensive
multiple offer management
experience are crucial in the
current real estate environment.
Terms, counteroffer and contract
strategies and peer relationships
are just some of the critical
components to ensure you are
getting the best buyer at the
highest price. Put our experience

to work for you.
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SCHOOL NEWS

DHS Senior Shines a nght on Gardemng Program

Decatur High School Senior Mara Jones has
a long history with gardening that began as a
toddler working alongside her mom Tamara
Jones, coordinator for the Wylde Center’s
Hawk Hollow Garden. Mara reflects on the
once-thriving DHS garden and the com-
munity of student volunteers who played a
formative role in building the garden as well
as stoking her passion for tending it.

Started in 2008 by a DHS student, the
garden has endured some challenges over
the years. In 2015, it was relocated adjacent
to the Career Academy to accommodate the

expanding school and parking area, however,

during construction debris was scattered on
the new area making the beds unsafe for use.
Another challenge came when the garden
was sprayed with herbicide, rendering it fal-
low once again.

In the spring of 2020, working through
COVID mitigations, Mara restarted the gar-

den with help from friends and family. Over
the past two years, the garden has continued
to flourish, adding a native plants garden in

the fall of 2021 where a variety of asters and

columbine grow. Located on a shaded hill

JOIN US!

Decatur

below the upper parking lot off Howard Ave.,
the native plants thrive in the local climate
and soil conditions, they also help retain wa-
ter and are vital for the survival of insects.

In the Career Academy sun garden, flow-
ers weave around the herb section, which
is filled with lavender, rosemary, and basil.
Food plants, including potatoes, garlic, and
greens, line the other side of the garden
where mammoth sunflowers tower in the
summer.

Mara notes that the garden does more
than connect students across grades, often
Decatur residents pass by and stop to talk
with students about their home gardens.
Others reminisce about the previous garden
and collect produce to cook at home. Cur-
rently, Mara is working with students from
lower grades to pass along gardening advice
that will help the next generation cultivate
gardens that will thrive for years to come.

RETIREMENT PLANNING
FOR YOUR PEACE OF MIND

How much can we spend in retirement?
Have we saved enough?

When should we begin taking Social Security?

Should our investments change once we retire?

Parents Network

WWW.DECATURPARENTS.NET Fee'only ﬁduciary located in Decatur

with extensive experience with CDC,
Emory, and University System of GA

Please contact us for a
complimentary consultation.

SCAN ME

L THIS AD WAS GENEROUSLY FUNDED Y DECATUR PREVENTION INITIATIVE,

Decatur Office: 404 816 6688
Web: www.minervaplanninggroup.com

™ MINERVA

PLANNING GROUP

JUNE 2022 « Decatur Focus | 13



SCHOOL NEWS

DHS Student Wins Decatur Fire's
Tree Hugger Design Contest

DHS student Sara Desh-
pande’s design was se-
lected by Decatur Fire

as the winning image in
their “tree hugger” t-shirt
contest, a collaboration
with the Decatur Visitor’s
Center, to highlight the
importance of Decatur’s
tree canopy in reducing
potential heat emergen-
cies. Deshpande was
among eight participating
students, who worked
with their DHS art teach-
ers to submit several cre-
ative images. Deshpande’s
image will be available on
t-shirts sold at the Visi-
tor’s Center.

DECATUR’'S INDOOR PLANT SHOP

Stop By & See Us:
317 W. Hill Street
(Rear of Building)

(917) 451-0737

LUSHPLANTCO.COM
@LUSH_PLANTCO

LOCALLY-OWNED BY WOMEN
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Congratulations Agnes Scott
College Class of 2022!

On Saturday, May 14, Agnes Scott College graduated the largest class
in the college’s history at the 133rd Commencement Ceremony.

41 years of being your neighbor
and REALTORE® of choice!

PAM HUGHES

REALTOR®

Cell: 404-626-3604
Office: 404-897-5558
Pam.Hughes@HarryNorman.com

NORMAN

——REALTORS'——

Personalized Service and an Exceptional Experience 15



SCHOOL NEWS

DEF Awards 19 Scholarships to College-bound Seniors

Each year, Decatur Education Foun-
dation (DEF) awards nearly $130,000
in scholarships to 19 hard-working
Decatur High School seniors. Con-
gratulations to the Class of 2022 DEF
scholarship recipients who were an-
nounced on May 17 at a celebration
held at Agnes Scott College.

This year DEF added the McNally
Family Scholarship, established by
long-time Decatur residents Conor
McNally and Li Liu who have had
two students attend City Schools of
Decatur.

Thanks to the generous donors
in our community and congratula-
tions to the DHS Class of 2022. To
learn more about these students
and the awards they received,
visit decatureducationfoundation.
org/2022scholarships.

Estate Planning
Wills & Trusts - Probate

As your family
grows, or you
prepare for
retirement,
it’s important
to have
a plan.

% Mackintosh

LAW, LLC

246 Sycamore Street, Suite 150, Decatur, GA 30030

(404) 793-2510 * Brooks@Mackintosh.law
www.mackintosh.law

DHS STUDENT ........cccoceenee. DEF SCHOLARSHIP

Henry Willis................ ....Blue and Gold Alumni Scholarship

Eric Hanson............... ....Rachel Britain Memorial Scholarship

Bridget Blanchard ...... ...Han C. Choi Memorial Scholarship

Jacob Rachell .......... ....Harry Edwards Class of 1960 Memorial Scholarship

Dolly Rodi ......c.coovevriirerinrinne. Gladding Family Scholarship

Shawn Irons .......cccccevvveevennne. Thomas Hauk Memorial Scholarship

Kai Zokovitch .......cccccooovvneee. Madison Lewis Memorial Scholarship

Juliana Fenimore .................... McNally Family Scholarship

Sam McCrosKy ..., Bill Mealor, Jr. Memorial Scholarship

Ivie Wildman ..o, Patrick Family Foundation Scholarship

Kayla Evans ..., Lawrence & Gertrude Paxton Memorial Scholarship
Benjamin Bailey ................ Pollack Family Scholarship

I[sabelle Mucha .........cccccccoe..... Rotary Club of Decatur Foundation Scholarship
Morgan Miles ..., Kennedy Segars Memorial Scholarship

Micayla Hurdle ..o, Jeanne Bellville Taffs Memorial Scholarship
Mekhi Lloyd ... Trinity High School Class of 1965 Scholarship
Yana Batra ..., Imani Thompson Twine Memorial Scholarship
Maya GOren ... Mary Elizabeth Brown Wilson Scholarship
Demi Jardine .........ccccooevveenene. Sarah Lynn Woolf Memorial Scholarship

For\What It's
\X/orth

Are your jewelry and fine watches WorthMore?

With prices on the rise, bring your cherished
Jjewelry to Worthmore Jewelers for an honest,
accurate appraisal, using state-of-the-art methods,
by respected, certified appraisers.

Call or visit us online for your appointment.

WORT-I-IMORE

jewe ers

117 East Court Square . Decatur . 404/370-3979
El’fé-l@ 500 L-3 Amsterdam Ave . Atlanta . 404/892- 8294
Bt www.worthmorejewelers.com

hag Yo |
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SAVE THE DATE!

— 2022 NATIONAL
:EOLLINATOR WEEK

JUNE 25, 10 AM - 2 PM
DOWNTOWN DECATUR SQUARE

BORN HERE.
RAISED HERE.

THE

DAMMANN

TEAM

Our team has 25+

years of experience
as REALTORS®:

Ranked in the Top 10 Teams for Keller Williams Metro Atlanta

We've helped our clients with $150 million+ worth
of real estate transactions

Communities Top 100 Agent

Ranked by an independent company as
one of the top agents in Metro Atlanta

Life Member DeKalb Board of
Realtors Million Dollar Club

Recipient of The Mary Nelson Spirit
Award - a spirit of contribution
and growth to the industry

READY TO BUY OR SELL A HOME?
WE ARE HERE FOR YOU.

404.377.9000

thedammannteam.com

kww METRO ATLANTA

KELLERWILLIAMS REALTY

SCAN THIS CODE TO GET OUR
GUIDE TO PREPARING YOUR
HOME FOR A SUCCESSFUL SALE!

PRE-SORTED
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Uplifting Voters’ Rights, Culture
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